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Tonsbing » the of of this we 


a eee 
1 * Soap is — in a. 
I. [larger Congregations for 
the Weekly or Monthly. Sacra- © 
ments within this City, ſome con- 
| fiderable Leiſure, both before and 
aer each ones Communicating, 
| winch Leiſure is ae one 
in vain and wandring Tho 
| 96, ſometimes in Reading 1 1 
good Book, which — ber. 3 
ſons have brought Wirt them, tho” 
perhaps not ſo pertinent as could | 
be. wiſhed to the preſent occaſion. A 
Other times in ſome confuſed or 9 11 


or . otherwiſe. 
751 this {mall 


” Book 8 to furniſh, ſt 
wo are not better provided, 
* able of themſelves. better tae 


yy their Thais: with g 
rials firand inent to the Hol oly 
Office. l $1 , ff” By fs. ; Vit as N 1 


lt is ot h Beet expected thill th 

ne e e b over e 
cer Day; but ſo'much as m 
g Dxcite/tiot weary Devotion: And 
deig taken thus 83 the 
whole: will be oftherfrefh 
2 |. ein, and more Affe 
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; Sect, I. The beginning of our Lora's 
EY  \Sorrows before bis Paſſion, and the 
10 Inſtitation of our Lord's Kupper. 


ll [1he Hiſtory thereof out of all the Go- M 
Hels, and ons of St, Paul to the * 
Corinthians, (1 Cor. xi.23. Cc. . 
2 ou together in one Text. * Ys 


I X Days before our Lord's S n 14. 
94 laſt Paſſover, he came to 1. &c, 
. Bethany, where he lodged 
Achat ue, and the next day to 
Jeraſalew; at which time multi: 
tudes: _ 
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2 A iem of outLond's PAssiox: 
teudes of People were come up to 
the Feaſt ; amongſt whom were 
certain Greeks, who came to the 
Feaſt to Worſhip; and hearing 
; that Jeſus was there, they deſired I * 
of Philip, an acquaintance oftheirs, < 
2 an early 5 Led, 6. 
that they might ſee 7%. Php 
täketh Wich dien 4 bed N 
all the Diſciples «firſt followed our Ned 
Lord, and they two go and tell v 
Jeſus, And Jeſus anſwered them 
taying, The Hour is come that 
the Son of Man ſhould be glori- I 
#. fied. Verily,verily,I ſay unto you, 
© except a corn of Wheat fall into 
the ground, and die, it abideth a- 
lone; but if itdie, it bringeth forth 
much fruit. — Now is my Soul 
* traubled! and what fhall I ſay? 
Father, ſave me from this Hour! 
But for this cauſe came I to this 
Hour. Father gloriſie thy ſelf. — 
And on-another night at Supper, 
after he-had waſhed his Diſciples 
ter, and: Was late down again, [I] thi 

5 .COM 
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compute, as on Tueſday night be- 
ſors Eaſter]! © Jeſus Was troubled 
in Spirit and teſtified and ſaid, 
Verily, verily, © fay unto you, 
that one of you ſhall betray me. Joby 13. 
©'Fhe Scripture muſt be fulfilled :2*: 
hf that eateth bread with me, 

' rarh' lift up Ts heel againſt me. 
Now on the firſt day of i unleaven- 

ed bread” [the day as I conceive, 
which we call Maunday Tharſday 

| (or Thaur/day before Eaſter)] vi; 
even Was come, [and the hour of 

- Fit which our Lord ſaw convenient] 

he cometh with the twelve [into- 

o the Gueſt-chamber, which by his 

- order had been beſpoken J and” 

h fate down with them: and he 

ul faid unto them, With deſire have 

I deſiredꝭ to eat this Paſſover with 
you before I ſuffer. For I ſay un- Lute 22. 
us te you, I will not any more eat "5+ 
thereof until the kingdom of God 

er, ſhall come. Ad he took the Cup i 
lend gave thanks and ſaid, Take I 
0 A divide it amongſt: your” wh 
B 2 * ſelves 


, 


a - 


4 4 View of our Lord's PasStoN: 

(e * ſelves; for ſay, I will not drink of 
the fruit of the Vine until the King- 
dom of God ſhall come. — as 
they were eating, Jeſws. took Bread 
andbleſſed it, and brake it, and gave 
it to the Diſciples, and ſaid, Take 

* eat, this is my Body which is 
given for you; this do in remem- 

© brance of me. '. Likewiſe alſo he 
took the Cup after Supper, and 
when he had given t foals he 
gave it to them, and be faid, 

| „Drink ye-all of it. This Cups is 
N 8 e — 4 
od el is neg. ſon yon add 
dier mapz for remiſſion of fins. 
„ © Thisdo pe, as oft as ye drinz it, 
* | 0 remembrance of me, Nin 
enk 4. Ad thty all, rank of it But Pe. 
; behold.che Hand of him that be- Nene 
* trayeth!me! is wüh me on the ar” 
table; andtruly the Son of Mang. 
goeth as it was determined, but ee 
50 unto that Man by whom beſons 
„is betrayed. And they began toſatte 


_—_— . themſelwes which c 
011 WEE 


Mtb Meditition)"'thereon, ' 
of them it was that ſhould do this 
thing. And when they had ſung mz: 26. 
an Hymn, they went out into the z. 
mount Li Olives. 
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MEDITATION 1 


We was ſcarce any Circumſtance 
belonging to our Lord's Suffer- 
ing ſo minute or ſmall, which had not 
, | great Reaſon juſtly aſſignable for it. 

That he choſe the great Feaſt of 
y the jeus at Jeruſalem for the time of 
4 his Crucifiction (and all its Solemni- 
8 


ties, precedeat, commitant, and ſub- 55 
„ſequeat) was moſt propably for this 
i, Reaſon, that there being at that tine | 
in Jeruſalem the greateſt concourſe of  ' 
ut People. and Nations, perhaps at any  * lk 
e- Jone City on Earth, che Death of the Fs 
he on of God, the Sa -iour of che World, 
which was to be every where pobliſh- 
ed and known, might be more eaſily 
ut received, all the particular tranſacti- 


700 
de ons thereof more publickly known and 11 
tofatteſted. For this cauſe were brought 1 
chin certain Greeks to ſee him before he oth 


ofÞvas apprehended. p 11 
93 There x 


ien af out Lox b PASsin N: 


There was not any particular of rhe 


| 
. Indigaicies. put upon our Lord to be ff f 


_.. concealed from Ages to the lateſt Po- 
ſterity. Thou waſt not, O bleſſed Sa- 


fice: And therefore he comes into 


Offering thon wouldeſt not; In burbt 


the eternal Father, who provided, and 


viour, aſhamed that the whole World 
ſhould know all the Diſhonours thou 
ſuffered}. . O Lord, I admire and a- 
dore thy Humility in all. 

That he came in ſo early to the 
Feaſt, might be probably to ſhewhis 
readineſs to Suffer; when the ma- 
lice of his Enemies was came to its 
maturity for Execution and the offer - 
ing of him up, that they ſhonld not be 
far to ſeek, nor long to find the Sacri- 


their bloody Hands, purſuant to that 
which had been long before predicted 
by the Royal Prophet, Sacrifice and f 


Offering, sand Offerings for Sin, which 
were offered by the Law, thou, badit ri 
no pleaſure. Then ſaid I, Lo, I come; 
in the volume of the Baok it is written 
of me, I come to do thy Will, O God. 
That Will, O dear Jefas, was to offer 
op thy ſelf to die for Sinners, and a- 
mongſt them, for that vile Wretcif 
my Self. Bleſſed, O ſor ever bleſſed be 


n * 4 ha 


- * s 
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has accepted ſo all- ſufficient a Sacri- 
fice, and thereby: but an end to all Sa - 
crifices; | | 43 .1 
That none ſhould be found to Be- 
tray our Lord but one of his own Diſ- 
| — who. had ſome years eaten of 
his Bread at his Table, and enjoyed ſo 
long not only verbal Inſtitutions and 
Precepts, but a living real exemplifi- 
cation of them all in his Maſter's moſt 
holy exact Practice of them; That 
$ this Wretch ſhould go from the cele- 
E brating that Paſſover which his Lord 
e had told them he had had ſuch a deſire 
to eat with them, and which was the 
laſt he would eat, and which was con- 
luded by the Sacrament of his Body 
and Blood, that he ſhould thus depart 
from that bleſſed 'Feaſt and Society, 
Immediately to fell his Maſter for 
hirty pieces of Silver, (the common 
Price of a Slave) had in it, beſides a 
ez Hoſt imbittering ighanſement, of our 
en Lord's Sorrows, haply other greater 
d. Reaſons than we are now able to com- 
ſer prehend or fathom. Lord teach me to 
a-Nuderſtand wondrous » Things out of thy 
chew; Suſſer me not to read over, 
beſfear, or commemorate ſuch profound 
ndFaſlages of thy Providence, in a dull. 
F ſenſe- 
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$8 A Vin ef the Loxv'sPhrston: 
ſenſeleſs and lifeleſs Temper./ I ſhall . 
do ſo, except thy good Spirit touch FW; 
my Heart. O hear! and help me, thou In 
bleſſed Lord of all Life and Power. 
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| O W. vaſtly' different were thy 
Thoughts, O bleſſed Jeſus, from he 

thoſe which we poor Mortals frame and on 
harbour, touching thy Suffer ings! when o. 
that wretched Miſcreant Judas wem 
out from thy Company to the Jewiſh 1 
Elders to ſell thee, for what he could 
get; Now ſayeſt thou, ii the Sen of Manlh,, 
Glorified. And at another time, before ob 
this, when thou hadſt occaſion to men-· Nor 
tion the critical time of thy Paſfon be 
thou ſtiledſt it the hour when the Son Pear 
Man ſhould be Gloriſied. Now, all the par e e: 
ticulars which befell thee after wardsſpref 
were, in humane judgment moſt inglotihu t 
ous, not to ſay reproaches in the higheſt %: 
degree, to be bound as a Priſoner, and, , 
( le afteraſort,dragg'd(aSpettaclethroſÞy ha: 
the Streets, ) before the Magiſtrate, tc y {e 
s f be there one while accuſed as a Tray 
7 tour, anon buffeted and ſpit upon, toſ 


ſec 


With Meditations thereon.” 
ed to and fro; and after many other- 
dious Accuſations to be ſtript and: 
jed to a Whipping- poſt, and before 
he People bloodily 2 to be all 
he while the open Scoff and Mockery 
o all ſorts; and in this condition to 
e ſent with Souldiers from one Ty-- 
ant to another, and deliver'd over a- 
zin and again to the Rabble, for all 
he Abuſes, Reproaches, Scorus, and. 
iſolencies which they could put upon 
hee, and at length to be ſolemnly 
oademned, to be led away with the 
orſt of dia lefactors to the moſt pu- 
lick place of Execution, to be there 
galn / ſtript naked, nail'd to the Crois, - | _ - 
ad hang d up: Wiih 4 Thief on une 
and; And a ſeditibüs Morderer ang 
obbet on the other: Figally,fn ſuch! 1 
orment and Reproach, to remain. in 
he Eye of Man a cui ſed Spectacle till : 
Death. (All which and more than can” 
expreſſed, thou did'ſt now: plainly 
Preſte and behold. waiting for thee. 5 
this thou again calleſt being Glori- 
d; and thou didſt judge it ſo in thine 
wn Caſe, otherwiſe thou wouldſt not 
d haye*termed it. What Perſon but 
y ſelf,-Ocbleſſed Lord, could have 
amed ſuch an Opinion, or . 
ce 


+ 


— 
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10 A Viewof our Lonb's Passt NC: 
oed ſuch Sentence of this kind of treat- It. 
ment ? Ver thou judgeſt it at preſeni ge 

a Glory to thy ſelf, and àt another 

time telleſt us thou, ever judgeſt not 

according to appearance, but ever juageſt 
righteous judgment. O bleſſed Jeius, Ne 
how can all theſe things be reconci- N. 
led-? Nothing but thy conſtant ten- e 
der neſs and compaſſion towards: loſt il 
Man, and reſolytion to redeem him n 
whatever thou ſuſtainedſt, could make Wc 
any conſiſtency between theſe ſo con · o 
trary Sentences. But herein I am tobe 
conlider thou at one View lookedſt bi 
through all theſe particulars: of this nd 
Scene of extream Terrour and Miſe- Ni. 
ryg s Thon ſaweſt all, and through alk $1 
and beyond all: Thou heheldeſt from a! 
Firſt; to Laſt, the ultimate Deſiga, re. 
Scope, Management, and Iſſde of All. off 
Now tis very poſſible the reſult upon 
the whole, migbt be and was moſt 
glorious, however the. Particulars, the 
Means, Sradat ions, and Methods 0 
the tranſacting all, were in humane 
jugdment, in their own Nature, molt 
infamous and dolorous. Thy Love. 
and Compaſſion to poor loſt Man, theÞÞrg 
overflowings of thy Zeal to have himpll i 
Aaved, made thiags Which 1 — Lin 
ö them - 


5 


il 
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hemſelves;:moſt Ignominious, in thy 
eſteem Glorigus. O Dear Lord, I a- 
Jore' this thy Love, and that infinite 
eetfulneſs with which thou ſuffer- 
dſt all for me. O - thine infinite, in- 
eſſant, in variable Love to our loſt 
Nature for redeeming to thy Father 
dear Mankind: There was nothing fo 
liſgraceful, nothing ſo painful, or in 
umane appearance ſo odious, which 
hou didſt not eſteem a joy and Glory 
o thee. Lord, what ſhall I repay 


bing to pay, I am wholly inſolvent 
nd forfeited. i Take me for ever for 
hine, for the meaneſt of thy Vaſſalsz 
lo what thou pleaſeſt with me; only 
nake and keep me thine, in any de- 
— or condition whatſoever, and it 
Wthees. | 
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MEDITATION III. 


Urely I all got (by thy Grace J 
will not) O bleſſed Lord, ever 
Þrger theſe thy Reſentments, I may 
l them thy Welcomings, the bitter 
inning of thy Sorrome, which thou 

now 


hee! I am ucterly at a loſs, I have no- 


42 4 View of our Loxb's Paton: 


ſuch actions of Life, which in commer 


or Refreſhments, were all of them 


of a Fluctuation, as thoſe words ſee 


- 
— 


now kneweſt to be by uninterrupted 
and inceſſant Advancements} coming 
freſhly upon thee, till they ſhould ad- 
mit no allay without the bittereſ 
Wormwood or Gall intermixt. Eve 


Caſes and Perſons, prove Diverſion 


one way or other imbitter'd to thee 
ſo that there was little or no Solace 
to thee in them; little or no reſpi 
from Grief by them. Before that th 
poorly triumphant entrance into Fer 
ſalem, what trouble of Spirit-poſſc 
thee, as well perhaps from other (1! 
us) unknown Cauſes, as eſpecially frot 
that proſpect, (or perfect view off © 
fore fight) which thou hadſt of tt 
Pangs now awaiting thee, and of t 


Malice of the Devil and his inveterat Gl 


Agents the Jews, with which tho [ty] 
wert preſently to be entertaine . 
Strange muſt that load of Dread an tha 
Anxiety be, which put thy WI ple: 
dom and Patience tagether, ſo far to 
ſtruggle as to force thee to ſo tu 


to expreſs ; Now is my Soul troubrd, a 
what ſhall I ſay ? That is almoſt to by 
latate whether thou ſhould'ſt go on 


— 


HW With Meditations thereon. 
{8 thy undertaken Offices and Province, 
pl or pray to be delivered from the ap- 
© proaching. Extremities. Vet with 
tl what ſtrength of Reſolution, Even- 
M nels, and Vigour, doſt thou maſter all 
theſe infirmities of Humane Nature, 
and calmly conſidering (as if thou hadſt 
mil felt nothing, or didſt feel nothing) 
e that thou cameſt into the World to this 
Hour, and to this very Purpoſe, That 
pi by driakiag off that bitter Cup of thy 
Yd Father's Wrath againſt Sin, thou might- 
„eſt deliver Man from the Wrath co 
ell come, thou even petitioneſt for thy ut- 
(A noſt Smart and Pains, in theſe Words; 
oll Father glorify thy ſelf : Nay, thou eſteem- 
Medſt all thy Suffer ings, that is, all the 
e Reproaches, Scorn, and Indignities, 
which thou now hadſt in thine Eye, as 
rail lor ies; for ſo thou more than once 


ho ſtileſt them; Nom is the Hour come 


hat the Sor of Man ſhould be Glorifeed ; 
that is, Betrayed by one of his Diſci- 
Iples; Apprehended by the bafeſt of 
Officers; dragged and hurried along 
the Streets; Mocked, Scourged, Con- 
demn'd, after war ds poſt pon'd to one 
Male factor, and Crucified between 
wo others. In all this though per- 
eRly by thee 9 ; no regard 

- tO 
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to thy ſelf in the leaſt yo No 
conſulting any degree 0 


eaſing thy 
ſelf; no endeavour to lighten the 


weight of thine own Preffares, but an 
even overlooking all Miſeries,'a Zeal 
of pure good Will to Mankind, and 
moſt intire courſe or train of Counſels 


and Actions, all purſuant of Man's Sal- 
vation is to be obſerv'd in thee; 0 
that I were as perfectly ſtudious and 
zealous to be Saved, as thou waſt to 
Save me! Lord, if poſſible, raiſe me to 
ſoch a deſire of my own: Salvation as 
thou Matt of it. 


or I 


ME DITATION 1V. 
Fter this firſt onſet of Anguiſh 
from thy approaching Paſſion, 


there ſeemed-indeed. once ſome ſmall 
appearance of a Truce, ſome kind of 


— 


Honour done thee; ſome Rejoycings 


before thee by thy humble Followers, 
and the gentler ſort of the Multitude, 
when they put-their Garments under 
thee, and mounted thee on the Af 
thou hadſt choſen, while-others ſtrew- 
ed thy way, ſome with their Clothes, 
dome with Falm- E and ſo con- 

ducted 
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Mb Meaitations thereon. 
ducted thee into Jery/alem with Ac- 
clamat ions and Hoſanna's: But ſt ill 
the black ſide of the Cloud was to- 
wards thee: The curſed ſpite of thy 
perſecuting Adverſaries even here at- 
rended thee by new indications of 
Malice and freſh-affronts. | 
The Phariſees from amongſt the 
Multicude cry out, Maſter, rebuke thy 
Diſciples. ': They here (in ſcorn ne 
doubt) call thee Maſter, yet in a ve- 


ry little time prefer an execrable Vil- 


lain and Murtherer before thee; they 


envy thee the Duty of thy Diſciples, 


and. would have thee rebuke them for 
paying but a poor tribute of Venera- 
tion. This, Bleſſed Lord, was in this 
World thy Triumph. But Oh! ex- 
alt thy ſelf otherwiſe in my Heart, 
where no Hypocrites may be able to 
eavy thee the Duty I pay thee. 


* 
6 CIR 


MEDITATION v. 


Mom thy Tciumph ] follow thee O 
dear Jeſus, to thy Feſtivals and 
Feaſtings, and here I find worſe than 
bitter.Herbs, thy conſtant Sawce and 
| C2 Eater- 


, * 
4 | 


— 
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A View of our Loxp's Passton: 
Entertainment. - Never canſt thou fit 
down without a Traytour in thy com- 
pany, and in thine Eye, and, and him 
too, not only a Servant of thine, but 
more than ſo, a profeſſed Diſciple, who 
had uſed now ſome Vears to eat of thy 
Bread. This, together with the pro- 
ſpe& of greater Miſeries (every Mi- 
nute approacing or coming upon thee) 
muſt needs be a ſecret and ſharp in- 
hauncement of thy Sorrows, to- have 
with thee at thy Table, and even at 
the Feaſt of the Paſſover, dipping his 
Hands with thee in the Diſh, ſo vile z 
Wretch as thou kneweſt, had privily 
fold thee at the rate, at which common 
Slaves were ſold, (vix.) thirty pieces 
of Silver (which ſome have reckoned 
but thirty Pence.) Bleſſed Lord, let I. 
all theſe the Circumſtances of each of 
thy Griefs, endear thee: to my Soul, 1 
which is one (tho? a moſt unworthy) © 
part of thy Porchaſe by them all- God 
ts Love, ſaid thy beloved Diſciple: 
and ſurely no lefs art thon Love, O c 
Lord Jeſus. There 1s nothing that b 
thou didſt or which was done dnto | 
thee, nothing which thou ſuffered(t ; || * 
nay, nothing which thou didſt but ſay, th 
in which the greateſt love to poor oy 

1 


3 0 


. 


ill Meditations there. 
len Mankind did not appear. Lord, 
make me daily more Quick- ſighted to 
diſcern it. 


— * * . 7 . * 4 
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O W ardent Love, O Bleſſed Sa- 

viour, do thoſe words of thine 
expreſs, when ſitting down to that 
Supper, which thou kneweſt was to 
be thy laſt, thy holy Soul — 4 
Zeal of good Will and Compaſſion to- 
wards Man) thus breaks out; With 
deſire have I deſired to eat this Paſſover 
with you before I ſuffer. Neither can I, 
nor any, nor all Men living, nor the 
Saints in Heaven, ever ſufficiently ad- 
mire fuch height and even fervour of 


17 


Love. Thoukneweſt all that was tocome Fohr 18. 
upon thee, all the efforts of that Max Y* 4+ 


lice, which either Mortal Enemies, or 
Infernal Spirits could act upon thee, 
from Judas's treacherous Kiſs, to the 
bloody Spear, which pierced thy Side; 
all the Ingredieats ot that bitter Cup 
which awaited thee immediately after 
this Supper: Notwithſtanding all 
which ſenſe of unparallellable Suſſer- 


C3 ings, 
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Luke 12. 
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Vun f an Lond Pasuox: 
ings; With deſire ſay' t thou, bave J 
.defored to eat this Paſſover wit you. be- 
fore I ſuffer. Fleſh and Blood would 
rather have deſired to have put off the 
eating of it, that together the dread- 
fulleſt Miſeries which were to follow 
upon it, might; have been a while de- 
layed. On the contrary, thou waſt 
ſo intent on Man's Redemption, that 
thou wert more than once deſirons of 
thy Paſſion, by which that Redemption 
was to be effected, might be haſtened; 
and then cameſt to it as if thou hadſt 
even longed for it. Before this time, 
and at more diſtance, thy words were, 
1 have a Baptiſm to be baptiſed with, 
and how am I ſtraitned till it be accom- 
pliſhed. It would ſeem that thou wert 
not at eaſe in thine own Mind till thou 
hadſt laid down tby Life and ſhed thy 
deareſt Blood for us. Oh! that l 
could never be at reſt till I had-rai- 
ſed in me ſome degrees of ſuch 
Love, ſome zeal of Gratitude to 
thee. But, Lord, I cannot raiſe it; l 
2 Ron rouze my dull and groveling u 
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MEDITATION VILE. 


" ſantly conſtant, through all the 
Paſlages of thy Life, eſpecially as 
thou dreweſt nearer to thy Death, 
did thy Love, O Lord Jeſus, appear 
towards us! gothing could interrupt 
the courſe of it. Moſt truly didit 
thou once tell thy Diſciples, who 
ſuppoſed thee at that time as hungry 


as themſelves, and urged thee to take 


ſome Food, that thou badſt meat to 
eat which they knew not of. Thy Meat 
and Drink indeed ever was to do thy 
Father's Will, and to do good to all 
that came near thee. Little did thy 
Diſciples think, that even at thy moſt 
ſolemn Meals, thou ſtill didſt mainly 


mind the accompliſhing their and 


Man's Salvation. Even in Chis th 
laſt Meal, and before thou entered 
upon thy Paſſion, thou ſeemeſt to have 
had no Appetite to gratify, but to give 
à freſh pledge, and that the higheſt 
poſſible, of thy Love to the Nature, 


which thou waſt now about to Re- 
deem 


0 by 4 v3 
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t Cor, 5.7. 


{ 
| 
thou provideſt-for us even to the laſt 
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deem by thine own Blood. As if it 
had not deen enough for thee to ſhed 


thy Blood, except thy Friends (for 
ſo thou now uſedſt to call thy Diſci- 
ples and Adherents) ſhould ever taſte 
the comfort of it. Being now, as our 
true Paſſover to be Sacrificed for us, 


Ages of the World a moſt Heavenly 


Paſchal Feaſt. O the wonderful con- 
tinuance of thy Love and Wiſdom 
Neither the old Paſſdver, nor indeed! 
any Peace - Offering) was never accept- þ 
ed for, nor inded imputed to any, ex- 8 
cept they did according to order eat * 
thereof. But in the preſent Caſe, „ 
That all the Faithful to the end of the 
World, ſhould eat of thy material 
Body, was ſundry ways impoſſible ; 
beſides that, to have dreſt or eaten of 
Humane Fleſh, was agataſt Humane 
Nature. Thou therefore, towards 
the end of this thy Paſfover-Supper, 
tookeſt Bread, and having bleſſed and 
broken it, didſt pronounce touching 
it, This is my Body; commanding us, 
inſtead of thy Fleſh, to eat of that 
Bread; and by this thy Inſtitution, 
didſt promiſe effectually to make that 
Bread, ſo bleſſed and broken to _ 
Faiths 


— 


1 
Mul Maditat ions thereon. 
Faithful Soul thy ſacrificed Fleſh, to all 
intents and purpoſes. Likewiſe after 
Supper didſt thon take the Cup, and 
having alſo Bleſſed that, didſt then re- 
quire all the Faithful to drink thereof, 
pronouncing touching it, This is the 
New Teſtament in my Blood ſhed for you 
for remiſſion of Sin: Aſſaring us alſo 
here, by this thy Inſtitution, that we 
doing this according to thy order, and 
ia obedience to thy Command, are 


partakers of this thy whole Sacrifice ;. 


that is, of thy Body and Blood; or 
have that Bleſſed and alone effeQual- 
Sacrifice accepted for us, and imputed 
to us, as really and perfectly as ever 
was any Sacrifice under the Law, for 
or to the Saints of thoſe Ages: As. 
really indeed, but with inſihitely more 
Efficacy and Merit: For thoſe Sacri- 
fices, how rightly ſoever offered,could 


never take away Sins, or make the 7,;, 10. 
comers thereunto Perfect. Sin, and 4. &c. 


Death its puniſhment, had ſtill power 
over them. Bat thou after thou hadſt 
offered one Sacrifice for Sins, for ever 
ſateſt down on the right hand of God: 
And Sin being taken away by thy pre- 
ſent Atonement, Death loſt its Sting, 


and is ſwallowed up in ViQory ; of « Cor. 15, 
| all 54, 55+ 


ry 
8 | | 
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all which ineſtimable Benefits, we'be- 

ing by this Sacra ment made partakers 

of thy Sacrifice, have actual applica- 

tion made to-each of us Perſonally; 
And, what is more, thou having requi- , 

red us often to repeat theſe our Addreſ· 

ſes to thee at thy Table, for conimemo- | 4 
ration of thy Death and Suffer ings ſtill 
to be rene wed to the end ofthe World, 
we have liberty at pleaſure, and as 
we need, to renew as true and faithful 
Pledges or Aſſarances of a Pardon,and 
ol our future Victory over Death, by p| 
a bleſſed Reſurrection in due ſeaſon, “ 
as thy Word is True, or thou thy ſelf P ; 
Faithful. So wonderfully,and ſo ſweet- H: 
ly for us, didſt thou contrive the th 
courſe of all thy Actions in the ſeve-· IU 
ral Steps of thy procedure to thy th 
Croſs /' O Bleſſed Jefus, moſt true?" 
is it, that thou haſt, by thy. once of- 
fering of thy ſelf, to which thou didſt i 
ia ſo wiſe and gracious an. Order 
proceed, for ever Perfected thoſe who 
ave Santtified Lord, I believe, help 
Feb; 10. my unbelief. Do but Sanctify me 
4+ throughly and I am ſafe :. Thy Ser- 
vant can ask no more. | 


1 


And 
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; MEDITATION vii. 


AND how Extenſire, or Compre- 
A henſive alſo-was this thy Love“! 
Yet notwithſtanding that, as theſe thy 
dying Inſtitutions and even thy Practi- 
ſes have enſured us, how particular to 
each believing Soul! This Cup is the 
New Teſtament ( ſay ſt thou) in my Blood, 
which was ſhed for you and for many, 
or remiſſion of Sins. Por you; that is, 
Peter and John, &c. Happy, thrice 
Happy many times are we apt to 
think them, whom our Lord Perſo- 
nally told that he ſhed his Blood for 
them; and touching whom it is ex- 
preſly recorded, that having loved his 
mn while they were in the World, 
tis be loved them to the end. But by 
erchis Paſſage, O my deareſt Lord, it 
h ppears, that thy Love, no more than 
% Death, confined itſelf to them to 
vom thou then ſpokeſt. Thou ad- 
leſt, ſhed for you (and without any 
pauſe or difference) for many > even 
or thoſe many whom near this time 


addon Prayedſt for; and for as many 99% 17. 
8 x As 
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vile as I am. And that this Joy or 


I aeglect to keep it, or not, as often as 
I can cammemorate thy Death, 


as ſhould believe in thee through their 
(thy Apoſtles) Words; for All and 


every of them: O my Bleſſed Lord, 


through their Words, (Praife for e- 
yer to thy Grace) Have I believed in 
thee ? therefore for me didſt thou 
actually Pray. Thy Blood was ſhed 
for many moſt certainly, nor can 
there be any queſtion but it was ſhed 
as effectually for as many as thou Pray- 
edſt, therefore even for me. O how 
unſpeakable a Joy is this to me in this 
late and degenerate Age of Chriſtia- 
nity ! Thy Blood was ſhed for me, as 


2 


Comfort might be frequently renewed Wu; 
to me, thou haſt commanded me of- 
ten thus to ſhew forth thy Death till 
thou comeſt. Accordingly I often do 
eat of this Bread and drink of this 
Cop, hearing from thy Miniſters theſe 
joyful Words, and: by: thy Grace of- 
ten will 1 do it. For waſt thou ſo 
ſtraitned. within. thy ſelf, till thou 
hadſt been Baptized in thine: own 
Blood for me, ſo deſirous to eat. this 
Paſſover wherein thou mighteſt con- 
ſtitute a Love - Feaſt for me, and ſhall 


Who ai 
dyedſt 


, With Meditations thereon. 
dyedſi a Sacrifice. to redeem me from 
Sin aad ever laſting Puniſhments, Waſt 
thou ſo miadful of me, ſo careful and 
tenderly provident for me, that I who 
live at ſuch a diſtance of time from 
| Ef thy. Sufferings, ſhould have them live- 
lily ſet forth, and the Benefits of them 
frequently ſealed to me? Didſt thou 
1 fad out and contrive a way whereby 
might be made partaker of that thy 
v © Sacrifice, offered now near Seventeen 
s Mbundred Years ago for me, and ſhall 


viſions? Far be it from me, or from 
any of thy Redeemed ones, to have 
ſuch dull, inſenſible, and brutiſhly un- 
grateful Hearts to thee ! Lord, 
thou muſt either change, enliven,\and 
raiſe this my dull and dead Heart, or it 
will much retain this Stupidity under 


held. O Lord, I beg again and again, 
that by thy good Spirit, thou wilt 
quicken and raiſe my Soul to thy (elf. 
vn {hed abroad thy Love in my Heart, 
nis ad make me ſo to feel thy Love to- 
n- Wards me, that it may warm my be- 
allWumbed Heart: And when it is once 
as rarm, ſuffer it never quite to cool a- 
hoWain ; but let it be couſtantly, if not 
alt D burning 


be negligent in the uſe of thy Pro- 


which 1 ſo often lament it, ſeized and. 


25 
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Luke 24. burning within me, as thy two Diſci- 
32. ples Hearts were, when thon talkedſt 

wich them by the way, and openedſt 
to them the Scriptures; at leaſt. apt 
-npon all occaſions, ſecretly to melt in- 

to holy Affections towards thee ; to- 
wards my Saviour, my Hope, my Life, 
and Heaven. þ 


1 
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MEDITATION vin. 


Hat that Hymn was, withiſing- 
ing of which, thou and thy 
:'\mall aſſembly did conclude, «hat thy 

laſt, and to thee doleful, but to all 
Chriſtian People afterwards, moſt 

happy Supper, thou haſt not thought 

It in thy Wiſdom, O Lord, to cauſe 
recorded. Some have thought it to 

Fſal. 111, be what latter Times in Jſrael have 
212, 113, called the Great Hallelujah; ſeven o 
«0 119. eight of the Pſalms penn'd by the Mar 
after God's -own Heart. And it is 
not improbable that thou, who begun 
neſt thy Paſchal Supper by a-ſtri& ob 
Jervation of their cuſtomary (harm 
leſs) Rites, didſt conclude it accord 


ang to their manner then in uſe. 9 
tho 
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With Meditations thereon: 27 
thou having not thaught it needful 
to be left on Record, my Curioſity 
humbly acquieſſces in thy Silence. Mean 
while, I Bleſs thee from my Heart, 
that thou haſt cauſed me to be born 
ia a Church, whereia, as all things are 

ia great Order, according to thy In- 
ſtitution, ſo this Office is concluded 
with a moſt Seraphick Hy mu, begin- 
ning with no meaner a Strain than that 
wherein a-Choir of Angels celebrated 
thy Nativity; Glory be to God on high, 
and in Earth Peace, Good Will towards 
Men. This having been fed at thy 
Table, I cannot. but joyfully, with an 
Heart touched with Gratitude, (O 
NN that it were fuller thereof !) take up 
ty and join in. Mayeſt thou, O Father 
it of Heaven, to Eternity, receive Glo- 
{ry in the higheſt, aud from the higheſt” 
toll Orders of Angels, and Arch- Angels, 
veſ as well as from the humble Tribes of 
ol the Children of Men: For never was 
all there ſuch a Pledge of Peace on Earth, 
and of Good Will towards Men, as 
nM by this Inſtitution and the obſervance 
ob of it, thy Church on Earth receives. 
Glory be to thee, O Father, who ga- 
ro veſt thy Son ta die for us, that belie- 
Baß ving in him we might not Periſh, but 
ho D 2. have 


wy 
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28 A View of our Loxp's PassroN: 
have eternal Life. And Bleſſing and 
Praiſes he to thee, O Saviour, thou 
Son of God, who not only waſt flain 
and haſt redeemed vs to God by thy 
= Blood, out of every Kindred, - and 
\ | Tongue, and People, and Nation; 
but before thou becameſt thus a Sa- 
crifice for us, didſt contrive and ap- 

point this Means and Method, where- 

by even we, the laſt Ages and dregs 

of Mankind, nay, be partakers of this 

Bleſſed Sacrifice. Worthy is the Lamb 

Rev. 5 12. that was ſlain to receive Power, and 
Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 

and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 

for ever and ever, Amen, and Amen Th 
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- With Meditations thereon. 


CAP. 

"| Sed. 2. Of our Lord's Ago- 
l ny; or-Sufferings of Ris 
Soul, and the dreadful. 


b ſympathiſing of his Body. 
in the Garden. 


The- Hiſtory out of all the Goſpels: 
pus ſas near as eaſily could be ora 
for Word into one Text. 


ND be [Jeſus] came out Lale 22. 
and went as he was wont?“ 
to the Mount of Olives, and his 1 
Diſciples followed him. Then, —_ 
aich Jeſus to them, © All ye ſhall ar. 6. 
be offended becauſe of me this 31. 37. 565 
Night: for it is Written, I 2 
will ſmite the Shepherd, and 
' the Sheep ſhall be ſcattered a- 
D 3 broad. 
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« abroad. But after I am riſen 
again, I will go before you in- 
* to Galilee. And they came un- 
to a place which was named Geth- 
ſemane, over the Brook Xidron, | 
where was a Garden, into Which 
he entred with his Diſciples. And 
he ſaith to his Diſciples,“ Sit ye ll © 
“here while I go and pray yon- © 
“ der. Pray that ye enter not Il © 
* into Temptation. And he took Ill © 
with him Peter and the two Sons Ia 
of Zebedee, James and John, and 
began to be ſorrowful, ſore ama- 
'zed, and very Heavy. Then faith 
he unto them, © My Soul is ex- 
* ceeding ſorrowful, even unto 
Death: tarry ye here, and 
* watch with me. And he went 
* forward a little about a Stone's 
caſt and kneeled down and fell on to 
his Pace, and prayed ſaying, © O,. 
„ my Father, if it be "oſlible, let 
* this Cup paſs from me. Abba, 
„Father, all things are poſſibic 
« unto thee ; take away this 80. lin 
| 46 ro 


. With Meditations. thereon: 37 
« from me: - Nevertheleſs, not 
„ what I will, but what thou 
& wilt., And he cometh to his 
Diſciples and findeth them 
and faith unto Peter, . Simon, 

| © {leepeſt thou? Couldeſt thou 

“not watch with me one Hour? 

Watch and Pray, that ye enter 

not into Temptation: the Spi- 

t“ rit indeed is willing, but the 

ll Hleſh is weak. Then went he 

s Jaway again the ſecond time and 

d prayed, ſaying, © O my Father, 

- if this Cup may not paſs away 

hb} © from me except I drink it, thy 

& Will be done. And he came 

and found them aſleep again; for 

their Eyes were heavy. And he 

left them and went away again, 

and there appeared an Angel un- 

to. him from Heaven, ſtrengthen- 

ing him. And being in an Ago- 

ny, he fell on the Ground and 

prayed more earneſtly, ſaying the 

third time the ſame Words. And Lale 22. 

lin his Agony] his Sweat Was as 43. 

| It 
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it were great drops of Blood fal- 
ling down to the Ground, And 
when he roſe up from Prayer, he 
cometh the third time to his Diſ- | 
ciples, and found them ſleeping 
for Sorrow, and ſaid unto them, 
4 gleep on now, and take your | 
& reſt : it is enough, the Hour is 
“ come; behold the Son of Man 
<« is betrayed into the hands of 
« Sinners, —Riſe, let us be going: 
ce Behold, he is at hand who doth 
eee 27H SY 
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MEDITATION L II 


Obſerve and admire, Bleſſed Lord, , 
1 thy compaſſionate care of thy-Diſ- Nit 
ciples, to have prevented their poor Ne 
ſpirited deſerting thee, and flying from % 
thee, upon thy being betrayed into une 
the Hands of the malicious Jews, and Yer 
ſeiſed by their Emiſſaries. It is true, the 
we read of none who expreſly or re- We 
pentedly denied thee, but poor Peter, Nat. 


who ſeem'd the moſt couragious of 
| them 


— N 
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With: Meditations thereon. 
them all: Yet we find upon thy Sur- 
rendring thy ſelf to the Soldiers or 
Ruffins who apprehended thee, all thy 
Diſciples, notwithſtanding their for- 
mer Promiſes, for/ook thee and fled; 
ſo that thou troddeſt the Wine-preſs a- 
lone, and hadſt no comfort in thySuffer- 
ings from Friends or Followers. Thy 
knowledge of this their Infirmity, and 
the weakneſs of their Faith, undoubt- 
edly drew-ftom thee this warning of 


- 
— 


h 
- 
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their diſperſion; The Shepherd will be 


ſmitten and the Sheep ſcattered, toge- 
ther with the preſcription of the true 
means for preventing it, Pray that. ye: 
enter not into Temptation. Yet there 
appears little or no Reaſon to believe 
that they regarded the Warning thou 
gaveſt them, or praQiced the Advice. 
Moſt Men are loath beforehand to be- 
lieve, their own Weakneſs however 
admoniſhed of it by thoſe who know 


it better than themſelves. Nor are 


we readily perſwaded of che need we 
have of Divine Aſſiſtances to bear up 
under even moderate Temptations. 
Yet art thou Lord, never wanting 1n 
the Succours of thy Grace, whether 
we regard and comply with them or 
not, Sometimes we underſtand = 

the 
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mands, and before any in ward moti- 
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the Admonitions thou ſendeſt us, and Wo 


if they be not ever and anon freſh 
and frequent, we forget.them. Some 
times agaiu we ſlight them, and prefer 
humane Counſels beforadivine Com- 


ons of thy Spirit, or of our own Con- 
ſcience. - Alas, Alas! how often not- 
withſtanding we. have, been and are 
frequently warned thereof, by thee, 


by thy Miniſters, by our Friends, do 


either the cares. of this Morid, the 


dleceit fulneſ of Riches, the luſts of o- 


ther things, and the pleaſures of Life, 
defeat all the attempts of Grace, and 
render all its aſliſtances vain... In.the 
hour of Temptation, a covetous or 
cowardly Spirit, a ſordid love of the 
World, and of Life, a baſe fear of 
Loſs, of Danger, of Death, (which 
ſeems to have been. here the mai 
cauſe of the Diſciple's Fall) carries us 
headlong into Sin, notwithſtanding all 
thy care of us, or proviſions for vs. 
Some of theſe Evils, O Lord, daily 
infeſt me amidſt my Duties, and de- 
vouteſt Addreſſes to thee. But O thou 
who knoweſt what is in Man, whc 
walt made like unto us in all, Sin exKtcar 


cepted ;. who haſt. been Tempted I thou 
| hy 


* a | 
# * p 


- With Meditations thereon, © 
ſelf, and haſt a Senſe of all our Infirmi- 
ties, Pity me, Pardon me, and Succour 
me. Suffer me not, while now in 
Health, Safety, and fome meaſure of 


Plenty, to be ſeduced by any wiles of 


the 'Enemy, or baits of” the World, 

or Fleſh, from my Duty; no not at 

my laſt Hour (which muſt ſhortly, or 

one Day come) for any'pains-of Death, 
to fall from thee. 


MEDITATION II. 


7 H thou ſhouldſt often choofe 
a Garden, or ſometimes a 
Mountain, (now the Mount of Olives) 
for thy ſacred Retirements, and moſt 
ſolemn ſacred Prayers, I” muſt not 
take upon me to determine. Once 
ing thou requiredſt us to enter into our 
Cloſet and ſnut the Doors upon our 
ſelves, aſſuring us that our Father, 
which ſees in Secret, will reward openly. 
| doubt not, but in thoſe Places of 
open Air, thou hadſt Secrecy enough 
and more than under any ordinary 
Roof, where other Perſons being 
near, ſtrong Cries and Tears, (which 
chou 3 didſt often pour out, 

2 and 
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36 J Viem of our Lord's PASSION:: 
and now waſt about moſt ardeatly to 
offer up) might more eaſily be per- 
ceived, and come to other Peoples 
knowledge. Yet do I not conceive it 
was meer deſign of Secrecy which 
now drew thee thicher; For thou 
ſeemedſt now to have made ſome of 
thy Diſciples privy to thy cloſeſt Re- 
tirements and moſt fer vent Prayers. 
It appears to me molt likely that it 
was out of thy care of thy Friends 
ſafety, and out of tenderneſs to thy 
Diſciples, that thou didſt now prefer 
this Place before any of thy Friends 
private Houſes. Thow kneweſt the 
very Hour thou waſt to be Appre- 
hended in, and herhaps thou deem- 
edſt this Place the moſt convenient 
for thy Apprehenſion. This Place 
the Traytor knew thou didſt frequent, 
and therefore here he was moſt like- 
Iy (as he did) to come to ſeek thee. Y 

Here the honeſt Maſter of the Houſe, 
who at the Paſſover entertained thee 
in his Gueſt-chamber, was not in dan- 
ger to be apprehended as an Har- 
bourer, nor were thy Diſciples fo 
encloſed, but they might, as moſtly] 
they did, make their Eſcapes. Here 
was leaſt probability of an Uproar, 

or 


Muß Meditations thereon. 
or of ſheddiag of Blood ia thy De- 
fence, by the Multitude, who Hoſan- 
na'd thee ſo lately into the City. It 
is plain to me, Bleſſed Lord, that no- 
thing but Love and Tenderneſs to- 
wards Mankind, ated thee in this, 
and indeed ia all thy Management. 
Oh that I may learn ſuch univerſal 
Good Will to Humane Nature ! That 
in che whole courſe of my Life, whe- 
ther ['am to act any thing that is my 
Duty, or ſuffer any thing that is the 
Will of God, I may praQtice fo much 

Wl charitable and mature Conſideration, 

s to involve none in any Hardſhip or 

Miſery that attends my Perſon. Let, 

O Lord, my Goods extend to as ma- 

LY ny as poſſibly they may; bur if it be 

e thy Pleaſure, let my Evils reach no 

„ farther than my ſelf. 
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MEDITATION II. 


| oe gratefully accept this Pre- 
ſervative againſt the Power of 
Temptation, which thy gracious Wiſ- 
dom preſcribed to thy Diſciples, Pray 
that ye enter not into Temptation. 

will, 
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38 AVitwof var Lon 's Pab31oN: | 
will, by thy belp, daily and heartily 
practiſe it. Thou haſt many hun- 
N times heart me. O thou iat 
heareſl Prayer, to the ſhall” all Fle | 
come. | cannot but obſerve, JO bleſ- I 1 
Ned” Jeſus, that as in other Caſes, fo If « 
in this thou gaveſt no other Com- 
mand than what thou thy ſelf didſt p 
t 
mn 
K 


obſer ve: And I queſtion not but had t. 
thy Diſciples followed either ' thy 
Preſcription, or thy Example, and 
Prayed as often and as earneſtfly as 
thou didſt, they had, according to 
their degree and rate, received a like 
Strength for overcoming” and ſtanding 
ſtedfaſt in that Hour. But Sorrow 
and Sleep overwhelmed them, as too 
often Negligence and Forgetfulnels 

does us? 1 00 USER 
Another Apoſtle of thine (thoug 
then wrapt up into the third Heaven 
did not, when under the buffett ing o 
2 cor. 12. the Enemy, neglect this Remedy ot 
7, 8, &c. Preſervative, but beſought thee thric 
that the Meſſenger of Satan might de 
part from from him: Upon which h 
received this happy Anſwer; 
Grace is ſuſſicient for thee; and foun 
thy Srrength perfected in Weakneſ 
The ſame Perſon, (ne doubt from h 
. | ol 
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Mil Meditatious thexgon.. \ 39 
own Experience) when he had reck- Eph. 6. 13 
ond up the ſeveral parts of the whole to 19. 


Armour of God, which he exhorts to 
put on, that we may be able to with- 
ſtrand; ia the Evil Day z and having; 
done all, to ſtand again(t. the whole 
Power of the Enemy, biads on all the: 
pieces of the Spi itual Armour wich 


this Cloſure, Praying always with all 


manniref Prayer and Supplication im the 


Spirit and watching thereunto ith all 
perſeverance. Both thou thy ſelf, O 
Lord, as Man, and all thy ancient ho- 
ly Followers, even Saints of the firſt 
Magaitude, have both uſed and found 
prayer the moſt effectual Means of 
Preſervatioa througł tlie whole Spiri- 
tual Warfare, and in all Conteſts with 
infernal Powers. Prayer draws forth 
and aQuates all the Graces of thy Spi- 
rit, and heavenly Affections of the 
Soul, Faith, aud Hope, and Eove, and 


Reſolotion, Zeal, and Courage, and 


¶Fortitude, and contempt of the World; 


Peace, and joy, and Meekneſs, and a 
plenary Reſignation. O God, pour out 
upon me ſuch a Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication : Make me inwardly to 
feel the ineſtimable Benefit, and moſt 
delicious Comforts; of ſuch. Practice, 
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40 A Niem ef our Lon pꝰs Passion: 


that I: may he able in all Miſeries of 
Life to ſolace my ſelf in this exerciſe, 
in all Spiritual Difficulties, Aſſaults, 
and Conflicts, to have recourſe to this 
Defenſative ; and finally, when my laſt 
Hour ſhall come, in ſuch holy Brea- 
things to expire my Soul and (if it 
may be thy holy Will) eaſily, and 
wich a good Example to imitate my 
dear Saviour in commending the keep- 


| 

ing of my Spirit into thy Hands, O 
Lord, as igto the Hands of a faithful 
Creator. þ 
0 

2 5 N | 1 
MEDITNTION Ww. I 

a Obſerve, O Bleſſed Jeſus, that thou - 
1 having now given Commands and Il 2 
Directions to the Body of thy Diſci- * 
ciples, to prepare and ſecure them- 1 
ſelves againſt the tryal they were to _ 
undergo, thou withdraweſt to thine + 
own more bitter Parr, and takeſt with p 
thee only Peter and James and John, At 
thy three more familiar Confi- - 
dents, to be Spectators and Witneſ- I," 
ſes of thy Conflicts; perhaps alſo to iy 
miniſter ta thee, to aid, or ſome way Ab 


to 


With Meditations thereon, 


to comfort thee in thine Agonies. For 


thou hadſt proteſted to them the A- 
crĩimony of thy Griefs, that thou then 
hadſt the very pains of Death (a far 
bitterer Death than any ſave thy ſelf 
ever felt) upon thee, and requiredſt 
them to tarry at a little diſtance from 
thee, and watch with thee. But alas! 
miſerable Comforters did they prove. 
However theſe three thou hadſt pre- 
pared for this ſad and dreadful Scene, 


by carrying them up iato Mount Ta- 
bor, before they were called into the 


Garden, that is by the ſight of thy 
Transfiguration: and Glory, before 
they were to behold any part of theſe 
thy Conſternations and graplings with 
the Powers of Darkneſs. Thus thy 
Grace always in the courſe of thy Pro- 
vidence, prepareth meetly thy Ser- 
vants for whatſoever Task or Work 
thou deſigneſt them. Oh infinite and 
unſearchable Wiſdom ? teach me, good 
Lord, to obſerve and admire all. 


After theſe Commands to them, thou 


goeſt a little forward and kneeleſt 
down and falleſt on thy Face and 
Prayeſt. The ſtruggle of Affections 
in thee was now too great for a Body 


in any erect or upright poſture to en- 
1 dure. 
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42 4 View of our Lonbes PASSION : 


endure. Now begins the firſt Paroxyſm 
of thine: Agony; the firſt fit of the 
fufferings of thy Soul: Thou hadſt 
now one taſte or initial ſenſation of 
the bitter Cup, of and thoſe unknown 
pains of thy Father's Wrath againſt 
the Sin of Mankind: Which taſt ex- 
torts from thee (as reſerv'd as thou 
waſt) this open Petition. O my Father, 
Fit be poſſible, let this Cup paſs from me. 
So ſharp was that whatever it was, 
which thou felteſt ! Yet under all this 
Afﬀiction and dread of more, tis ſtill 
Abba, O my Father, (an unſhaken Con- 
fidence haſt thou yet in thy Father's 
Love) and If thow wilt: Nevertheleſs, 
not what I will, but what thou wilt, be 
done. (Au abſolute and intire reſig- 
nation) to thy Heavenly Father's Plea- 
ſure, O moſt admirable Pattern! 
Patience with its per fect Work! an 


Fam. 1. 4. Example without the leaſt blemiſh 


of Humane Frailty. Lord, by thy 
Grace I will follow this Precedent, 
though alas! with very unequal Steps 
ſhall I do it. 421. 


ME D! 
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MEDITATION v. 


ND ne thou riſeſt to come to 


{”\ . yadit thy three Diſciples, (thy 
Watch or. Out-guard that ſhould have 
been) and theſe thou findeſt for the 
preſent to have forgotten both thee 
and themſelves, being fallen into a 
profound Sleep: Yet all the rebuke 


thou giveſt them, is only a gentle tax- 


ing notice of their Fault; (What, could 
ye not watch with me one hour) and 
picying together with excuſing their 
frailty ( the Spirit indeed is willing, but 
the fleſh it weak) in concluſion renew- 
ing to them thy former Commands 
for their own Safety, Watch and Pray, 
that ye enter not into Temptation. Lord, 
how mercifully, and with what ten- 
derneſs doſt thou treat thy Servants 
lafirmities ! teach me, good Lord, to 
mitate thee herein alſo. Teach me 
to be watchful againſt my own Frail- 
ties, and to be a ſoft and compaſſio- 
Cenſurer, as well as Reprover, of my 
brethren's Slips. 
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44 ÞA Viewof the Loxy's PassroN: 


afre 
— Hea 
MEDITATION vn by: 


Y ' Eaving-thus a while this forrgw- 
ful, and in a fort 'aftoniſhed 
ſmall Party of thy Diſciples, thou re- 
tiredſt again the ſecond time toithe 
practice of what thou hadſt exhorted 
them to, to Watch and Pray; thou 
watchedſt indeed both with Mind and 
Body; neither Temptation nor Sleep 
ſaurprizeth thee, though thy frail poor 
Adherents were ſoon overcome with 
both. Such is Humane lufirmity with- 
out Divine Grace, how often ſoever 
cautioned. And thou Prayedſt too, 
(Prayedſt in the ſame Words, and 
with the ſame Fervour, yet wich the 
ſame Submiſſion and Reſignation as be- 
fore. Thou couldſt eaſiſy have ehan- 
ged thy Expreſſions, had ĩt been need- 
ful; or of any advantage. But thou 
haſt taught hereby, that where the 
Caſe is ſtill the ſame, tis new Affecti- 
on and Devotion, not new Words 
that makes a new Prayer. Oh | that [ 
could never come to my God, ye - 
afre 


With Meditations theres. 
afreſh'on' my Kaees, with my old dull 
Heart, whatever my words may be. 


oa da dots r 
MEDITATION vn. 


T thy ſecond finding theſe thy 

Diſciples aſleep, thou doſt not 
ſo much as awaken them, but return- 
eſt moſt certainly not without pity, 
tho* with Silence. Belike thou kuew- 
eſt Fleſh and Blood ſo weak, that 
they were not able to hold out 
longer, without yielding fome Mi- 
notes to Nature. However, thou thy 
ſelf (ſtill watchful both as to Mind and 
Body,) having Prayed twice without 
Anſwer, or Comfort from thy Hea- 
renly Father, deſiſteſt not, but thy 
Devotions increaſe with thy Griefs, 
retireſt a third time to Prayer (that 
only Antidote againſt the overwhelm- 
Ing Flood of Sorrow, which was now 
rolling upon thee) teaching us here- 
by never in our Difficulties or Miſe- 
es to ſurceaſe our Cries to Heaven, 
ll we obtain Succour. For upon thy 
ird Prayer, tho' in the ſame words. 
here appears to thee an Angel from 
Heaven, 


46 AVitwof our Loxp's Passtq x: 
Heaven, ſtrengtn' ning or comforting 
thee. What Strength or Comfort is 
was that an Angel could adminiſter to 
thy Humanity, Which was now all a- 
lone, and as it were left to itſelf, 
though cloſely and inſeparably united 
to the Divine Nature; as it becomes 
not me to be ſo curious as to enquire, 
ſo ! judge it not poſſible for ing to 
aſcertain; if to conceive. But cer- 
tain it is in this third ſit of the ſuffer- 
ing of thy Soul, thou didſt taſte the 
very dregs of thy Father's Wrath a- 

ainſt the Sins of Mankind; and there- 
ore the Heavenly Father who never 
lays greater loads on his Children than 
they are able to bear, provided thee 
with ſuitable Aids in anſwer to thy 
Petitions. Thou waſt heard in that tho 
faaredſt. What. ſtrange compoſition 
af contrary and ſtrugling Affections, 
Sorrow and Dread, yet Reſolytioa} 
and Zeal, Anxiety and Anguiſti, yet 
intire Reſignation and Patience, did 
conſtitute that Agony of Soul under 
which thou then didſt labour, when 
thy Sweat fell to the Ground as it 
were drops of Blood (and not ſimply 
that, but rather clots of Blood, th: 
cold of the ambient Air, hy Night 
CLIT 55S as 


as it were, congealing thy perſpirin 

Vitals) What Torments or Pain 

ſay muſt this be, Lord, I am. at a loſs 
to imagine. Never was there ſuch a 
Sweat of Death as this in any ſave thy 
ſelf; and therefore to us '?tis uncon- 
ceivable. But now moſt fully was ve- 
rified that Prophecy of ' thee, . Thy 


Heart was lite Wax, it mas melted in Pſul, 22. 
the midft ef thy Bowels.,' But I am fore 14. 


the cauſe hereof was amongſt the reſt 
of Mankind's Sins, the horrible Na- 
ture of Mine. O bleſſed be the good- 
neſs of that God who laid help upon 
one that was mighty to Save; other- 
wiſe 1 and: Mankind muſt have been 
ſunk into bottomleſs Perdition. O 
bleſſed be the infinite Mercy of the 
Father ! Bleſſed the infinite Love of 
the Son. Never ſuch Griefs as thine, 
O Lord; and never ſuch Love alſo. 


M EDI TATION VII. 
UT, Lord, I muſt not thus con- 


fine my Ad miration to the Love 
thou ſhewedſt towards Mankind. Thy 


abſolute and molt intire Obedience to 


thy 
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48 A Viewof our LorD's PASSION : 
thy Father's Will, ho vever now moſt 
ſorely afflicting thy Soul is no leſs 
wonderful. He hides his Face, and 
thrice, for the preſent ſeems to rej-&, 
or not to hear thy ſtroageſt Cries, 
offer 'd no doubt with Tears, as well 
as ſweat of Blood. Vet the concluſi- 
on of thy Prayers is, Net my Vill, but 

' thine be done. lt is methinks, as if 
thou hadſt iaid, I could deſire to live 
and eſcape theſe inſtant Sufferings, 
bat I ſee tis thy Will otherwiſe, O 

Father, chat I ſhould not; and there- 
fore I'll will nothing, but that thy 
Will ſhould be done. Aud thus thou 
becameſt truly Obedient unto Death 
and thy Obedience at once Exemplary; 
and becauſe ſo free, intire and abſolute, 
altogether Meritorious. O Lord, that 
I may ſhare in the Merit of it, teach 
me in the weightieſt Matters of my 
Life to imitate it, and make me ever 
to remember theſe thy Words three 
times ſo deliberately and cloſely, yet 
ſtill. with the greateſt vehemency of 
affectionate reſigning thy Will to thy 
Father's, repeated, Not my Will,” but 
thine be done. AH 0 
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MEDITATION XX. 


Have often wondred that our Lord, 

eſpecially when he came now freſh 
from his Prayers in the third and 
ſharpeſt fit of his Agony, and the 
third time found his Diſciples ſleep- 
ing, ſhould treat them with this Iro- 
ny, Sleep on now and take your Reſt : 
the rather for that almoſt in the ſame 
Breath, he rouzes them with the 
News of the Traytor, and the Offi- 
cers and Soldiers, together with the 
Rabble being at hand to ſeize him; 
which company was likely to give 
them little time for Reſt. But I take 
it to be only a ſharper way of repre. 
hending them for their Negligence, 
and conſtant indulging Sleep in ſuch 
an Exigent. And ſuch ways of Re- 
proving are molt neceſſary to ſcch 
Perſons, as apteſt to awakea them ont 
of their Spiritual Lethargy, or inſen- 
ſibleneſs of Soul. Many a time I have 
needed, O Lord, ſuch a reprehenſion; 
when being afleep in my Sins, by 


carnal Security, thy Judgments have 
F been 
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me, and yet hardly have I been a- 


rupt Nature is a perfect Judas, always 


it 4 
* 
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AView of our Lord's PASSION: 
been juſt upon my Back to awaken 
wakened till I felt the ſmart. I am 


very ſenſible had I been in their Place 18 
and State, I ſhould have ſerved thee th 


juſt ſo as they did, for have in other m 


caſes ſerved thee worſe: My Sleep fe 
has been Spiritual, the ſieep of Sin, 
and in Sin; whereas, theirs was but 
ſleep Natural, though unſeaſonable. 
Bleſſed be thy Name who haſt at 
length awakened me, ſo that I have 
not ſlept the fleep of Death. I be- 
ſeech thee now make and keep me 
watchful; enable me to obſerve all 
the Approaches of the Enemy, to pre- 
pair againſt and reſiſt all Aſſaults: 
Let never any ſenſeleſs Temper, or 
Fit of Security ſeize me again. Cor- 


at hand, and eſpecially apt to betray 
me to a troop -of Sins. Aſſiſt me, 
good Lord, ever to ſtand upon my 
Guard. Thou knoweſt when thine 
Hour wasat hand, that thou wert to 
depart out of this World. I know 
not how near mine is, only far diſtant 
it cannot be (for what is the Life of 
Man on Earth? ) But poſſibly my 


Hour may be nearer than I am aware: 
it 


Ii wa 
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With TPaitations thereon; 

it behoues me therefore more con- 
ſtantly to Watch and Pray, that I en- 
ter not into Temptation, but be even 
ready to receive thee, yea to meet 
thee whenever thou comeſt. Lord, 
make me ready, and then come Lord 
Jeſus, come quickly. 
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eth thither with Lanthorns and 
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CHAP. III. 

Se &. 3. Of our Lord's be- 
ing Betray'd and Appre- 
hended. 


The Hiſtory (as before) out of all the 
Goſpels, pat into one Text. 


— 


—— ä—— — — WS Ges 


Mmediately while jeſus yet 
ſpake, behold, he that Was 
called Judas, which Betrayed him, 
and who knew the Place (for 
| Jeſus oft-rimes reſorted thither 
with his Diſciples) having recei- 
ved a Band of Men from the 
chief Prieſts and Phariſees, com- 


Torches, and with him a great 
multitude with Swords and _ 
an 


* 
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Mu Meditations thereon. 53 
and Weapons, together with the 
chief Prieſts and Captains of the 
Temple, and the Elders; and he 
that betrayed bim had given 
them a Token, ſaying, Whomſd- Lute 22. 
ever I ſhall kiſs that ſame is he, 52. 
take him and lead him away ſafely, _ 
And he went before them. Je- 
ſus therefore knowing all things 
that ſhould come upon him, went 
forth, and faid unto them, ¶ hom 
ſeek je? They anſwered him, je- 
ſus of Nazareth, - Jeſus faith unto 
them, 1 am he. And Judas alſo 
which betrayed him ſtood with 
r me 
As ſoon then as he had ſaid, T 
am he, they went back ward and 
fell to the Ground. Then asked 
he them again, Whom ſeek je? 
and they ſaid Jeſus of Nazarerh. 
Jeſus auſwered, I nave told you [ 
am he; if therefore ye ſeek me, let 
beſe go their wa); that the ſdying 
might be fulfilꝰd which he ſpake, 

F them which thou gaveſt me 1 
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34 A View our Tone! s Wen: 
I loſt none. And as ſoon as Jade, 
one of the Twelve, was come 
Cup] he goeth ſtrait way to Jeſus 
and ſaid. Hail Maſter, and kiſſed 

him. But Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Friend, wherefore art tha tome Be- 
trayeſt 'thow the Son of. Man with « 
Ks? Then they laid their Hands 
on Jeſus, and took him; and the 
Band and the Captain Cor Roman 
Tribune] and Officers of the Jews 
took Jeſus and bound him. When 
they which were about him ſaw 
what would follow, they ſaid un- 
to him, Lord, ſhall we . ſwite 
with the Sword? then Simon Pe- 
ſo havin Nga Sword,ſtretched forth 
his Hand and drew his Sword, 
and ſtruck a Servant of the.High 
Prieſt, and. cut of his right Ear; 
The Servant's Name was Malchw. 
And Jeſus anſwered and faid, 
* Suffer ye thus far? Then ſaid 
*+ Teſus 8 Peter, Put up thy 
* Sword into thy Sheath, for all 
that take the Sword ſhall 10 
1 


1 


—— 
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F iſh with the Sword. Thinkeſt 
thou that I cannot now pray to 
my Father, and he ſhall pre- 


„ ſently give me more than 


twelve Legions of 1 els? But 
„ how then ſhall the 

© be fulfilled that thus it Serge 
The Cup which my Father 
* hath given me; ſhall I not 


«© drink it? and he. touched his 


* Ear and healed him. N 
In that fame Hour Jeſus an- 
ſwered and ſaid unto the Lag ief 
Prieſts and Captains of the 
ple, and the Elders which were 
come to him, ** Are ye come out 
* as againſt a Thief, with Swords 
and Staves for to take me? I 
* fate daily with you teaching in 
* the Temple, and ye laid no 
* hold on me: But this is your 
Hour, and the Power of Dark- 
* neſs. But all this was done, 
that the Scriptures of the Pro- 
* phets'might be fulfilled. 


Then 
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Then all the Diſci ples forſook 
him and fled. And en follow. 
ed him a certain young Man ha- 
ving a linnen Cloath caſt about 
his naked Body, and the young 
70 laid told on him, and he 

innen 22 "and Hed 
wh bem naked. 


5 
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MEDITATION Lu 


O w ridi culous 306 Malice and 
Envy render even Wiſe Men, 

(tuch at leaſt whom the World jad- 
ges ſo) when they give themſelves 
over to it! What a force have the 
Elders and Council of the Jews, ſent 
here to apprehend a poor naked Man, 
who had no other Guard or Retinue 
but eleven forlorn Diſciples, (for the 
twelfth was on their ſide, being the 
Traytor) moſt of them pitiful Fiſher- 
men, or ſuch mean Perſons. - Judas 
had firſt a Band of Men (or Company 
of Roman Soldiers) which, ordinarily 
conſiſted of ſix hundred: theſe came out 
not without their Commander (a Great 
Officer) 
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Mul Meditations thereon. 
Officer) though perhaps he brought 
ot his whole Party with him: To 
heſe he had an additional Body of 
he Levites, who waited in ordinary 
a the-Temple, And with theſe the 
fob (a great Multitude with Swords 
nd Staves and Weapons. If we can 
uppoſe they ſuſpected our Lord would 
ave delivered himſelf by a Miracle, 
hey Rill the more expos'd their Mad- 
eſs : For in aſmuch as Miracles are 
rom God, they by this Force 


rent to fight againſt God, againſt. 


hom no Multitude could pre- 
ail. And as to any numbers of 
cople they might ſurmiſe him to have 
bout him, Fades their Guide and 
gent, who was with him at the Paf- 
hal Supper, no doubt gave them ac- 
dunt, as well of the Condition and 
ompany, as Place he leſt him in. 
was therefore the higheſt of Ma- 


ce and Rancour which infatuated 


iem, or made them act ſo ridiculou- 
y or madly : Nor can Spite and Pru- 
ence ever dwell together. Men for- 
it all ſound and becoming Counſels 
hen they liſten thereto. Deliver 
e O Lord, from ever entertaining 
e leaſt Hatred or Spite againſt any 

one; 
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58 A Viewof var Lonp's PxssoN: 
one ; and as to all Bigottry (or amy {| 
| unreaſonable or farious heat for Opi- co 
nions and Parties) which may be pre- Fo 
ſumed to have acted the chief of the I che 
jews: Help me, 2 to keep, che 
or baniſn it out of my Heart, and io the 
maintain an univerſal Charity or true I W 
good Will to Mankind, ſuch as thor, bac 
O Bleſſed Jeſus,,cameſt to plant in the cho 


World, and gaveſt the anon Ex =! 
Wen of it in mA ok | 


un; 
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MEDITATION 1. 


N D row behold uber thi 
. - moſt | illuſtrious Inſtance 0 
$5 ehndſ and Fortitude (or of un 
daunted readineſs calmly to Auſt 
whatſoever Malice could inflict) tha 

ever the World knew. When th 

Foby 6, People ſought to take jeſus by tor 

15. and make him King, he withdrew ig. 
to à Mountain alone and hid himſc 

from them. Now they came to ar 

prehend and Crucifie him, he got 

forth and offers himſelf to them 

his on acccord. O Bleſſed Lor 

| thou hadſt never any regard to 
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Mul, Meditations thereon. 59 
ſelf. | Even here it appears how thou 
couldeſt have defeated as well all the 
Force as Malice of chine Enemies ; 
thou Gidſt but ask the firft comers of 
chem, whom they looked for, and toldſt 
them then waſt he, and at the Breath 
which attered theſe words, they went 
backward and fell ca the Ground. If - 
thou hadſt pleaſed, what had availed * 
all their Numbers, their Clubs, and 
Swords, and Weapons? But all thou 
mindeſt was Obedience to the will of 
thy Heavenly Father, and the accom- 
pliſning Man's Redemption. Lord, 
grant me ſuch a ſingle Eye in all my 
Actions, and eſpecially in all Offices of 
ay Service. 1 | 


MEDITATION U. 


UT when thou yieldedſt thy ſelf, 
1.3 thou'badft a. care to preſerve 
thy Diſciples, whom yet thou fore- 
Mineweſt would ſoon forſake thee and 
e; (little do the beſt of us deſerve 
thy care) therefore thy next words 
are, If therefore yen ſeek me, let theſe go 
0c: way. Even as to their preſent 


— 
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60 A View of our Lord's PAssioN: 
Life, thou wouldeſt not that one of 
them ſhould loſe it, till thou hadſt 

purchaſed for them Eternity. O the 
Circumſpection and Providence of this 
\ thy free and undeſerv d Love] O thy 
tenderneſs and care even to have pre- 
vented «their Sin of forſaking thee, 
for thou as good as diſpenſedſt plain - 
ly with their Attendance, and gaveſt 
them leave to ſhifc for their own ſafe- 
ty, when thou ſaidſt, Let theſe then 
go their may. How pitiful art thou to 
Humane Nature and Infirmity.- 


MEDITATION w. 


4 ND with what ſweetneſs doſt 
thou treat the Traytor himfelt 

when he had given the perfidious 
Kiſs / Friend, (ſayeſt thou, not tres- 
cherous Miſcreant, as he truly was) 
wherefore art thou come Not that thou 
O Lord, wert ignorant; for in the 
next Breath thou telleſt him wherefor 
he came, and what the meaning ot 
his Kiſs: but that he, if his Heart hac 


not been too full fraught with VIllany ire as 
might have reflected on the indignit i thee h 


0 
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With Meditations thereon. 
of his Action, and for his own ſake 
relented. But the Devil had entred 
into him. And now according to Ju- 
das Iaſtructions, the Tribune or Com- 
mander of the Soldiers with the ſew- 


iſh Officers, (who perhaps knew thee. 
Perſonally, - having often both ſeen 


and heard thee in the Temple) lay 
their blood-thirſtſ Hands upon thee 
and bind thee, But what ſhould move 
them to biad thee, who hadſt now fo 
frankly yielded thy ſelf? Surely it 
was by thy Sacred Will; thou would- 
eſt be bound for us to looſe Mankind 
from the bonds of Eterual Death, aud 
that we might not be ſent to be kept 
with the Fallen Angels under the 
Chains of Darkneſs. Not the leaſt 
circumſtance of any of thy Sufferings 
which has not a particular Merit in it, 
or ſome Deſign of procuring a further 
Good: for Man, whether we obſerve 
it or no. Teach me, O Lord, to ob- 
ſerve the ſeveral Proceedings and mi- 
nuteſt ſteps of thy Sufferings, and 
enable me to diſcover the particular 
Eads of each, or the Benefits deſigned 
vs thereby, that my. Faith may be en- 
tire as well as firm, and my Love to 


thee hold Pace therewith, 
G MEDI 
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MEDITATION v. 


Ome of che Diſciples were not ſo 
poor Spirited as the reſt, nor ſo 
Meek as their Maſter: And though 
they had but two Swords amongſt all 
the Eleven, (and what were eicher ha 
thoſe Swords or themſelves againſt 
ſuch an Armed Multitude?) are yet 
for ſmitiug with the Sword, and de- 
fire leave for it. Poor Peter was not 
ſo patient as to wait for Leave, but 
drew his Swerd and fell on: Where- 
at our Lord, who always makes uſe 
of the very Sins of his Servants for 
Good, takes ſeveral Advantages : Frf, 
to give them indefinitely ſuch a pri- 
vate Check, which might be together 
for publick Inſtruction LS fer ye thus 
ur] which is (as may be conceived) 
As much as if he had ſaid, yield in 
ſuch Caſes as this to be bound, that 
ye may give your Teſtimony to the 
Truth and Evidence of your Innocen 
ey, Suffer ye thus far; but not always te 
Death. Then he reproves Perer for 
exceediog the Bounds of his Callios 

42476 thou 
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With Meditations thereon: 


though his Maſter's and own Defence; 
in that he being a private Man with 
Force and Arms, reſiſts publick (how- 
ever unjaſt )- Authority. Put up thy 
Sword into thy Sheath, ſaith the Lord, 
for all they that (of their own accord, 
and without Authority) rake the Sword, 
ſhall periſh with the Sword. 

Jeſus, as he was Kiag of 1/7aes, could . 
have given Authority; but to avoid 
Olfeace, that no Scandal might fall on 
him or his Religion, and for laſtru- 
ction of his Diſciples, and farther, for 
the accompliſhing Man's Redemption, 
and fulfilling both the Scriptures and 
his Father's Will, he forbears any 
ſuch Commaads. Nay finally, he could 
have prayed to his Father, and have 
received more thas twelve Legions of 
Angels (as many Legions of Angels as 
he had Diſciples) for his Defence-and 
Reſcue: But for the Reaſons already 
mentioned (of fulfilling the Scriptures- 
and obeying his Father, ig. drinking 
the Cup given him by his Father, that 
is, ſuffering the Wrath and Puniſh- 
ment due to Man's Sin) be will not 
think of any Reprieve. Still O Lord, it 
appears how voluntary, how unforced 
thy Sufferings were, and how. reſol- 

| G. 2. ved 
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time that God hath allowed the Devil 


| 
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ved thou waſt moſt perfectly to finiſh I 
the Work of Man's Redemption. O jr 


grant me ſuch freeneſs of Spirit, ſuch ſy 


reſolution to approve my ſelf in all Pe 
Caſes gratefnl for thy unparallellable le, 
Love, Goodneſs, and Conſtancy, to J. 
the eternal latereſt of Man. 


1 a — 


MEDITATION VI. 


XM Frer this, it pleaſed our Lord to 
take notice to the Chief Prieſts 
themſelves, and other the principal 
of them who Apprehended him, of W Red 
the unworthy, ſilly and needleſs, as of tt 
well as malicious manner of their do- didſt 
ing this, in coming againſt him as a I that 
Thief with Swords and Staves, whom IF come 
they had had fo often in their Power, 
and might ſo eaſily at pleaſure have 
ſecur'd him. But this, faith he, is your | 


Hour, and the power of Darkneſs. A NM 


Paſſage which ſeems to be as much as 
if our Lord had ſaid, This is that ſhort O 


and yoo his Agents, to caſt all the I mercil 


Roproach, and put upon me all the I thens, 


Indignities you zre able: And it be- Ethoug| 
ign 


'? | , 
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With Meditations thereon. 

log my Father's Will, according as I 
juſt now Prayed, ſo I act, I yield and 
ſubmit my ſelf. And now had the 
Powers of Darkneſs, or the Devil, 
leave at pleaſure to afflict my Saviour: 
This could be for no other End, but 
to deliver me amongſt the reſt of 
Mankind, out of the Devil's Power, 
whith whom, as my Lord did now Con- 
flict, ſo now he overcomes him; and 
as for me he ſuffered, ſo for me he 
he overcame. O Bleſſed Jeſas! ſuffer 
not this vanquiſhed Enemy to come 
near, or too violently aſſault or trou- 
ble me. Keep me ever as one of thy 
Redeemed number under the ſhadow 
of thy Wings, and help me, as thou 
didſt, to repel all his Temptations, 
that ſo with thee, I may finally over- 
come all his Malice. 


_—_ 
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MEDITATION vll. 


UR Lord's Diſciples ſeeigg him 
thus Appeheaded, and 1a the 
mercileſs Hands of Jews and Hea- 
thens, all forſook him and fled.. And 
though a certain Youg Man, whoſe 
G 3 Name 
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Wa. 63. 


' 


Name it did not ſeem good to theHoly 


Ghoſt to record (awakened belike out 
of his Sleep by the Rabble paſſing by) 
roſe in bis Night-Linnen, and for a 


while followed him, yet ſome of the 


Mob catching him by that his looſe 


ſleeping dreſs,healſochoſe to flee ſtark 
Naked, leaving whatever Covering 
he had in their Hands, rather than fall 
into them himſelf, And now Lord, thou 
waſt carried to tread the Wine-preſs 


| alone, and of the People there was none 


with ther; Helpleſs, Comfortleſs, De- 
ſtitute, away thou art led, to hear 
whatever falſe Witnefles can. accuſe 
thee of, or unjuſt Judges condemn 
thee for : and both in the mean time, 
and afterwards, to ſuffer all the. Inhu- 
manities, Mockeries, Roproaches,Cru- 
elties, and barbarous treatment, that 
not only the Scum of the People, and 
thoſe whole very Trade and Occupa- 
tion it had been to be Mercileſs, Sa- 
vage, as far as they knew how, di- 
ligent in the deſpitefull Arts of the 
Devil, whoſe laſtruments they were. 
Thou haſt hereby, O Lord, ſanctified 
to me and all thy Followers, whatſo- 
ever Reproaches or Miſeries we can 
at any time ſuffer, either for thy ſake, 
or 


Al 
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mMn Meditations thereon. 
or (which is much the ſame) in any 
Cauſe of Righteouſneſs,or Innocence. 


We can never ſuffer ſo much from the 


vileſt Men, as thou didſt for us, the 


Juſt for the Unjuſt.. Alas! whatever 


here at any time I can ſuffer, is leſs 
than I have deſerved. Thou never 
deſervedſt to ſuffer at all, but didſt 
ſuffer what Icannot conceive, and that 
to merit for me forgiveneſs of Sin and 
Heaven. O Lord, enlarge my Heart 
8 Love and Holy Gratitude towards 
e „ 
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CHAP. IV. 


; | | 
Sect. 4. Of our Lord's being car- 
ried before Annas, and then his 
preparatory Examinations be- 
jore Caiapbas the High-Prieft,in 
His Houſe, in the Preſence of 
the Chief Prieſts and Scribes. 
Of Peter's denial of our Lord, and 
what happen'd there. 


The Hiſtory of all the Ewvangelifts 
in one Text, 


© A ND they that laid hold 
; on Jeſus, led him away 
to Annas firſt, for he was Father- 
* in-law toCaiaphas, which was the 
© High-Prieſt that ſame Year. and 
Annas ſent him bound untoCaia- 
* ph4s the High · Prieſt, (Caiaphas 
* was he which gave Counſel . 


' With Meditations thereon. 
the Jews that it was expedient 


© that one Man ſhould die for the 


© People) and with him were aſ- 
© ſembled all the Chief Prieſts and 
* Elders, and Scribes. Then took 


© they him and led him, and 


© brought him. into the High- 
Prieſt's Houſe, and Simon Peter 
followed Jeſus afar off; and ſo 
* did another Diſciple that was 
«© known unto the High- Pr ieſt, 
© and went in with Jeſus into the 
Palace of the High Prieſt, but 
Peter ſtood at the Door without. 
Then went out that other Dif- 
© ciple which was known unto. 
the High-Prieſt,and fpake to her 
© that kept the Door, and brought 


© in Peter. And the Servants and 


the Officers had made a Fire of 
© Coals (for it was cold) and ſtood: 
{and warmed themſelves ; and 
Peter ſtood” with them and 
« warmed himſelf. And when 
they were ſat down together, 
* Peter alſo ſat down among them 
to ſee the End. And: 
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To A View of our Loxp's Passrox: 
And as Peter was beneath in 
the Palace, there cometh one of 
the Maids of the High- Prieſt; 
and when ſhe ſaw Peter warm- 
ing himſelf, ſhe earneſtly looked 
upon him ; then ſaith the Dam- 
ſel that kept the Door unto Pe. 
ter, and thou alſo waſt with je. 
© ſus of Nazareth, But he deni- 

© ed; ſaying, I know not, neithet 

© underſtand I what thou meaneſt, 

* I know him not. And he went 

© out into the Porch, and the 

Cock Crew: And when he was 

© gone out into the Porch, another 

& Maid-faw him, and” ſaid' unto 

© them that were there, this Fel- 

& low was alſo with Jeſus of Na 

© zareth, They faid unto him, * 

Art thou alſo one of his Diſc} * Jeſ 

* ples? And again he denied with Do 

an Oath, I. do not know th I/ 

Man. And about the ſpace o ver 

one Hour after, one of the Seri in 

& vants of the High-Prieſt (being 

© his Kinſman, whoſe Ear * 

at 
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Mith Meditations thereoy, 
had cut off) ſaith, Of a truh, 
* this Fellow alſo was with him: 
Did not I ſee thee in the Gar- 
den with him? For thou art a 
Galilean, and thy Speech agre- 
eth thereto, But he began to 
*-Curſe and to Swear, faying, I 
* know not this Man of whom 


ye ſpeak. And immidiately 


"+ 


* while he yet ſpake, the Cock 
*.crew. And the Lord turned 
and looked upon Peter; and 
* Peter remembred the words of 
the Lord, how he had ſaid un- 
© to him, Before the Cock crow twice, 
* thou ſbalt deny me thrice, - And 
4 * went out and wept bitter- 
c y. 

The High-Prieft then asked 
Jeſus of his Diſciples, and of his 
Doctrine. Jeſus anſwered him, 
* I ſpake openly to the World; I e- 
ver taught in the Synagogue, and 
* in the Temple, whither the Jews 
* always reſort, and in ſecret have I 
* ſaid nothing. Why «theft _ 

me 
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© me? At them which heard me, 

* what | have ſaid unto them: behold | © 

they know what I have ſaid, And 
when he had thus ſpoken, one 

of the Officers which ſtood-by, 

ftroke Jeſus with the Palm of 
his Hand, ſaying, Anſwereſt thou 

the High-Prieſt ſo? Jeſus an- 

ſwered him, If I have ſpoken evil, 
bear Witneſs of the evil, but if well, 
why ſimiteſt thow me? Now, the 

Chief Prieſts and Elders; and ali 
the Council ſought falſe. Wit- 
neſſes againſt Jeſus to put him 
to Death, but found none: Lea, 
though many falſe Witneſſes 
came (for many bear falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt him) yet their Wit- 
neſs agree'd not together. At 
length came certain (two)- falſe 
Witneſſes, and bear falſeWitnels 
© againſt him, ſaying, We heard 
* him ſay, Iwill deſtroy this Temple 
* that is made with Hands, and in 
© three Days I will build another 


* made without Hands. But net 
10 © ther 
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ther ſo did their Witneſs agree 
together. 

HAnd the High. Prieſt aroſe and 
© asked Jeſus, and ſaid unto him, 


© What is it that theſe Witneſs a- 


* gainſt thee ? Anſwereſt thou no- 
* thing? Bur Jeſus held his Peace 
* and anſwered nothing, 


— — — 


MEDITATION I. 


Here is nothing more Imperti- 
nent, Indiſcreet, and together 
Inſatiable, than Malice, Envy, and Bi- 
| gotry [that is, an ignorant and falſe 
Zeal for Religion.] No Reaſon can 
be aſſigned why thoſe, who had ſeiz- 
ed Jeſus, ſhonld have at this time of 
Night carried him to Annas, who was 
out of Office, and did not, as far as is 
recorded, at all Examine Jeſus, or ſo 
much as ask him one Queſtion. No- 
Reaſon I ſay, but what may be redu- 
ced to Impertinence and the height 
of the Malice they had againſt him: 
for either they called here, it being 
in the way to the e Palace, 
| as 
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z ⁊ct,s overjoy'd at their Prey, and to ſhe 
Anna they had our Lord in hold, 
which was at moſt a filly; Imperti- 
nence, or to warn him to prepare and 
ſpeedily bring in what he could lay 
to the charge of the poor Captive ; 
which was an inſtance of their Ma- 
lice in ꝓerfection: Vet we find not 
Annas to have medled now at all, but 
to have only ſent them away with 
their Priſoner bound as he was, to his 
Son- in- law Caiaphas the High- Prieſt; 
which laſt indeed, tho' of right he 
ought only to have honeſtly diſchar- 
ged the Office of a judge, yet behaved 
himſelf as the moſt inveterate Ene- 
my, Accuſer, and Impleader of our 
Lord that can be diſcovered amongſt 
them all. A moſt imprudent, indi- 
-diſcreet, and diſhonourable part for a 
Judge to act. Alas] no bounds will 

e kept, nothing that becomes us ob- 
ſerv'd, where ſuch curſed Qualities as 
_theſe (which at this time actuated not 
only the common multitude, but the 
Chief and Wiſeſt part of the Fews) 
ſhall be harboured, and-by Men. yield- 
ed unto. O Lord, make me ever 
watchful over my own Heart, how 1 
entertain therein any popular and un- 

xeaſonable 


. 
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reaſonable Prejudice any Diſaffe ction 
to any Perſon or Cauſe ; or if un» 
adviſedly I-ſhould have been ſurprized 
wich ſuch Prepoſſeſſions, awaken me 


early to examine them, and ſuffer me 
not wildly to · be carried on in practices 
which may Diſhonour thee and thy 


Truth, and drown my Soul in Perdis 
tion and Deſtruct ion. Good Lord, de- 


A ſeeming Zeal too often is ſuch, 


— 


— 


MEDITATION II. 


Mom Anna, they horry the Bleft 
ſed Jeſus to Caiaphas the High- 
Prieſt 3 that is, the chief Magiſtrate 
and Judge in the Jewiſh Conſtitution; 
and here was held the Grand Cabal. 
Here were met the Scribes, or the 
ſtudied and 'moſt Learn'd Profeſſorsof 
their Law; the Chief Prieſts and El 
ders, the Council of greateſt Authori- 
ty. And here the Buſineſs was, by 


vour ing to entangle him in his An- 
lwers, to find out Matter, upog which, 
according to their Gloſſes, or the cor- 

x H 2 rupt 


liver me from all Snares of the Devil. 


Examining of our Lord, and endea- 


76 A View of our Loxp's PAssiox: 
rupt Doctrines and Tradition, where- 
by they had made void the Law of 
God, they might condemn bim to 
Death. It had been long reſolved he 
ſhould Die, and they had many times 
Matt. 26. been conſulting, that they might take 
0 Jeſus by ſubtilty and kill him. But how 
to find out ſome Colour or Pretence, 
on which he might ſeem to die juſtly, 
was the Point in queſt. Fhe firſt 
Queſtion therefore they put to him, 
is touching his Diſciples and his Do- 
ctrine. As to his Diſciples, out of 
care and tenderneſs for their Safety, 
he anſwers nothing; and as to his 
Doctrine, he refers them to his Hea- 
rers. In this his Anſwer, though our 
Lord may ſeem at firſt to have dealt 
more roughly and diſreſpectfully wich 
the High- Prieſt than was decent, yet 
it is to be conſidered in this Caſe, that 
Jeſus. knowing what there was in Man, 
perfectly ſaw the deviliſh Intentionand 
Rancour of the Prieſt's Heart, that he 
was truly a moſt malicious Murtherer, 
an Enemy of God and all true Reli- 
= or Virtue, whereby he had for- bim 
eited his Dignity before God, and 
all Favour both from God and geodi 
Men: So that we may juſtly — | 
| 8 


il 


— — 
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the anſwer he gave him was with more 
deference than he deſerved. And a- 
gain, had our Lord not referred him 
to his Hearers, but himſelf aſſerted 

the Innocenſe and Purity of his Doct- 

rine, by: deſcending to Particulars, it 
would have been ſaid by the High- L 

Prieſt and his Party, he was a -Wir- 

neſs in his own Cauſe, and ſo not to 

be believed. This was therefore to- 
gether the juſteſt and the wifeſt An- 
ſwer that in theſe Circumſtances could 
be given to the Queſtion. - But the 

Reply our Lord received to it, was & 

thouſand times worſe, and withoar : 

Orders of the Judge, not to be ſuffer- 

ed in the Preſence of a judge; (viz. ) 

That one ob the Officers that ſtood 

by (belike one of the Temple Wait- 

ers) 'gave him a blow on-the Cheek' 
with the Palm of his Hand; which'our 

Lord convinc'd them was unjuſtly 

done; but alas! it was the leaſt In- 

uſtice he was now to expect at their 

Hands, and a new ladigaity put up- 

on the Holy one, deſigned to expoſe 

him toContempt and the abuſes of che 

Rabble: Now then are begun and 20+ 

Ing on a pace, O Lord, thy Sufferings 

from that very Nature and People that 

H 3 thou 


- * 
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thou cameſt to redeem. lu the Gar- 
den thou ſufferedſt from the unſeen 
hand of thy Almighty Father. In 
thoſe Sufferings indeed was more 
of Anguiſh, in theſe more of Re- 
proach : But both Anguiſh and Re- 
proach, Shame and Pain, are now to 
be thy Lot for us. To us, O deareſt 
Lord, belonged. and does belong 
Shame and Confuſion of Face. Tis 
we had Sinned and daily do Sin; thou 
ſufferedſt for our Sin; thou, in whom 
was found no laiquity, for us, who 
daily drink in Iniquity like Water. O 
Lord, make me ever to reproach my 
felf, for acting what brought | thee to 
be reproach'd for by Men, and deſpi- 
fed amongſt the People, Let the 
thoughts of thy being expos'd to con- 
tempt for me, become ever an effe- 
Qual reſtraint to me from any evi! 
way. 


MEDITATION III. 


T does appear that ſome of our 

Lord's Diſciples were more ten- 
derly affected to him, and concern'd 
for him, than the other. - Poor ms 
Wwilo 


** 1 
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who lately would have fought for him 


beloved Diſciple, as it would ſeem 


St. John went in with Jeſus into the 
Palace of the 'High-Prieſt : And af- 
ter a while eſpying Peter at the Door, 
went ont, and by his Intereſt got him 
in. Now were foon fulfilled our 
Lords Predictions of Peter, that be- 
fore the Cock crew twice, be ſhould 
thrice deny his Maſter. The poor 
Man did fo, and with diſmal Circum- 
ſtances. And here ſtop a while, O 
my Soul, and pauſe a little: Shouldſt 
not thou, ſeeing thy Maſter in thoſe 
Circumſtances, and recollecting what 
he had further often foretold of him- 
ſelf (which now begun to be fulfilled, 
namely, that he ſhould be Betrayed, 
Seized, and Mocked; Arraigned, 
Condemned, and Crucified); and 
further, being thy ſelf openly Taxed 
and proved by divers Perfons, one 
of whom ſaw thee at our Lord's 
being apprebended amongſt the reſt 
of his Diſciples, and knew thee to be 
the Perſon who cut off his Kinſman's 
Ear, and if thou hadſt been permitted, 

wouldſt 


now follows him afar off; and the 


ſomewhat nearer; for being known 
to the High-Prieſt and his Family, 
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wouldſt have done more to reſcue thy 

Maſter, ſhouldſt thou not in this caſe — 

have done the ſame as Peer did, in 

deny ing thy Lord? O Lord Jeſus, | 

fear I ſhould. And that I have not 

in any Iaſtances of Trial, wherein 

thou haſt: been pleaſed to prove me, 

denied thy Truth (which is much the 

fame with denying thee) I awe either 

to thy moderating the Dangers, which 

threatned, or to thy eſpecial Grace 

reſtraining me. Ah Lord I there is 

baſeneſs and Cowardiſe enough in me; 

There is beſides too much love of this 

World, of Liberty and Worldly ad- 

vantages, which if by thy Providence 

thou wouldlt bid me quit, or other- 

wiſe bring me into ſuch Circumſtances 

that I muſt deny thee or thy Truth, 

have reaſon to fear that my Weakneſs 

would betray: me to Peter's Sin. O 

thou, who haſt hitherto carried me 

through ſo many Temptations, ſuffer 

me to fall into no greater than where - 

= in, through thy help, my Faith may 

| not fail, but I prove Victorious. Let 

thy Grace O Bleſſed Saviour, be ſut- 
ficient y me. 
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MEDITNTION w. 


= 
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poor Peter ( ſcarce yet St. Pe- 
ter) his Caſe, the diſmal advances 
of Sin. The loweſt Step thou canſt 
obſerve thereof ſtill leads to a higher. 
So the leaſt Sin thou canft admit into 
thee, makes way for a greater, and if 
thou caſteſt it not out, will immedi- 
ately let a more heinous one in. Pe- 
ter at firſt denied his Maſter, only by 
pretending he underſtood not what 
the Damſel ſaid, and a ſimple averring 
himſelf to be none of his Diſciples ; 
yet the ſecoad time he adds, he knew. 
not the Man. And whatever excuſe 
fome have made for him that in thoſe 
words, I know not the Man, he did not 
entirely deny his Maſter (for he 
knew him to be God, ſay they, which 
he did never deny.) But even this was 
not only a baſe Equivocation and a- 
nother act or degree of Sin, but a 
downright Falſehood; for he knew 


him better to be a Man than he knew 


him to be God. And here he pats 


JOnſider farther, O my Soul, in 
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| Matt, 26. his Oath to the ſimple denial, and 
N. to two Lies adds Perjury. O dread- 
ful“ But the poor Man ſtops not 
here; like ſome feeble Perſon going 
down Stairs, firſt he Trips, then he 
Stumbles,. and at the third ſtep falls 
headlong. Being told, that by his 
Speech he plainly detected himſelf to 
be a Galilean, which he could not gain- 
ſay, he begins now to Curſe and to 
Swear that he knew not the Man of 
whom they ſpake.. To this grievous 
height did one Lie, which came from 
him out of pure fear in a few Mo- 
ments, drive him, who ſeems then to 
have had the moſt Faith and Courage 
any of our Lord's Diſciples. Frem- 
ble then, O my Soul, at the leaſt Sin; 
and if at any time thou art overtaken, 
immediately go ont and Weep, if 
thou canſt, leſt the gyilt of the firſt, 
draw on a ſecond, and that more and 
more grievous Falls, as it did- with 

this poor frail Diſciple. 
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MEDITATION v. 


UT we are not apt ſo quickly 

to recollet&t our ſelves, nor do 
our Hearts eaſily admit effeQual re- 
lentings for the Sins we perceive our 
ſelves to be overtaken with; Alas! 
we are not ſo watchful as to attend to 
erery Trrip of ours, no ſo diligent 
as to call our ſelves often enough to 
Account. God in bis ordinary Pro- 
vidence gives us many Tokens, which 
we might underſtand, were we ſeri- 
ons or ſo eonſiderative of what paſſes, 
as we ought to be. Peter after bis firſt 
denial of his Lord, went. into the 
Porch, no farther out of the ſight of 
his Lord, and then the Cock crew the 
rſt time, but he obſerv'd it not, at 
leaſt laid it not to Heart. And the 
Cock crew the ſecond time. Immedi- 
ately after Peter's third and moſt ter- 
tible denying his Maſter; yet do we 
not find he heeded even that, till je- 
W {vs himſelf turned and looked upon 
bim. It was our Lord's Eye that 94 
brought the poor fallen Sinner to Re- | 


pentance. may 
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pentance. Even an Apoſtle himſelf 
ſtands in need of the preventions of foi 
Grace to bring him home to his God. 
O my Soul, thou art ſenſible thou haſt I ſc 
had many Warnings, Common Pro- do 
vidences, ſpecial Providences (like a 
particular wink of thy Saviour) have 
often minded thee of ſeveral of thy 
Falls: Haſt thou with Peter immedi- 
ately, or even to this day, gone out 
and Wept bitterly for every one of 
thy Crimes. How many Iaſtances or 
Acts of Sin haſt. thou been guilty of, 
and remembred thy ſelt to have been 
guilty of, for which thou never yet 
ſhed'ſt a Tear? O imitate Peter im- 
mediately upon thy remembrance of 
them; retire and Mourn, and mourn 
that thou didſt not mourn ſooner. 


r — 
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MEDITATION vi. 


Dur leave not yet poor St. Peter 
thus, O my Soul, conſider bim a 
little further: Thou haſt ſeen his Sin, 
and thro* thy Saviour's Goodneſs, hi 
Recovery. Learn from him not onl 
never to ſuffer the guilt of any * 
* IC 


: 1 With Meditations thereoy. + 
lle long upon thee; but to beware of 
ſuch Occaſions whereby he was over - 
taken with ſo dolefal repeated, and 
ſcandalous a Fall. What had he to 
do in the Company of ſuch Scorners 
and deadly Enemies of his Maſter ? 
Amongſt ſuch, no-Perſon, who is not 
reſol vd to be a Martyr for his Reli- 
gion, and who has not Courage rea- 
dy for it, can be ſafe, or many Mi- 
nutes innocent; either Example, or 
ſome more dire& Temptation, Pro- 
vocation, or Affront, will ſoon over- 
turn any Perſon of ordinary Vertue. 
He who intends to preſerve his luno- 
cence, muſt neither walk in the Coun- 
ſel, nor (as far as he is able to keep 
himſelf out of it) ia the Company of 
the Ungodly, much lefs may he ſtand 
in the way of Sinners, or ſit in the 
ſeat of the Scorners, No wonder if a- 
mongſt a Rout of all theſe, a poor Fiſh- 
erman, not yet confirm'd in the Diſ- 
cipline of his Maſter, nor ſenſible of 
his own Weakneſs, be ſoon ſurprized 
into the fouleſt Defection. He was 
not provided with an Anſwer to any 
of their Queſtions ; nor had he time 
to conſider of their laſults: And ſtill, 
as it is with a Man drowning in the 

| I Sea, 
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Sea, before he can recover himſelf 
from a ſecond Wave, he is overwhelm- 
ed with a third: So was this poor 
Man harraſſed with new Onſets. By 
thy good Providence, O Lord, thro? 
the whole courſe of my Life, preſerve 
me from ſuch Onſets: For if thereia 


the boldeſt of thy Apoſtles could not 


ſtand, how ſhall I fall? Be thou, O 
Lord evermore my Strength, as thou 


art my Redeemer. 


— 
"Rs 


2 
—ͤ— — 


MEDITATION vu. 


| Hile Peter was thus engaged 
and foiled,. the -High-Prieſt 
.and thoſe about him, were carrying 
on their malicious Machinations a- 
gainſt our Lord. At two extreme 
Loſſes they were,; they had the Holy 
Jeſus in hold and before them : They 
were reſolved to condemn him to 
Death, but they knew not -what 
Charge to bring againſt him. Suck 
was his Innocencx, and ſe wiſely. had 
he avoided their captious Examinati- 


ons! And if. they ſhould forge an Ac- 
Cuſation againſt him, what ſhould * 


iy 


mu Meditations thereon: # | 
do for Witneſſes ? To get over theſe | 
Difficulties, they ſeem to have made 
Proclamation, for any to come in that 
could ſay ought againſt him. This, 
or ſomewhat like it, (was in all Iikely- 
hood) their ſeeking falfe Witneſſes a- 
guinſt him. And though many Per 
ſons ca me 1a, yet they could pick out 
of what they ſaid, no Matters to pro- 
dace which were coherent or conſi- 
ſtent with themfelves. That which 
was moſt obnoxious, was a figurative 
Speech of our Lord's, tcuching rhe 
Temple of his Body, the very Words 
of which, as well as the Senſe, the 
Witneſſes had falſified, and the Judg- 
es wreſted. This would do them no- 
ſervice, before- Pilate, who had the 9 
power of Life and Death. . For what i 
cared'a Heathen Governour for their | 
Temple ? At this Stand; they ſtopthe 
reſt of the Night (for all this had been 1 
Night- work.) And till the whole J 
Counſel could be got together to Cai- | 
aphas's Houſe. Only to palliate all the f 
beſt they could, or perhaps that ſuch * 
of the Common People as could de- 
part, might have ſomething to tell; | 
Caiaphas demands of our Lord, what 14 
he had to ſay 9 all that the 9 
| 2. OL | 
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of Witneſles bad teſtified againſt him. 
To which our Saviour, as knowing the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe, and both his own 
reſolution to ſuffer, and theits to put 
him to Death, anſwers nothing. How 
bright a proof have we here of the 
perfect Purity and ſpotleſs Ianocence 
of our Lord's whole Life! the high- 
- eſt and moſt united Malice of his 
rankeſt Enemies, have nothing to ac- 
cuſe him of. They could-find a Tray- 
tor, whom they hired. to deliver him 
to Death, but they cannot find an a 
1 8 Evidence to ſwear to any Crime which 
they may bring againſt him, worthy M Al 
l 

£ 


of Death, or of Bonds. O moſt Ho- 
ly je us! 'calt the Robe of thy Righ- 
teouſneſs over me. Cloathed therein, 
let both me and thy whole Church be 
preſerved, and ever found before thy 


Heavenly Father. 


| 
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CH AP. . 05 


Seft. " Our Lord's \Rxaminari- 
tion early in the Morning be- 
fore the Grand Council of the 


Elders, or the Sanhedrim,where 


5 owns himſelf to be the N 

, 12197 

A brief Account of the Sentence, 
Reproaches, Blows, and other 
Abuſes he received chere. 


The 4 out of all pat rog ether. 


* Hen the Morning was {ute 22. 


: come, and as {oor as it 
„was Day, all the Chief Prieſts 


and Etders of the People, and 
* the Scribes; came together, and 


70 „ took Counfel againſt Jeſus to 
t him to Death. And they 
led him into their Council; and 
1 * the 


89 


; 2 — 4 - 


* 
* 
-- by 
- 
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© the High · Prieſt ſtood up in the 
midſt and asked Jeſus and ſaid © 
unto him, Art thou the Chriſt, | * 
© the Son of the. Bleſſed ? And! 
* Jeſus: ſaid unto them, 4 I tell 

, You, Nou will not lelieve; and i 
alſ ad gou, jon will na let me 
ge And the High-Prieft an- 
ſwereck and ſaid unto him, I 
aqjure thee by the living God, 
that thou tell us whether chou 
be the Chriſt the Son of God. 
And Jeſus ſaid; I um : Hereafter 
1%; (ball je ſee the Son of Man fitting 
* on the rig li hau of Power," — 
* coming in the Clouds of Heaven. 
_ © Then ſaid they all, Art thou : 
then the Son of God? And he 1 
ſaid unto them, Te eam lan 5 
< Then the High- Prieſt re his 
Cloaths and 440, He hath ſpo- 
© ken Blaſphemy.; what farther 
need have ye of Witneſſes? For 
Ve our ſelves have heard of his 
© own Mouth. Behold, now ye 
: © have heard his GR 
thin 
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. thereay.. 963 
„think ye And they all con- 
demned him o be guilty of 
+ Death. i 
And the Men ling held aber Herk 148 
© Mocked him and Smote 
© then did, they (alſoh. ſpit in his 
Face, and buffeted him, and o- | 
© ithers ſmote him with the palms. = 


© of their Hands. And when they ; 
5 had Blind- folded him, they f 


ke him on the Face, and 
„asked him, laying, Prophecy an- 
ius, thou Chriſt, who is he that 
6 * ſmote tbee? And many other 
things blaſphemoully mou they 

* againſt him. 


7 — — 


r N - NI 3 a N —_—_ N 


MEDITATION . 


"OST marvelous are all thy 
Works, O thou great and on- 
ly God of Heaven and Earth! and 
the Works of thy Providence, could 
we ſee them and obſerve them to the 


bottom, no leſs, if not more Won- 
derful 
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derful than the Works of thy Creg- 

tion. Now is the old Serpent, with 
all his Subtilty, moſt buſily at work, 

to effect (what certainly he intended 
not) the deſtruction of his own Pow- ch 
er and Kingdom. The grand Deſign 1 75 
both of him and his great Agents, 
the Chief Prieſts and Elders of the I leſ 
Jews, was to cut off the Lord's Chriſt; 0 
The Plot now ripened apace: But Da 

the Jews, who were at. preſent the © 
Devil's chief promoters in this Cauſe, dot 
had not the Power of Life and Death for 
in their Hands; therefore ſomething MW 2” 
muſt be found out againſt him (Inno- hin 
cent as he was) that may render him Cet 
obnoxious to the Heathen Civil Pow- MW Hig 
er; for by that Power he muſt die. and 
Vet our Lord being both by the puri- int 
ty of his Doctrine, and the multitude of | 
of his Miraculous good Works, {0 Anf 
much in the favour of the better ſort 
=_— of the People, it was neceſſary that 
ſomething highlyScandalous,or againſt 
Religion ſhould be charged upon him, 
that he might appear a Criminal wor- 
thy of Death, and be delivered up 
without an Uproar. Both theſe Points 
are gained in this Helliſn Council; 
which yet God, as will appear-in = 
| end, 


9 h Nats, 

_ . With Meditations thereon. 
end, turns to the Deſtruction both of 
the Devil and the malicious Jews. 
Their Night Endeavours and canvaſ- 
ſing, had only convinced them that 
they could not find any thing Capital 
againſt him, even by all the falſe Wit- 
neſſes they could pick up, and much 
leſs by any true ones. And what they 
would have accuſed him of as to his 
Doctrine, that our Lord had evaded 
or prevented them in, by the Wiſ- 
dom of his Anſwer: Something there- 
fore now they muſt catch out of his 
own Mouth whereby they might make 
him a Criminal deſerving Death. The 
Council therefore being Sate, the 
High- Pr ieſt the ir Preſident ſtands up 
and demands of our Lord, whether 
in truth he were the Meſſias, the Son 
of the bleſſed God. - Our Saviour's 
Anſwer amounts in .ſhort. to thus 
much, Tis to no pur poſe for me to 
tell yon, you'll be no whit the leſs 
Guilty, nor the more ſafe, if I tell 
you Jam. Now therefore the High- 
Prieſt is put to his laſt reſerve, the 
Power he had to adjure our Lord by 
the living God. This he does, and 
our Lord now out of Reverence to- 
the Divine Majeſty, and becauſe he 


muſt: 
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muſt not even on any account de- 


. 
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ny a Truth, expreſsly and plainly 


anſwers Jam. And adds, that tho 


he here appeared only as the Son of 
Man, yet hereafter ſhould -they ſee 
him ſit on the Right-hand-of the Pow- 
er of God, and come in the Clouds 
of Heaven. This they all take as an 
handle for a new Queſtion ; Art thou 
the Son of God ? A Queſtion, which if 
Satisfaction had been all they had de- 
ſir d, they need not have put; for 
they all knew, that if he were the 
Meſlias, he muſt, according to the 
Prophets, be the Son of God ; yet 
becauſe they would have it out of his 


_ own Mouth, that they might have 


ſomething expreſs from himſelf, which 


they might call Blaſphemy, they all 


cry out with one Voice, Art thou then 
the Son of God; Whereto, tho? our 
Lord anſwered only Te ſay that I am, 
yet even this that wicked High-Prieſt 
Gaiaphas interprets to be a direct af. 
firming the Thing, and with as much 
Hypocriſy as Malice, rends his Cloaths, 
pronounces him a Blaſphemer, ap- 
peals to them as all Far Witneſſes, 
and demands their Senſe of the Matter, 
which is Guilty to Death. 


And 


ih «os hrs nt 
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And now, What is it that they 

have Condemned our Lord for? Ve- 


rily for anſwer ing Truth, when they 


had ſworn him to ſpeak it, and con- 
feſſing himſelfto be the Meſſias, which 
he might not deny. This Truth for 
which they condemned thee O Lord 
Jeſus, I moſt heartily embrace, and 
by thy Grace will die in the belief of. 
Thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the living 


Cod, the Saviour of the World. | be- 
lieve and adore thee, Lord help my 


Unbeliet: O make me know and feel 


thou art particularly my Saviour. 
Make me know it by the daily growth 
of my Faith in thee, and zeal of Love, 
Gratitude and Obedience to thee. 


Lord, do thou but make me Holy, and 
| ſhall never doubt more of my being 


of the number of thy effectually Re- 


deemed ones. 


— 


— —_ 


MEDITATION IL 


T may truly be wondred that any 
Perſon, who ens Chriſt - Jeſus as 
he Author, and the Goſpels, as the 
Rule of his Faith, ſhould ever refuſe 
to 
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to anſwer upon Oath, when brought 
before a Magiſtrate. A worſe Man in 
Power than Caiaphas, and a more Pri- 
vileg'd Perſon than the Son of God, 
and a harder Caſe than this of our 
Lord's, was (even agaiaſt his own 
Life) cannot well meet: Vet we find 
the Bleſſed ſeſus, though at othee times 
he often ſtood mute, in Reverence to 
God, and out of Regard to the Pow- 
ers that then and there met, ſpeaks 
out here in plain and direct Terms. 
As mindful therefore of thy Com- 
mand, O Lord, who ſaidſt Swear not 
4 all, | ſhall, as far as I can, decline 
and avoid Swearing. ' But 1 find by 
thy PraRice, even when this thy 
Anſwer upon Oath was the only Mat- 
ter, upon which thy moſt malicious 
Enemies could ground an Accuſation 
againſt thee to take away thy Life, 
thou wouldſt neither diſguiſe nor con- 
ceal the leaſt of the Fruth, much leſs 
proteſt againſt an Oath as unlawful. | 
cannot therefore but conclude it ſinful 
to refuſe an Oath, whenſoever we are 
by God's Providence brought into 
ſach Circumſtances that the Magiſtrate 
requires it, we are certainly to follow 
our dying Saviour's Example, * 5 

ereb/ 


Mb Meditations thereon. 
hereby taught us the due uſe and ve» 
verence of an Oath, and by bis owa 
Practice Expounded his Precept. Mens 
Conſciences ought indeed to be ſo 


tender, as neither voluntarily nor 


raſhly, much leſs commonly, to Swear; 
but where either the honour or fear 


of God, where regard to Juſtice, or 


where Charity to Men require, it is 


as much a Sin not co anſwer upon 


Oath, as it is without a due Cauſe to 
uſe Swearing. | 

If is be thy Pleaſure, OLord, be plea- 
ſed to deliver me evermore from all 


Snares of my Enemies, in all Caſes what⸗ 
ſoever by which l may be reduced to 
ſach Difficulties; but if ever my 


Oath vpon the truth 'of any thing 1 
know ſhould be required, give me 
Conrage onough to be Honeſt, and 
neither Hypacritically by pretendiag 
Conſeience, to decline my Duty, nor 
by a falſe repreſeatatioa of Things, 
to diſhonour thy Holy Name. To 
witneſs. a good Confeſſion, thy very 
Sufferings ſhew me is my Duty; but 
to pretend Conſcience for 1 
ſuch Confeſſions, is none of the Wiſ- 
dom thou haſt taught me. If chon 
ſhouldſt at any * call me to loſe 


my 
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my Life for thy ſake, grant, O Lord, I 
may never ſeek by any baſe means to 
ſave it, but rather with a Magnani- 
mit y in my degree, like thine, to lay 


down my Life, that I may find it eter- 
nally with 7 ſelf in Glory. 


2 
E -. 
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MEDITATION in. 


AD there been any Juſtice in 
. this Helliſh Council, the High- 
Prieſt having now condemned our 
Lord for Blaſphemy, and that as they 
.avowed upon their own hearing, their 
Hands according to their Law, ought 
to have been firſt upon him, and they 
mould have immediately carried with- 
out the City and Stoned him, for this 
was the Sentence of the Law. But 
they would not vouchſafe him the 
Mercy of fo ſudden a Death; they 
were reſolved to put him to more o- 
pen Shame, and make him ſuffer more 
Iingering and reproachful Pains be- 
fore he Died. Firſt therefore they 


5 permit him to their Officers that held 
dim to be abuſed by them at pleaſure. 


And nom what RT not thou 


ſu 
15 


| | Lord, Which ſavage and barbarous- - 
Men could inflit ? Give me leave as 


H near as I am able, here a little to re- 


count all the particulars of Shame and 
Pain, which at this{rhy ſecond being de- 
livered to the Rabble, thou didſt en- 
dure for my Sins: Firſt they Spit in. 
thy Face, one of the greateſt Indig- 
nities they could deviſe. O the infi- 
nite Patience of the Lord of Glory! 
Mean while, Secondly, others Buffet- 
ted and Cuffed thee. Not content 
herewith, Thirdly, they Blind- fold 
thee, that they might more boldly 
inſult over and reproach thee.. Then, 
Fourthly, they return to their former 
Cruelty, and are more liberal and. 
impudent in their Blows than before; 
they ſtrike thee..on thy Face itſelf 
which they had thus Blinded, and add. 
thereto many more vile abuſes: Pro- 
phecy to us, ſay they, tell vs thou 
Meſſies who it is that now ſmiteth 
thee. - This was thy treatment, O- 
Lord, after that ſad night of thy Ap- 
prehenſion, and during the Morn-. 
ing Twi-light; afterwards a dole- 
ful prelude to a more doleful Day. 
Shall I now think any thing which 1 
can be compell'd to ſuffer for thy. 
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Name grievous, who of thine own ac- 

cord fufferedſt all this for me. © 

Lord, if ever thou call me for thy 

ſake, to endure either Pain or Sbame, 

grant I may ſet thy Pattern before 

me, and ſuffer as calmly, as contented- 
ly and willingly, as thou didſt. 
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MEDITATION w. 


Hov, O Bleſſed Jeſus waſt but 
: now falſely accuſed, and moſt 
unjuſtly condemned for Blaſpbemy, 
which thou neither didſt nor couldſt 
be guilty of. But at this time many 
other things did theſe inhumane Crea- 
tures ſpeak blaſphemouſly againſt thee, 
which thou haſt not thought fir ſhould 
be ſo much as left on Record to us. 
I he total of thy Sufferings for us were 
To grie vous and numerous, that thou 
haſt been pleaſed as it were to draw a 
Veil over many of them, and conceal 
them from Mankind. What mould 
be the Reaſon hereof I will not pre- 
ſume to conjecture: But becauſe I can 
find no way to know how much thon 


haſt ſuffered: for me, therefore 1 - 
| ** 
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ſet no bounds to the Love and Grati- 
tude which I owe thee. I will, thro? 

thy Grace, pay thee all the Love and 
Duty I can, and when I have done fo, 
pray that I may be able to pay more. 
O Lord, daily more and more enlarge 
my Heart in Devotion and Obedience 
to thee, and bring me to comprehend 
with all Saiats, what is the breadth 
and length, and depth, and height, 
and to know the Love of Chriſt, which - 
paſſeth knowledge, that I may be fil-- 
led with all the fulneſs of God. 


With Meditations thereon, 101 
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S8ect. 6. Our Lord carried 
WM before Pilate, and Accu- 
i ſed by the Elders and 


Multitude of the Fews. - 
, A ND the whole Council 
=” 35 and Multitude of them a- 


1, Kc. roſe, and when they had bound 
leſus, they led him away unto 


< the Hall of Judgment, and de- 


* livered him unto Pontius Pilate 

© the Governour, and it was ear- 
© Iy. And they themſelves went 
© not into the Judgment-Hall, leſt 
they ſhould be defiled ; but that 
they might eat the Paſſover. 

* Pilate then went out unto them 
and ſaid, What Accaſation bring 
Je againſt this Man? They an- 

© fwered 
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Wi Meditations thereon. 


. © he were not a Malefactor we 


« would-not have deliver'd him 


8 up unto thee. Then ſaid Pilate 


to them, Take ge bim and Judge 


Man to Death. That the ſayi 


* bim according to your Lav. The 


© Jews therefore ſaid unto him, 
It is not lawful for us to put any 


| '\,. 
* ſwered, and ſaid unto him, If 


© of Jeſus might be fulfilled which F 


© he ſpake, ſignifying what Death 
© he ſhould die. 

And they began to accuſe him 
* ſaying, We found this Fellow 
« perverting the Nation, and for- 
* bidding, to give Tribute to C 
* far, ſaying that he himſelf is 
© Chriſt a King. And Jeſus ſtood 
© before the Governour, and the 
* Governour asked him, ſaying, 
Art thou the Ring of the Jews ? 
And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thow 
* ſayſtit. And when he was ac- 


© cuſed of the Chief Prieſts and 


© Elders of many things, he an- 
ſwered nothing. And Pzlate 
asked 
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© asked him again, ſaying,” An- 
* ny tg thou nothing ? Behold how 
'© many things they witneſs againſt 
"= he But Jeſus anſwered. him 
to never a Word; infomuch that 
7 E Governour marveſled great · 
* Then Pilate entred i into the 
'* Tudgment-Hall again, and cal- 
fed 55 and ſaid unto him, Art 
'© thou the Ring of the Jews? Jeſus 
5 8383 him, Sch t thou" this 
ti of thy ſelf, or did others tell 
© it theeof me? Pilate anſwered, 
© lam a Jew, thine own Nation, 
© and the Chief Prieſts have de- 
© livered thee unto me. What 
© haſt thou done? Jeſus anſwered, 
Kingdom is not of this World: 
5 7 my Ning dom were of this world, 
© then would my Servants fight, that 
* 1 N not he delivered to the 
Bat nom is my Kingdom 
„ 4 uot Fro hente, Pilate therefore 
4 © aid unto him, Art thou a King 
"8 Then! 7 Jcſus-andiwered, Thou 
vel 


726d 
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'« ſaneft that I am a King. To this 


& end was I born, and for this cauſe 
* came I into the World, that 1 
© ſbould bear witneſs of the Trath. 
Ever) one that is of the Truth, 
* beareth- my Voice. Pilate ſaith 
* unto him, What is Truth? And 
* when he had ſaid this, he went 
out again to the Jews, and faith 
© to the Chief Prieſts, and to the 
People, I find no fault in this 
Man at all. And they were the 


more fierce, ſaying, He ſtirreth 


S upthe People, teaching through. 
© out all Jam, beginning from C. 
lilte to this, Place. 


— 
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MEDITATION l. 


T is obſervable how the Chief Prieſts 
and Elders of the Jews, prectpitate 

or haſten the Condemnation and Exe- 
cution of our Lord, after they had 
taken him. It was perhaps about 
Mid- night when they frſt ſeized him. 


Then. 
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Then by Night alſo they carry him to- 
Annas, and immediately thence to 


Caiaphas the High- Prieſt his Palace. 


Here they Examine him, to pick up * | 


what Matter of Accuſation they cou 


againſt him: Aud mean while, by. 


Night, ſtill Summom the whole Body 


of the Elders or Great Council, who: 
fate about break of Day and Con- 


demned him, as far as lay in their 
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Power, to Death. And, while it was- 


ger t early in the Morning, they carry 
im Gough the City to the Houſe of 
Pilate the Roman Governour. Belides 


N 
7 i 


the fierceneſs of their Malice herein, 


it was very probable ſome ſecret Fear, 


leſt ſome of the People, now they, { 
were in the middle of the City, ſhould. * 


have reſcued our Lord and taken him- 
out of their Hands did aQuate them. 


No Man can go deliberately with · 


Courage and Calmneſs, through any. 
Enterprize which is not Juſt or where- 
in ſoever they are conſcious to theme 
ſelves of any Guilt, From the begin- 


ning what a baſe Cowerdiſe and une 
reaſonable Jealouſie hath their Spite 


betrayed ? Only Righteouſneſs and a 
good Cauſe can make Men truly Bold.. 


Grant to me, © Lord, that I may ne- 


Ver. 


0 
—_ Wo. — 


hy 


ET _— 


* 


2 4 * — . 252 — 


With Meditations thereom. 


1 am not fully convinced ia my Con- 
ſcience is good and worthy, or at leaſt 
throughout -Lawful. Let me in all 
my Actions have thy Glory ſtill in 
mine Eye, never act haſtily, or with- 
out Conſideration, for that is plainly 
to caſt off thy Fear, and in a high 


ſort to affront and contemn the. 
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"MEDITATION n. 


Y OW blind and partial a thing 
is Malice! theſe wicked Elders 
of the People could fee, that to go in- 
to the Judgment-Hall (or Governour's 
Houſe ) would ſo far defile them, that 
they ſnould not be Ceremonially clean 


highly conceited they were of their 
Purity before God, but to defign, pro- 


an innocent Perſon, only becauſe he 
was better, and taught better, and did 
more good than all of them, was in 
their eſteem, no Defilement at all. 
The Governour's Houſe was unclean 
to enter into for no other Reaſon, but 

| becauſe 


ver engage in any undertaking which 


to eat the Paſſover; and nndoubtedly 


mote, and endeavour the Murther of 
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becauſe the Governour (a Heathen. 

Perſon with his Family) dwelt there- 

in: Yet they could without ſcruple 

converſe with this Governour and 

any of his Attendants out of the Houſe, 

in order to the Death of :Jeſus. In 

ſhort either ſome ſcruple they had in 

this caſe, and then their Malice had 

made them abominably Blind and Par- 

tial, that they did not ſee and toge- 

ther decline ſnedding of Innocent 

Blood, as well as avoid Ceremonial 

% Defilement-: or they had none, which 

is moſt likely, and then they were 

| abominably Hypocritical in pretend- 
ing to tender Conſcience, when th 

made no Conſciencn of the higheſt 

Crime; they affected to ſtrain at a 

Gnat, while in the mean time they 

ſtuck not to ſwallow a Camel. I ſee 

how juſtly all thoſe vile Queſtions are 

joyned together by our Litvrgy in one 

Deprecation, From all blindneſs of 

Heart, from Pride, V ain-glory, and Hy- 

pocriſie; from Envy Hatred and Ma- 

lice, and from all Uncharit ableneſi, good 

Lord deliver us. All theſe generally 

go together; and this Helliſh combi- 

nation of Sins was it that Murdered 

the Lord of Life. Tae 

ä the 
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+. With Meditations thereon.” 
the higheſt Reaſon among all Chriſti- 


an People for this Petition. And 


thou O Lord, purge my Heart from 
the leaſt tainture of any of cheſe Spi- 
ritual Plagues; and fill me fo with 


thy Fear, that I may never admit the 


leaſt degree of Hypocriſie, Envy, Un- 
charitableneſs or Opiniaſtry of my 
own 'Holineſs into my Heart; for 
that theſe, or indeed any of theſe, 
will ſoon blind the Eyes of my Soul, 


and betray me to the moſt horrid 
Practices on Earth. They blinded the 
Jews into the Murder of my Bleſſed 
Saviour. 


MEDITATION 11. 


Ehold yet, O my Soul, a farther 
Inſtance of their Blindnef$ or 


Unreaſonableneſs. When they bring 
the Holy Jeſus before Pilate; they 


have not the Senſe or Equity that an 


Heathen Deputy had ia the Caſe bf / 
St. Paul; they bring the Priſduer bur 
"ſignify not withal-the Crime they had 
againſt him. They would have Pilate 
condemnu him, becauſe they had wicx- 
ere L edly- 
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edly cenſured him as a Malefactor. H 
he were not a MalefaQtor, ſay they, 
we would not have delivered him un- 
to thee. Pilate was by this dealing ſo 
far apprehenſive of their Malice, that 
2s yet he refuſes to take cognizance 
of the Cauſe, but would leave them to 
Judge him by their own Law, becauſe 
he knew, let them -judge what they 
would, they durſt not put him to 
Death: And thus much they them- 
delves immediately confeſs. O moſt 
deplorable Caſe! the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the World, came to his 
own, and his own not only .received 
him not, but afforded him not the Ju- 
ſtice that a Heathen Governor thought 
reaſonable ſhould be ſhewn to him. 
Yet were theſe, according tothe Fleſh, 
of the Stock of Abraham, and of the 
then viſible Church-of God. Let me 
then never think my ſelf ſecure by 
any Birth-right or Privilege of being 
of the pureſt and moſt excellently 
conſtituted Church. Theſe are ad- 
vantages indeed highly to be valu- 
ed, and for which all our Days we 
ought to praiſe God: But notwith- 
- Randiog, they are forfeitable and have 
been farfeited by the Bodies of whole 
| | Nations. 


Mil. Meditations thereon: 
Nations. Its only a Heart and Life 
conformable to the Law of God, which 
can keep a Man in his Favour, or in 
a ſtate of Salvation. O Lord, do thou 
preſerve me by thy Power through 
Faith, that I never fall from thee. 


1 
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MEDITATION iv. 


MF Alice is now come to its laſt 

* ſhift : Some Accuſation they 
8 muſt bring againſt their Priſoner, at 
d the Bar of the Heathen Judge, and 
„chat too ſuch as he would think fit for 
u W his Cognizance. But what muſt that 
1. be againſt a Perſon of ſuch unſpotted 
h, lanccence? Firſt, From his Examina- 
e tion they draw Conſcquences, which 
he was ſo far from ever intending 
that he had expreſly taught the con- 
trary thereto. He in his Examination 
had own'd himſelf to be the Meſſias. 
Hence they ſeem to have argued in 
themſelves, if the Meſſias, then the 
King of the Jews. If King of the 
Jews, then as their King he might de- 
mand Tribute from them. Some ſach 


train of Thoughts as this muſt be in 
| L 2 their 


For 
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their Minds, to ground and form a- 
gainſt him this curſed falſe Charge, 
that he perverted the Nation, and 
endeavoured to divert Cæſar's Tri- 
bute to himſelf. And all this they 
were content ſhould be ſuppoſed a- 
gainſt the Holy Jeſus. But contrary 
hereto he had both taught by his ob- 
viating their Temptation formerly, 
when he required them to render to 
Cæſar the things that were Cæſars, and 
eſpecially the Tribute- Mony. And 
as to demanding any Tribute for him- 
ſelf, the whole courſe of his Life had 
been fo reſerved, private and retired; 
ſo free from Ambition, or ſeeking 
Wealth, that as they could ſind none 
to accuſe him of any Inſtance hereof, 
ſo neither had they themſelves the 
Impudence to forge any Overt Act of 
theſe which they could accuſe him of; 
but a train of Conſequences: of their 
own. framing, without any apparent 
Reaſon or Ground for the Pretences 
of what they would have the Heathen 
Judge to Condemn him for. This 
was too groſs for Pilate himſelf to 
ſwallow. - However the Fews Malice 
being reſtleſs, a new Accuſation was 
trumpt up; He ſtirreth up the People 
1222 through 


Mit Meditations thereon... 
throughout all Jewry. The plain En- 
gliſh of all which was this; His Teach- 
ing is ſuch, and his Holineſs ſuch, 
as that-all the Country believe, ad- 
mire and follow him, rather than us. 
This was all which in truth the Jews 


could ſay againſt Jeſus. Inſtead of 


which, they charge him with Preach- 
ing againſt Ceſar's Title, and endea- 
vouring to ſupplant him in his Tri- 
bute, diverting the payment of it to» 
himſelf, and the like impudeat Falſi- 
ties. Whereby it appears how in all 
our Lord was oppreſſed, his Holy 
Doctt ine made matter of Calumay,z 
himſelf and his humble peaceable Be- 
haviour ſlandred and trampled upon; 
his Doctrine every. way. perverted, 
belied and miſ-reported ; and himſelf 
loaded with all the Calumnies that 
Mens or Devils Imagination could in- 


vent. To all which we find him to 


anſwer nothing relating to himielf of 
his own- Merits, and committiag the- 
vindicating his Name to his Holy Fa- 
ther's Wiſdom and juſtice. Should 
it ever be my lot to be thus Injared, 
calumniated and expoſed in a righte- 
ous Cauſe, teach me, good Lord, with 
Patience and Prudence to imitate my 

L 3: Saviour, 
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Saviour, and quietly to expe& Juſtice 
from him, whoever in his own time, 
which is fitteſt, vindicates his Ser- 
vants Innocency. For Lord, thy 
Time is alwaysbeſt. Of Oh ee 
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CHAP. VII. 


ect 7. Our Lord by Pilate 


ſent to Herod to be Judg- 
ed by him, Herod being 
diſappointed of his Ex- 
pectation, after a moſt vile 
and barbarous treatment, 
- font him back to Pilate. 


| THen PHate heard of Gali- 


Man were a Galilean? And as 
ſoon as he knew that he 1 72 — 
to Herod's Juriſdiction, he ſent 


alſo at Jeruſalem at that time. 
And when Herod ſaw Jefus, he 
was exceeding glad; for he was 


cefirous to ſee him of a long ſea- 
ſon, 


lee, he asked whether the 


him to Herod, who himſelf was 
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fon, becauſe he had heard many 
things of him; and he hoped. to 
_ ſeen ſome Miracle done by 
im. 3 
Then he queſtion'd with him 
in many Words, but he anſwered 
him nothing. And 2 Chief, 
Prieſts and Scribes ſtood and ve- 
hemently accuſed him. And He- 
rod with his Men of War, ſet 
him at nought, and Mocked him, 
and arrayed them in a gorgeous 
Robe, and ſent him again to Pi- 
late. And the ſame Day Pilate 
and Herod were made Friends to- 
gether; for before they were at 
Enmity between themſelves. 


% 
- 


— — 


late no ſooner heard of the Name MW rt 
> - K& Galilee and our Lord's being re- ( 
puted to come from thence, but ſeems t 
with a ſecret Joy to have catch'd at 8 
it, hoping he had now met with a W » 

| likely 


With Meditations thereon. 
likely hit to deliver himſelf from a 
difficult and very uneaſy as well as 
odious Cauſe that lay before him. He 
immediately therefore ſends our Lord 
to Herod under a Roman Guard (as 
we will ſuppoſe ) Now Herod (then 
Tetrach of Galilee) was at that time 
in Jeruſalem; and out of Curioſity was 
no leſs glad to have Jeſus ſent to him 
than Pilate was to be delivered of 
him; for he had a long time been de- 
ſirous and now hoped to fee a Mira- 
cle done'by Jeſus. He therefore im- 
mediately enters upon cognizance of 
the Cauſe; and puts many Queſtions 
to our Lord, and our Lord anſwered 
him not a Word; the Reaſons there= 
of were much better known to our 
Lord than we can gueſs at them. But 
this his Courage is ſtill a farther in- 
ſtance of his calm, quiet, magnani- 
mous and reſolved Temper, than 
which nothing cou Hd be Braver or 
Greater. 

Miractes were never vonchlafes, 
much leſs deſigned to gratify Humane 
Curioſity, As the Nature and Au- 
thors 'of them have been ſtill more 
Sacred-than that they ſhould be trifled 


wh ſo is their End: No Miracles. 
ever 
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ever were done, but the Perſon or 
Fer ſons that did them were ſent by 
God, and the Miracles were the Cre- 
dentials of their Miſſion, or of their 
being ſo ſent. The main end of them 
always was the Faith (at leaſt of 
ſome) of the Spectators. And where 
any had ſo hardened their Hearts; as 
the Body of the Jewiſh Nation, and 
this Herod in particular had done, that 
they would not believe, no not tho” 
a Man ſhould riſe to them from the 
Dead (as our Lord had raiſed divers) 
there Divine Power ſhould only ex- 
poſe itſelf by a freſn Miracle. Herod 
therefore was vouchſafed none. Upon 
which Reaſon, and our Lord's not An- 
fwering him to any thing that he asked 
him, he accounted himſelf deſpiſed by 
our Lord, and paid him back in worſe 
ſort of Coin: He not only deſpiſed, 
but Moc ted him. 0 | 

1 firſt of all, O Lord, reverence and 
adore thy Wiſdom in not vouchſafe- 
ing to gratifie ſo vile and havghty. a 
Wretch as this Herod with the ex- 
pence of a Miracle, which was no 
doubt, one of the Points that he de- 


demanded of thee, or queſtioned thee 


about. Thou now teacheſt by thy 


practice, 
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With Meditations thereon. 119 
practice, as formerly by Precept, that 
which is holy 5s not to be given to Dogs, Matt. 7 6. 
nor Pearls to be caſt before Swine ;, thy 
Miracles were generally, beſides that 
they were Miracles, Acts of Mercy 
(healing the Sick, relieving the Di- 
ſtreſſed, &c.) aand here was no place 
for ſuch Acts. Deliver me, good Lord, 
from all hardneſs of Heart, and keep 
me ever more in ſuch Temper, that 
] may be a fit Object of thy Mercy. 

And next, I heartily acquieſce in the 
vaſt number of Miracles (wondrous 
above meaſure)wrought by thee in the 
Face of Multitudes, whom thou ſaw- 
eſt fit to be Beholders and Wineſſes 
of them. Increaſe I beſeech thee, the 
Impreſſions they have made on my 
Heart: Make them ſtill as real and 
Freſh to me, as if I had but lately ſeen 
them with mine own Eyes; that ſo 
my Faith, by conſideration of them, 
may grow firmer, and I have ſhare in 
that Bleſſing which belongs to them 
oh having not Seen, have Belie- 
ve | 
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bad as he was, though he could find 


could Condemn him. So perfect was 


no Judges to be met with, who could 
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MEDITATION m. 


| Ere is another Inſtance of the in- 
veterate and obſtinate Malice 
ot the Jewiſh Elders and High-Prieſts WM 
againſt our Lord. Though Hered as | 
he deſerved, was ſufficiently hated by 
the Jews, yet will they accept him as 
a Jugde, and make all the nſe they 
can of him to cut off our Saviour. 
The Chief-Prieſts and Scribes there- + 
fore ſtood and vehemently or boldly e 
accuſed the Bleſſed Jeſus before this q 
(of the two) the more unjuſt and cru- 
el Judge. But even this Wretch, as 


Matter enough for which he could 
ſet him at Navght, Mock and abuſe 
him, could find none for which he 


onr Lord's Innocency, that there was 


Condemn him, but thoſe, who beſides 
that they were his implacable Ene- 
mies, were together Accuſers, Wit- 
neſſes, and (to make ſure of all) Judge. 
amongſt the Mockeries which . 
4 * an 
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Mil Meditations thereoy.. 
and his Men of War put upon our 
Lord, there is none ment ioned but his 
array ing him in a gorgeous(or Royal) 
Robe, and ſending him back through 
the Streets of Jeruſalem ſo Clad to 
Pilate. This is the third fic of Mock- 
ery which thou enduredſt, O Bleſſed 
Saviour, for me, amongſt the reſt of 
the ſinful Race- of Mankind. From no 
Bar wherever thou appearedſt, didſt 
thou depart without ſome additional 
load of Shame or Pain. | 

But to us who are Sinners is it that 
Shame and confuſion of Face did and 
does belong, not to thee, who knew- 
eſt no Sin. However, ſo meekly, ſo rea- 
dily doſt thou receive all the Reproa- 
ches and Difſhonours that were any 
where offered thee, as if thou hadſt 
thought thou could'ſt never have ſuf- 
fered enough for us. I will never, O 
Bleſſed Jefus, ſcruple the ſufficiency 
of thy Satisfaction for my Sins. How 
art thou led away from one Place to 
another; all along made a Gazing- 
ſtock hoth by Reproaches and Affli- 
ctions l whether thou receiveſt any 
Sentence or no, thou art every where 
treated and led away as a Malefactor. 
Nothing any 728 but the imputati- 

| | On 
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on of Guilt, and a load of Diſnonout, 


of Sceffs and Mockery attends thee. 


Theſe Things haſt thou endured for 


ame; and ſhall I ever-refuſe to ſuffer 


Reproach for thy ſake, who haſt born 
ſo much for mine? If vain People 
ſcoff at me, becauſe my Carriage is 
more ſer ious than theirs, ſhall I on ac- 


«count of their Scoffs be aſhamed of 


Gravity, or even of Devotion? It 
thou by thy Providence ſhould caft 
me where my Religion would be a 
reproach? Sould I bluſh openly to pro- 
feſs and confeſs thy Truth to eſcape 
that reproach? No, by thy Grace, O 
Lord, I will hold faſt the profeſſion of 

Faith without wavering. I will 
conſider others, and endeavour to pro- 
voke them to Love and good Works. 
Above all, I will conſider thee, who en- 
duredF ſuch Contradiftion of Sinners. 
Strengthen me, good Lord, that 
may be never weary, nor byany Op- 
poſition faint in my mind, but ſtill 
reſiſt ſtriving againſt Sin, both in 
my ſelf and others, till 4 ſhall have 
finiſhed-my Courſe, and through thy 
Merits, be admitted into that Holy 
Place, where thou my Fore-runner 
art entred -for -me, and where 1 ſhall 
behold thy Face ia the Glory. of the 
Father. MEDI- 
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MEDITATION II. 


17 is not improbable that one Rea- 
ſon of our Lord's neither anſwer- 
ing Herod any one Queſtion which he 
put to-him, nor doing any Miracle at 
his Intreaty, was Hered's never ſcek- 
ing to him, nor regarding any of thoſe 
many Miracles which he had wrought 
in Galilee, from his firſt preaching 
there till this time. Since our Lord 
began firſt publickly to ſhew himſelf 
and preach the Goſpel of the King- 
dom,were now paſt about three Years: 
and an half. In the beginning of this- 
time had Herod had Perſonally to him- 
ſelf the Reproofs from John the Bap- 
tiſt, and Beheaded him in Priſon at 
the inſtigation-of the Adultreſs his. 
Whore. All this while, and much 
longer, had Herod been Tetrarch of 
Galilee, and without doubt, could have- 
been no Stranger to the fame either 
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of our Lord's DoQtrine or. Miracles; Zube 23. 
but was thought to:be more iaclin'd 31. 


to Murther Jeſus (as certain of the 
Phariſes ſuggeſted) than to be willing 
M 2 to 
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to learn of him. Moſt juſtly then 


-might eur Lord ſtand mute te the 


Queſtions of ſuch a Wretch, eſpecial- 


ly when they proceed only from Cu- 


rioſity mix'd with Pride and Cruelty. 
They who withſtand and fnpprels the 


workings of Grace, and neglect the 


Means of it, when they are offer'd, 
do commonly in God's holy and wiſe 


Providence ſuffer Rejection, when 
they begin to liſten, out of vain De- 


ſigns. Conſider, O my Soul, how of- 
ten baſt thou been guilty of ſuch Par- 


tiality in amendment as was 4#erod 


at firſt by John Baptiſt's Preack- 


ing! and though God has reſtrained 


thee from ſuch outragious Wicked- 


neſs as that Wretch was guilty of, 


yet haſt not thou, as much as he did, 


- neglected many Opportunities thou 
: haſt had to improve thy ſelf both in 


Sacred Knowledge and Vertuef When 
the means of both have been at hand, 


ho haſt thov, if not totally ſlighted 
and overlook'd them, yet not made 


half the uſe of them thou mighteſt 


have done? This laſt was one part of 


Herod's Sin. He did in ſome mea- 


ſure improve under the Baptiſt's Mi- 
"niltry ; he obſerved him, and when 


be 
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he heard him, he did many things, Mart 6. 
$44.44. 20s 


and heard him gladly. - + 
At this rate has moſt of thy Im- 


provements been. Juſtly then might 


God have dealt with thee as our Lord 


does here with Herod, and never have 
\ ſpoken one Word to thee more. O 
\hearken' then to all the Gracious Calls 


and Monitions, which daily proceed 
from his continued Goodneſs, whe- 


ther by the Voice of his Miniſters in 


publick, or by other more ſecret 
Ways: Eſpecially ſuffer not the Mo- 


tions of God's Spirit (good Thoughts, 
good Affections, holy Reſolutions, at 


any time raiſed in thee) to paſs over 
in vain; not thoſe of this Day par- 
ticularly: Find time immediately to 
recollect and reckon them up; take 
care they be not forgotten or ſlip a- 
way preſently ſo as to be minded no 
more. O Lord, I may lay this Charge 
on my Soul. But I am ſenſible of my 
own Weakneſs; without thy ſpecial 
Grace I ſhall never keep ic. Do thou 
therefore keep this for ever in the 
imagination of the Thoughts of mp 
Heart, and: eſtabliſh- my Heart unt 
thee for ever, | 
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TD Ehold here the curſed Pride and 
| Spite of Herod,but fecret bounds 
ſet to both theſe by the Wiſe and 
Holy overruling Power of God. He 
could find no Crime wherewith after 
all the Clamour and falſeneſs of the 
Jews he might charge our Saviour; 
he could not therefore with any co- 
Jour of Juſtice Condemn him. But 
becauſe our Lord would not gratific 
him by doing ſome Miracle in his 
Sight, nor anſwer his imperious and 
no doubt malicious Queſtions, he not 
only with his Soldiers fets him at 
naught and Mocks him, but in a ſcorn- 
ful condition ſends him back to Pilate 
for further fcornful Treatment, as 
well through the Streets, as at the 
 Judgment-Hall. He could ſend no 
Indictment with him, for which he 
might be condemned; ſuch was his 
Innocency ! but he was able to Scorn 
and Expoſe him, and this he does. 
ic might be wondred that the ſame 


Arbitrary Cruelty with mens be 
1 
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firſt Impriſoned and then Beheaded 


John the Baptiſt, did not here alſo 
operate to the cutting off the Bleſſed 
Jeſus. But certainly herein inter po- 
ſed that ſpecial Providence, which as 
it chains up Devils, fo limits and re- 
ſtrains the Paſſions of Furies and Vio- 
lence of wicked Men. Hitherto they 
ſhall go, and no further. Here ſhall 
their Pride and Rancour ſtop. Herod 
might Mock our Lord, expoſe him, 
and ſend him back to be ſcorned, but 

not condemn or deliver him up 
Lieath. 9 44: 1 
The ſame good Providence has no 
doubt oftner preſerved me from the 
Malice of the Devil and his Agents, 
than I am or ever ſhall. be ſenſible of. 
Teach me therefore, O Lord, in all 
adverſe things that befall me, to ac- 
knowledge at leaſt thy Permiſſion ; 
and that in the greateſt Extremities 
to which I am, or ſhall be reduced, 
to confeſs *cis ſtill through thy re- 
ſtraining Power, that things are not 
worſe with me. Grant I may ever 
imitate my Saviour's Patience, who 
though he never deſerved Evil, yet 
ſuffered ſo much, and that not on- 
ly without Murmuring, but without 
com- 
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complaint. If the Captain of our Saf. 
vation was not made Perfect but thro? 
Sufferings (ſufferings of all ſorts, ſuf- 
fering Reproaches and Scorns, as 
well as a thouſand other Griefs and 
Miſeries) what can ever fall to my 
Lot which I ſhould any ways-regret ? 
J cannot certainly think any thing 


much, if I look unto thee thus made 


for my ſake the very Scorn of the 
People, and the Diverſion of their 
Governours Tyranny. Dear Lord, I 
can never ſuffer enough, never be con- 
temned enough for thy ſake. 


MEDITATION V. 


Wir was the occaſion: on which 
theſe two wicked Great Men 
came to be at Enmity, foraſmuch as 
the Sufferings of our E6rd ſeem not 
at all concerned in it, all Conjectures 
at preſent may be very well for horn. 
But ſuch were the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament touching the Meſſia 5 


that in order to the cutting him o 


it was neceſſary the B ſhould 


rage, and the People imagine a. vain 
or 
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or (falſe) thing, that the Kings of ihe 
Earth ſhauld ſet themſelves, and the Pal. 2. 
" Rulers tale Counſel together ' againſt 
the Lord, and againſt bis Anomted : 
Which Prediction the Aſſembly of the 
Apoſtles at Jeruſalem, after their ha- 
ving been ſome Days Inſpired, parti- 
cularly apply to Herod' and Pontius 4d, 4. 26, 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and People &c. 
of 1/rael gathered together and Cons 
ſpiring againſt our Saviour for #0. 4o 
whatfoever the hand of God and his 
Counſel determined before to be dont. 
Little did Pilate and Herod, or even 
the ſews, intend to comply with 
God's Wiſe and Gracious Contrivan- 
ces, or with any of his Methods and 
long-laid Deſign for reſtoring Fallen 
Mankind. Little did they think of 
fulfiling the Prophecies concerning 
the Meſſias, or giving a freſh Argu- 
ment, that Jeſus of Nazareth, whom 
they agreed to Murther, was that Son 
of David whom God not withſtanding 
ail Oppoſition, would ſer upon his 
Holy Hill of Zion, and finally was toſit 
upon the Throne of David for ever- 
more, of whoſe Kingdom was to be 
no end. But thus do even the oor 
ede 
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Kiches of thy Wiſdom and Goodaeſs. 


edeſt Men on Earth, the Judar's, the 
- | "Pilates, and the + Herod's of the 
World, unawares, blindly, and againſt 
their Iaclinations, accompliſh the Will 
of God. O how unſearchable are thy 


and more of the Wonders of thy 


Decrees, and what thou intendeſt. 
Let me keep to and follow thy 


ing © well-pleafed in whatever thou 
doeſt, remembring that thy ways are 
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Judgmonts, O Lord, and thy ways paſt 


finding out. Fill my Soul, good God, e 


with Admiration of the depth of the 


Enlighten the Eyes of my Mind, that 
F may be able to diſcern daily more 


Grace, of the inſuperable and indefei- 


ſible Coonſels of thy Will. Bot let 
me never curiouſly pry inte Things 


not Revealed, or make before-hand 
Trains and Interpretations of thy 


Word; let me obſerve thy Provi- 
dences, adoring thee in all, and be- 


many times in the deep” Waters, and 
as long as this World laſts there will 
be a great deal of Darkneſs in thy 
Managemeat ; but the Day is coming 
apace which ſhall manifeſt all Things, 
and ſhew thou art, and ever * "OY 

K Kigh- 


Righteous in all thy Ways, and Ho- 

ly in all thy Works. Accompliſh . 
therefore thine own Will as. to all 

things, in thine own Manner, by thine 

own Means, and in thine own good 

Time. Even ſo, O Lord, for ſo is 2 
ever beſt. So will moſt Glory ac- 
crue to thee. Thy Name be ballowed, 

and thy Kingdom come. 
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Sect. 8. Pilate Conſults a- 
gain with the Jewiſh Ru- 
lers and People ; pr. 
ſes a way for Releaſing 

Jeſus: Barrabbas is by the 
Jews preferr d to Jeſus, 


1 


on wie, 4 oh, as 


5 5 Hen Pilate when he had 
N called together the Chief 


* Prieſts and the Rulers, and the 
© People ſaid unto them, ye have 
© brought this Man unto me, as 
© one that perverteth the People, 
and behold, I having Examined 
© him before you, have found no 
* fault in this Man touching thoſe 
© things whereof ye accuſe him; 


* no, nor yet Herod ; For I ſent 
| : you 


Lonp*sPasgoN : - 
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to him, and loe nothing 


F 3 of Death is done unto 
him: I will therefore Chaſtiſe 
© him and releaſe him. 

© Now, at that Feaſt the Go- 
* yernour was wont to releaſe to 
the People aPriſoner,whom they 
© would. And they. had then a 
© notable Priſoner called Barabbas, 


© whichlay bound with them that 


© had made Iaſurrection with 
him, who had committed Mur- 
ther in the Inſurrection. And 
, the Multitude crying aloud, be- 

gan to bid him do as he had ever 


done unto them. Therefore, 


* when they were gathered toge- 
ther, Pilate ſaid unto them, 
. dom arll ye that I releaſe unto 
* Jou'? Barabbas, or Jeſus which is 
called Chriſt, the King of the Jews ? 
(tor he knew a. the Chief 
* Priefts had delivered him for 
Envy.) Now, when he was fate 


\ Fes onthe Judgment-Seat, his 


: Wie ſent to him, laying, Have 
| N © thou 


I33 4 
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bon nothing to do with that Juſt 
Man, for I bude fi affered wan) 
<. things this Di in 4 Dreams becauſe 

of him. But the Chief Prieſts and 
Elders perſwaded the Multitude - 
that they ſhould ask Barabbas 
and deſtroy Jeſas, And they 
* <ried out all at once, ſaying, A. 
< way with this man, and releaſe unt 
+ as Barabbas, Pilate anſwered, Ne 
and faid again unto them (wik " 
ling to releaſe Jeſus) Whether f 0 
the twain will ye that I releaſe un- 
to you? Theyſaid Barabbas. Pilatt 
faith untothem, What ſball I ab 
then with Jeſus which is calle 
Chriſt, whom ye call the Ning iii © 
the Jens? But they cried ſaying 
** Cracify him, Crucify him. Then 
' Plate ſaid unto them the third 
time, Why, what evil hath he don: 
I have found no cauſe of Death ii 


him: 1 will therefore chaſtiſe hi 
and let him go. But they crie 
< out the more, ſaying, Les him bt 
* Crucified, | g 
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Fri is really worthy of Conſi el 
and not without Matter of wonder 
to ſee 'what Pains Pilate takes, upon 
our Lord's being: remitted to him by 
Herod, what Counſels and Expedi- 
ents be again and again thinks on to 
have delivered Jeſus from the Malice 
of the Blood-thirſty Jewiſh Rulers. 
He openly proteſts his Senſe of onr 
Lord's Innocency: To corroborate his 
own Sentiments, he alleges the Judg- 
ment of Herod, who ſeat him back: 
without any Paniſhment, becauſe he 
could find no Guilt in him. Then he 
endeavours to compound the Matter, 
ſomething he would allow to their im- 
portunity; Þ will; ſaith he, Chaſtiſe- 
him; (that is, order bim to be pubs 
lickly W.hipp'd) and reteaſe him. But 
at this he preſently relents, conſider- 
ing that it was for meer Envy that 
the Chief Prieſts-thus Proſecuted him 
and thinks of-a Way to diſmiſs him 
without any Puniſhment. Te bave 4 
Cuſtom (faith 1 this Feaſt, that 1 


releaſe. 
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136. A Viem ef our Loxp's Passion: 
releaſe to you ſome Priſoner, let him that 
is called Chriſt the King of the Jews, be 
the Man. But here at the curſed in- 
ſtigation of the Chief Prieſts and El- 

ders, the Rabble renew their Clamour 
and demand Barabbas (one who in his 
Fobn 18 moſt innocent Character was a Rob- 
n. ber; in plain Engliſh, a Rogue, but 
of late had alſo made an Inſurrection, | 
and therein Murthered a Man.) This | 
is the Perſon whom they prefer be- 
fore the Prince of Life, as St. Peter Nc 
afterwards told them. Pilate, as it MW D 
he had not underſtood them, but in- M n 
deed being willing to releaſe Jeſus, 8 
puts the Qneſtion to them the ſecond 
time, Whether of the two they would 
have ? Still the cry is, Away with thi; 
Man, Crucify him, Crucify him. T he 
third time again Pilate demands what 
evil they could accuſe him of; and 
would fain have quieted them by of- 
fering to Scourge him. But they cry 
dut the more; and in fine, nothing 
will ſerve them but his Crucifixion. 
O Holy and Bleſſed Jeſus, how blou- 
dy are the Minds of thy Country- 
men! and theſe not only the Raſca- 
lity, but the Rulers, the Chief Prieſts 
and Elders: of the People, Scribe, on 
ler 2 an 
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Mil Meditations thereon:  . 
and Phariſees, the moſt Learned and 
ſtricteſt Livers (as at leaſt they pre- 
tended) of the whole Nation. Alas! 
alas! no Dignity, Office, or Promo- 
tion, no advantage of Inſtitution and 
Education, no not Age, Gravity,Staid- 


neſs, or any ſuch Qualities as ordina- 
rily make Men fic for Counſel, ſecure 
Men from, ontragious Vices. When 


Men of ſuch Condition give them- 
ſelves over to evil Conſcience, or any 
courſe of Sin, they are the greateſt 
Miſcreants or Villains. O God, let 
me never truſt to any Eminency or 


Station to which thou art pleaſed to 


advance me, as if it put me above 


Temptation, or diſhonouring both 


thee and my ſelf, even in the vileſt 
ways. Keep me ever mindfal of the 
corruption of my own Heart, and 
watchful both againſt the deceitful- 
neſs of it, and all Tempratioas from 
without, Thy Grace is only my ſe- 
curity. Oh! let my Eye be ever to- 
wards thee, that ſo | may be kept by 


thy Power through Faith unto Salva- 1 Ter. 1.5. 


tion. A 
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MEDITATION. . 


ur what ſhould be that carſet 

bitter Root from whence fuch 

iuveterate Malice in the Jewiſn Rulers 

and People ſhould ſpring, that they 

would be ſatisfied with nothing but 

the Blood of our Lord, and that too 

to be ſhed. in the moſt ignominious 
manner, by Cruci fiction between two 
Thieves. It could originally without 

doubt, be nothing elſe but that enmi- 

ty that was from the Beginning, 
between the Seed of the Old Ser- 

pent and the Woman. Our Lord 

was Unſpotted, Holy, and he had all 

along fet up for Holinefs, but their 

Deeds were Evil; yet more particu- 

larly and immediately it ſeems to 

have been the love of this World, 

which at the bottom acted them all. 

This always was, and is, and ever will 

be Enmity with God. Their Hearts 

em. 4. 4. were Earthly and Senſual, and there- 
Fam. 3. fore Deviliſh, as St. James accurately 
15 Joyns them together. They looked 
tor a Hefſias which ſhould have ap- 

. peared 
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- 1 With Malitat ions t herrou. 

peared in all Worldly Power and 
Pomp, that as in Solomor's Days, 
ſhould have made Silver and Gold a 
Jeruſalem as plenteous as the Stones 
ia the Street, and Cedars as the Syca- 2 Cbron. 

more Trees for abundance; ſo that 1. 15. 

they ſhould all of them have been 

made Princes over the Earth. This. 

was it they had ſet their Hearts up- 

on: And this had envenom'd them 

in point of Religion; ſo that they 

placed Religion wholly in Ceremo+- 

nies and ſome little external Works, 

as Tything Mint and Rue, and all man- 

ner of Herbs, but had baniſh'd out of 

it Judgment and the love of God. Con 

trary hereto our Lord declared his 

WH Kingdom not to be of this World; that 

the Hour was th the w= Wor- 

ppers ſhould worſhip the Father in Spi- 

N —— ers and that ſueh only * Joby 4: 23s 

Father ſeeketh to Worſhip him, and 

„with ſuch Worſhip only be is and 

will be pleaſed. Accordingly ever 

and anon our Lord in his Sermons 

ſpared not to tax their Hypocriſie, 

and making the Law of God of none ef- 

felt by their Traditions. He would have 

taught them pure Religion, and have 

made them free from their Luſts — 

carna 
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carnal Mind; but they proudly told 
him, They were. Abrahants Seed;/and 
never in Bondage to any. The con- 
trary to which they could not but 
know, had befallen their Nation ma- 
ny times, and even at that time they 
were a Conquered People, and under 
the Roman V oak. But any Lyes would 
ſerve to palliate their reſolv'd Oppo- N 
ſition to our Lord and his Doctrine. \ 
O good God deliver me from all 1 | 
Degrees of a covetous, earthly, and MW 5 
ſenfual Spirit, and from all the Con- r 
n 

. 


ſequents of it; for I am ſenſible the 

love of thee can never conſiſt with ſuch 

a-Temper. And, Lord, thou knoweſt 

it is the deſire of my Soul to love thee 

above all Things. Tis my daily 

rief that I find my Heart is ſo dead 

to thee, that my Affections move not 

with more Life towards thee, and 

ttzhe Things not ſeen; that this World 

through my Eyes and Ears, and all my 

Senſes, crowds and thruſts it ſelf fo 

into-my Mind, as too often to fill my 

Thoughts, and (alas !) very ofren,and 

for Hours together, to exclude thee. 

O God, hold thine omn: I am 
made by thee, redeem'd by thee ; 1 


* New made and an. by 
thee. 


thee, Thou art mightier than all; lee 


none pull me out of thy Hands, . + 
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T could not be without a ſpecial 
Providence, that Pilates Wife, 
while theſe things were agitated ſo 
hotly, ſhould ſuffer ſo much in ber 
Sleep. The effect of this Dream we 
read indeed no more of, but that im- 
mediately upon/it, ſhe ſent to her 
Husband,though now upon the Bench, 
that he ſhould have nothing to do with 
that Juſt Man. Whether ſhe was als 
ready inclined to Chriſtianity, or diſ- 
poſed' thereto by this Dream (having 
been made in her Sleep a kind of Fel- 
low-ſufferer with our Saviour) or in 
the end truly Converted hereby ( as. 
ſome have judged) the Holy Ghoſt has 
not thought fit to leave upon Record: 
That Dreams fent by God, (as in all 
likelyhood this was) bave had great 
effects on ſome, even as to Morals, 
cannot be denied. Elibs tells us, is 
a Dream, in the Viſion of the Night, 
when deep ſleep falleth upon Men, in ſlum- 


berings. 


r4t 


142 A Ven of car Lond Phsgron: 


berings on their Bed, then God openeth 
the Ears of Men, and ſealeth their In- 
ſtructions. This laſt form of Speech, 
Sealing their fnſtructions, feems to 
im port a greater Impre ſſion of amend- 
ment npon them than ordinary. But 
this is a point which little concerns 
our Saviour's Paſſion: Only it may 
ſerve to aggravate Pulate's Sin, that 
neither his own Senſe of our Lord's 
 Innocency, nor his Wife's warning of 
him, could conffrm him, and that in 
fo high a matter of Juſtice, againſt the 
Tews Clamours and Violence. 
However, O Lord, becauſe thou 
haſt in thine infinite Wiſdom adjudg- 
ed this Dream (though we know not 
the Particulars of it) a Point of mo- 
ment enough to be inſerted in the Hi- 
ſtory of our Lord's Sufferings, give 
me leave to beſeech thee, if not to 
feal Inſtruction to me by Night- 
dreams, becauſe thou haſt now ap- 
pointed more ordinary Means) yet at 
leaſt to ſanctify my Sleep to me; to 
deliver me from all ſorts of Illuſions 
here in, and to direct me ſoberly to 
Interpret any thing more Serious, and 
of real concernment than ordinary, ei- 
ther to my ſelf or others, which by 
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* Providence ſhall ever be ſuggeſted os 
to me in my dreaming Thoughts. 
Thou, O Lord, never ſlumbereſt nor 
ſlee peſt, but thou haſt ſo framed me, 
that I cannot long live without it, and 
(for ever bleſſed be thy free and moſt 
wondrous Grace) thou haſt given thy 
Son to die for me, that whether 1 
Wake or Sleep, I ſhould live to him, 
andiſa:hereafter ever live with him. 
Poſſeſs I pray thee, my Soul with ſuch 
a lively ſenſe of that N Life, 
that all the concerns of this World 
may be but as a Dream to me, till I 
fleep ia the Lord Jeſus; and when I 
awake, be raiſed i in, * Jatiied with 


thy Likemeſu. \ 
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as in the procuring Sentence againſt p 
our Lord, and hurrying bim to Exe- 


unto them. Herod examines our Lord, 
found not hing worthy of Death in him. 


before them all; and after he was ſent 


abate, Crucify, Cruciſy him, is ſtill their 
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Tever certainly was there ſuch an! 
inſtance of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs and giddy Fury of the Multitude, IJ i! 


cution ; when they have got Leaders © 
to whoſe Conduct they have given m 
themſelves up, they neither hear nor . 
conſider any thing that can be ſaid m 


and upon examination tells them, he 
Pilate examines him once publickly 


back from Herod three times private- 
ly, and as often declares him inno- 
cent. Yet nothing does their Rage 


Note. 

Lord, grant I may never be enga- 
ged in any Tumult, nor follow a mul- 
titude to do Evil. Deliver me for 
evermore from all raſh and Head- 
ſtrong Counſels, from Clamours and 


turbulent Counſellors and — 
wk , 


With Meditations thereon. 

The quiet and peaceable Mind is alone 
Rational and Chriſtian. How calm 
and unmoved waſt thou, O Lord je- 
ſus, amidſt all this the Rage of People, 
and madneſs of their Prieſts and Ru- 
lers Teach me evermore, and eſpe- 
cially amongſt all Crowds and Noiſe, 
if it ſhould beat any time my unhap- 
pineſs to fall into ſuch Caſe, to be 
like to thee. Keep me ever mindful 
of this thy Lamb-like Temper ; let 
me ſtudy to be Quiet, and to do my own 
Bufineſs ; and let thy good Spirit fill 
me with that Wiſdom thou haſt ſhewn 
us is from above, firſ# pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſie to be intreated; 
full of Aercy and good Fruits, without 
Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. From 
all contrary Temper deliver me, de- 
ver thy Church aad People O Lord. 
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Sect. 9. Pilate delivers Jeſus to 
be en, The Soldiers a- 
buſe him, Crown him with 
"Thorns, Ge. 

Pilate produces him in this miſe. 
rable Condition, to move the 
Jews to Pity, but in vain, Pi- 
late again tries to ſave him, but 
the Jews Clamours prevail. 

Pilate waſhes his Hands, yet Con- 
deinns Jeſus, and delivers him 


to be Crucified. 


The Hiſtory oat of, and in the words 
ef the Seriptave 


ND the Voice of them, 
(the People) and of the 
5 Chir Prieſts prevailed. Then 


* Pilate took Jeſus and Scourged 
him, 


4 


| 
| 
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© him, and the Soldiers of the 


© Governour took Jeſus into the 
© Common-Hall called the Prezto+ 
rium, and gathered to him 


© the whole band of the Soldiers; 


and they {tripped him, and put 


on him a Scarlet Robe. And 
© when they had platted a Crown 


* of Thorns, they put it on his 


Head, and a Reed in his Hand, 


and they bowed the Knee before 
© him, and Mocked him, and be- 


gan to Salute him, ſaying, Hai 


King of the Jews, and they ſmote 


„bim with their Hands, and 


© they Spit upon him, and took 


© the Reed and ſmote him on the 
Head with the Reed; and bows»: 


ing their Knees worſhipped 
him. Pilate therefore went forth 
© again, and ſaith unto them (the 


*- bring him forth unto you that ye 


© may know that I find no-fault in 
© him, Then came Jeſus: forth 


wearing the Crown of Thorns 


rap 


Mark 15; 


19. 
Prieſts and the People) Behold 7 * 
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148 A View of our Lord's PAssTON: 
and the Purple Robe. And Pi- 
late ſaith unto them, Bebold the 
Man. When the Chief Prieſts | 
therefore and Officers ſaw him, 
* they cried out ſaying, Crucife WW * 
* him, Cruciſie him. Pilate ſaith MW © 
* unto them, Take ye him and Cru. 
© cifie him, for I find no fault in him. 

© The Jews anſwered, We have 
il © a Law,and by ourLaw he ought 
= - to die, becauſe he made himſeli 
| the Son of God. When Plate 
therefore heard that fay ing, he 

* was the more afraid, and went 

© apain into the judgment-Hall 

and faith unto Jeſus, Mhence art 

« thou? But Jeſus gave him no 

« Anſwer. Thea faith Pilate un- 
to him, Speateſt thou not anto me? 

& Kyoweſt thou not that I have power 

to cracifie thee, and power to releaſe 

© thee. Jeſus anſwered, I boa caulaſi 

* have no power at all againſt we, 

except it were given thee from 4. © 

bove; therefore he that delivered 

mne unto thee, bath:the greater Bo. 6, 

| 2 And 


With Meditations thereon. 149 
„And from henceforth Pilate 
© ſought to releaſe him: But the 
e ſaying, if thou 

let this Man go, thou art none 
'© of Cæſar's Friend; Whoſoever 
maketh himſelf a King ſpeaketh 

* againſt C When Pilate 

© therefore heard that ſaying, he 

© brought Jefus' forth, and fate 
down in the Judgment-Seat, 
in a place that is called the 
Pavement, but in Hebrew Gab- 

© batha, and it was the prepara- 
ration of the Paſſover, and about 

* the fixth Hour: And he faith 

* unto the Jews, Behold your Ring. 

'M © But they cried out, Away with 
him, away with him, Crucifie 
Shim. Pzlate ſaith unto them, 

* Shall ] crucifie your King? The 

© Chief Prieſts anſwered, We 
have no King but Cæſar. When 

0 © Plate faw that he could pre- 
* vail nothing, but that rather a 
Tumult was made, he took Wa- 
ter and waſhed his Hands be- 
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« fore the Multitude, faying, Tum 


innocent of the Blood of this Juſt 


« Perſon,ſee ye to it. Then anfwer- 
ed all the People, and ſaid, Hrs 
« Blood be upon us and on our \Chil- 
< dren. Then releaſed he Barabbas 
© unto them, him that for Sedi- 


tion and Murther was caſt into 


« Priſon, whom they had deſired; 
and being willing to content the 
© People, he gave ſentence that it 


4 ſhould be as * N 
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O W Pilate begins to flag; and 
we may obſerve him hencefor- 
ward to truckle apace to the People's 
Will, till he quite yields, and gives 
Sentence for our Lord's. Crucifixion, 
even againſt his own Conſcience, Ac- 
cording to the Courſe of their Laws 
Scourging the Criminal was a prepa- 
rative for Crucifying him. When. 
therefore Pilate is ſo far prevailed 
__ as to deliver our Lord to be 
| Scourged,. 
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Wah Meditations thereon... 161 
Scourged, he bad made one ſtep to- 
wards confenting to the Jews wicked: 
demands of Crucifying him. If Pi- 
late would have kept a good Conſci- 
ence, he ought not to have receded 
one jot from what he knew to be juſt. 
He ſhould not have conſented in the 
leaſt degree to what he underſtood to 
be Malice in them; for the more Pi- 
late grants, the more violent the Jews 
are, for the whole of what they re- 
quired. And, whereas he thought 
they would have pitied Jeſus, when 
they ſaw him bleeding under and' 
torn by the Scourge, he finds himſelf 
deceived therein, and them grown. 
more inſolently Mercileſs. 
The like hereto is the method by 
which Temptations ptevail upon us 
to the commiſſion of the greateſt Sins. 
The whole Matter perhaps is too foul 
do conſent to at firſt ; but ſomething, 
Ji is ſoggeſted, we may innocently 
grant, and by that being granted, 
Circumſtances we think may alter, 
and then. we'll top. Thus we fool 
our ſelves into Sin. But thou, O Lord» 
leſus, when thou waſt Tempted,taught 
eſtus another Method of dealing with 
Temptations ; namely, a * 
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and total repulſe of all, at firſt. ' Ger 
thee behind me Satan, was thy enter- 
tainmeat of the Tempter ; Sin is too 
deceitful an Enemy. to be parlied 
with by us, who have but too much 
kindneſs for it, and can find out a 
thouſand Pleas to excuſe or palliate 
our dallying with the Serpent. I can- 
not Lord, forget my owa ſad Expe- 
rience in divers Caſes for want of 
ſuch peremptory Reſolution. Oh! 
that I may learn more Wiſdom, and: 
both watch againſt and abſtain even 
from all appearances of Evil. Con- 
firm me dear Jeſus, unto the end, that 
I, may be blameleſs in the Day ok thy 
coming Pity and forgive all my 
paſt Frailties; and for the future, if 
at any time, Sin, the Tempter, or my 
own Luſts int ice me, grant me reſo- 
lution that I conſent not- If the 
Tempter ſhould, as moſt certainly he 
will, aſſault me with any af his Wiles, 
or-if even by thy permiſſion wich his 
fiery Darts, excite and enable me to 
reſiſt him, and thou, O Lord, make 
him to flee from me. Let me not in 
the leaſt yield: But O God of all 
Grace, who haſt called me to eternal 
Glory, make me perfect, eſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen, 
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With Meditations thereon. 
ſtrengthen, and ſettle me, ſo that 1 
may overcome and be faithful, and 
keep Integrity and more Conſcience 
unto Death. 


MEDITATION I. 


We the holy Text ſays, Plate 
took Jeſus and ſcourged him, 
it cannot be preſumed he did it with 
his own Hands, but only delivered 
him to his Officers (who were either 
Roman Soldiers, or ſuch Perſons. as 
ufually at Rome were employed in 
like Executions) to be ſcourged 


by them, and undoubtedly after the 


Roman Order. Accordingly they firſt 
ſtript bim of all his Cloaths, and being 
fark Naked, bound him by his Hands 
to a ſhort Pillar or Whipping- ſtock, 
ſo that his whole Body was open to 
their Stripes. There is a Tradition 
which ſays our Lord voluntarily em- 


braced the Pillar, or Stock, which tho” 


it were an act only holding pace with 
the reſt of his Sufferings (all volunta- 


rily undertaken and endured for us) 


yet not being expreſſed in boly Writ 
| 18 
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is leſs to be heeded. But what a trou- 

ble or Torment this muſt be to our 
Lord, to- have his Sacred Body thus 
expoſed all Naked, though- he had 
nothing ſhamefuLabout him, yet any 
Perſons of Modeſty and Vertue, 
(which our Lord had no doubt in the 
higheſt degree). may in ſome meaſure 
conceive, by making the Caſe their 
own. Being thus tied, he was ſcourged, 
not with a Rod, or Rods, which ſort 
of ſcourging Free People might ſuffer, 
but with a Whip of Cords, which was 
the proper Puniſhment of Slaves of 
the vileſt Rank: And theſe Cords 
were knotted, or, as the Antients tell 
us, ſet wich ſhort Nails, or pointed 
Goads fixed in them, to tear his tender 
Fleſh. The Jewiſh Law permitted 
them not to exceed forty Stripes in 
ſcourging, but the Reman cuſtom was 
unconfin'd, and left the number to 
the mercileſs Humour of the Execu- 
tioner; whom in the preſent Caſe, 
none can well imagine to have been 
ſparing of hisPains: Be it how it could 
be, there was no ſort of Chaſtiſement 
more Shameful and Slaviſh than this 
of Whipping,and few more ſmarting: 
Yer. this did our-Lord undergo: for us 
to. 
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to the height; inſomuch that the very | 
Pavement on which he ſtood, was all 
about -him bedewed with his Blood, 
and the PHlar to-which he was tied, 
is reported to have retained the ſpots 
thereof upon it ſome Ages, after. Epiſt. a” 

O thou who never diſtſt any thing Marcell. 
which was ſhameful, but enduredſt all 
the ſhameful uſages thy Enemies could 
Put thee to, cloath my Soul, which is 
naked of all original Purity, with the 
Robes ofithy Righteouſneſs, and not 
only cover, but fully forgive my Sins. 
I believe, O Lord, that the chaſtiſe- 
ment of my Peace was upon thee; by 
thy Stripes let me be healed. I own, 
I look for no other Relief whenceſo- 
ever but through thee. Thou, O 
Chriſt, and thou alone, art my Hope. 
Oh! let me not be diſappointed of 
my Hope. 


MEDITATION II. 


(Is Lord being now delivered 
into the Hands of the common 
Soldiers and Men of barbarous Tem- 
per, all Inſolencies imaginable increaſe 


upon. 


n him. To make the Reproach 


upo 
more publick and folemn, they firſt 


gather to him the whole band of Sol- 
diers, then they ſtrip him; but this 


at preſent only that they might im- 


mediately cloath him in Habit fitter 
for their Scorn. They array bim with 
Mock purple, or Mock- ſcarlet; in all 
likely hood ſome Officers caſt Cloaths; 
2 King he had been called, a Crown 
therefore he ſhall have, but that only 
of ſharp Thorns to wound his Head, 


_ and: mix the Blood of it with. that 


which the Whips had drawn from his 
Body. Next in deriſion they bow the 
Knee to him with the Title of his 
Accuſation, Hail King of the TFews ; 
they pay him their Homage with Buf- 
feting him,and then Spitting uponhim. 
In this plight when clad and trea- 
ted, Pilate produces him again to the 
— thinking perhaps ſo miſerable 
le would have moved their 

— to ſome relenting. Behold the 
Man, ſaith he; but no Pity touches 
their Hearts Cracifie him, Crucifie him, 
is ſtil] the clamour. Upon this, Pilate, 
with a little Indignation at their 
Hard- heartedneſs and his own Diſap- 
pointment thereby, at once acquits 
- our 
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Miß Meditations thereon. 
our Lord, and yet in effect condemns 


bim; pronouncing him without Fault, 
yet delivers him to their Will. O 


contradiaious and nonpluſſed judge! 


But this would not ſatisfie the Malice 
of the Jewiſh Prieſts and Rulers; 
they will have a direct Sentence for 
his Execution, and to that purpoſe 
bring againſt him another Charge (to 
Pilate a new one) of Blaſpheming, for 
which by their Law he ooght to die. 
Upon this, Pilate ſtill deſirous to ſa- 
tisfie them, Examins our Lord afreſh ; 
but either cannot or will not make 
any thing of it, only ſets bimſelf, if 
poſſible, to releaſe him; till at laſt 
comes, from the Jews, what puts 
a concluſion to the Debate; If thou 


let this Man go, thou art not Ceſar's 


Friend. This touched Pilate's moft 
tender part; and now he takes Jeſus 
again into the Juadgment- Hal}, and ſits 
down formally on the Bench, as with 


2 deſign to paſs Sentence: But even 


yet he cannot readily get it out. So 
hard a thing is it, even with People 
of little Conſcience to act fully againſt 
that- little ſenſe of Right they have ! 
Behold your King, lays he to the Jews. 
As if he had ſaid, 1 he not miſerable 

to 
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to a degree of Puniſhment ſufficient 
for ſuch an aſſumed, or rather falſely 


ch 


imputed Title. To this the Anſwer is 
No, they have no King but Caſar. The 
Name of Cæſar they ſaw would do the 
Buſineſs. And now they were ready 
to riſe up, and break out entirely in- 
to a plain tumultuous Force againſt 
Pilate. Moſt evident therefore iti is, 
that the Condemnation of our Saviour 
to the Croſs, was extorted by the Few: 
from Pilate And this was another 
aggravation of thy Sufferings.-O Bleſ- 
ſed Lord, that thy own Country- men 
the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of 1/rae!, 
mould compel a Heathen Magiſtrate 
to be more cruel to thee, the She- 
-pherd of their Souls, than his own 
Inclination led him to: But indeed, 
Here was beſides the aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances, a new load of complicate 
Miſeries, if the vileſt Mockeries and 
ſharpeſt Pains be ſuch, all which thou 
-hadſt Patience, without the leaſt com- 
plaint to endure. And pardon Lord, 
my lngratitude, I have ſcarce Pati- 
ence or Induſtry to recount the Par- 
ticulars of all the ſtinging Scourges 


Aaid on to ſuch exceſs, the Crown of 


T Su the Purple Robe, the Mock- 
Homage, 


ot 
50 
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Homage paid thee, the Blows and 
Boffetings, the expoſing thee thus 
Bruiſed, Torn, and Bloody, to be a- 
SpeQtacle to thy ſpiteful Enemies; 
which though deſigned to move their 
Hity, only heightned their Contempt; 
and hardned- their Malice: All theſe, 
with many Circumſtances of each, 
which I cannot ſo much as imagine, 
(though I ſet my ſelf to it ) make up 
a load of Miſery which no Humane 
Powers could have ſuſtained without 
the Almighty Arms. Not withſtand- 
ing all this, thy Sufferings are not yet 
at the heighth ; a vaſter Weight ſtill 
remains. O the infinite demerit of 
Sin, which coſt the Son of God ſuch 
extremities of Reproach and Pain, t© 
expiate. I will conſider again and a-- 
gain, O my dear Lord, each part of 
thy Paſſion, all the Indignities put up- 
on thee, alt the inflictions of Palins: 
Affect my Soul with each, and let each 
embitter to me all the pleaſures of 
Sin, all worldly Delights and Glories. 
By thy holy Spirit raiſe in my Heart 
the higheſt abhorreace- of what pro- 
ved thus cructative to thee. And now 
thou haſt exchanged thy Crown of 
c-W Thorns with one of Glory, let not me 
ge, P 2 by 
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neither could nor durſt Crucify Feſus 
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 andShame. I bluſh and am confounded 


commiſſion of it would acquit himſelf 


by 


by any ſecretly allowed Iniquity, put 
my Saviour again to any Contempt 


before thee to reflect on what I have 
long ſince done of this kind. O ſuf- 
fer me not to add more, but daily 
ſtudy to walk as becomes one Redeem- 
ed from a vain Converſation, not with 
corruptible Things, but with thy precious 
Blood, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, and 
without ſpot, fore-ordgined befare the 


Foundation of the World. 
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MEDITATION IV. 


Hat a ſtrange Riddle is Man! 
Pilate here conſents to and re- 
ſolves to commit Sin, yet in the very 


of the guilt of the Sin he is ſetting 
about. Pilate knew full well the Jews 


without his Sentence, which Sentence 

muſt neceſſarily involve him in the h, 

guilt of innocent Blood, yet when be 

is reſolved to paſs that Sentence and 

going about it, he pub.icly waſhes his 

Hands, proteſts his Innocency, _ 
. v 


would lay all the guilt on the clamo- 
rous and tumultuous Fews,theirRulers, 
Prieſts and Rabble. 

O God, fuffer me never ſo to be- 
fool my ſelf, as to be partaker with 
others in their Sins, upon an imagi- 
nination I can leave the whole guilt 
upon them. Proportionable to my 
concernment, or ſhare in others Sins, 
ever has been, and will be my guilt. My 
conſent to any Men's Sins readers 
them my own Ads: Nay even tO, rpiſt.? 


partakers, ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, with 
them in their evil deeds. O! then 
what a vaſt number of other Men's 
Sins have I to anſwer for. Have Mer- 
cy upon me, O God, according to thy 
Loving Kindneſs, according to the 
multitude of thy tender Mercies ; 
blot out my Tranſgreſſions: Not only 
- all thoſe which took their riſe in me, 
or were acted mainly by my ſelf, but 
all which I have been drawn into, os 


5 had the leaſt ſhare in with others. 
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wiſh Men Joy in their Sins, makes us Job. 11. 
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MEDITATION v. 


IS Blood be upon us and our Chil 
dren, faid the Jews. O! the 
ſaddeſt Entail that was ever heard of! 
How long this Blood has reſted upon 
them we know in part; how long it 
will yet reſt on them, God alone, who 
faid Amen to this their dreadful Impre- 
cation on themſelves and theirs; fully 
knows. But thou, O Lord, in Judg- 
ment remember Mercy, and haſten 
Zech. 12. the time when thou wilt powr out 
20. the Houſe of David, and upon the Inda- 
| bitants of Feruſalem, the Spirit of Gracy 
and Supplications, when they ſhall look on 
him whom they have pierced, and ſhall 
mourn jor him as one mourneth for his 
only Son; and be in bitterneſs for him 
4s one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt- 
born. Have Mercy, good Lord, upon 
all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretic lu, 
and take from them all Ignorance, 
hardneſs of Heart, and contempt of 
thy Word. O let the Fulneſs of the 
Gentiles came in, and. ſo ali Iſrael be 


Saved. 
MEDI- 
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MEDITATION VL 


u ſhall fo dreadful an Inſtance 
of the hardned Jews Curſe upon 
themſelves and their Poſterity, and 
God's ſeverity thereupon, paſs with 


no further Remark ? O my Soul, con- 


ſider here is matter of Example and 
Warning to thee, and to all Chriſti- 
an People, eſpecially to all ſuch who 
are or may be Parents of Children. 
A dreadful thing-it is for any Perſons 
by raſh Imprecations, Vows or Oaths 

to bind upon themſelves the guilt of 
any of their Sins; but to bind it upon 
Poſterity too, is moſt Inhuman. The 
threat of God annexed to the ſecond 
Commandment, That as he is jealous 
God, he will vi ſu the iniquity of ſuch 
Fathers as break that Command, «por 
the Children to the third and fourth Ge- 
neration, is in this kind one of the ſe- 
vereſt in the whole Book of God. It 
may defervedly make all ungodly and 
impenitent Parents tremble as oft as 
they hear it; but that any Parents 
ſhould by any poſitive AR of theirs, 
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God and his Judgmeats:: O good and 


in a manner particularize and confirm 
this Curſe-to-their--Race,-cannot- but 
be the higheſt complication of unna- 
tural Affection and profanenefs. Tis 
together the greateſt Cruelty.to Chil- 
dren, and the greateſt contempt of 


gracious God, if I ſhould at any time 
in a Paſſion, which 1 do not remem- 
ber, have been guilty of any ſuch raſh. 
Execration, abſolve me I beſeech thee 
from the guilt, and deliver both me 
and mine from the diſmal effects 
thereof; but howſoever thou ſhalt 
pleaſe in thy juſt and righteous deal- 
ing to viſit any of us with Temporal 
Judgments, viſit not I pray thee, ei- 
ther me, or any that come after me, 
with the Spiritual Judgments which 
any of my Sins have deſerved. Let 
none of mine inherit or ſuceeed me 
in my Sins, however thou dealeſt 
with them as to the outward Puniſhs 
ments of them: Spare us good Lord, 
ſpare us hereafter, however thou takeſt 
Vengeance of our- Inventions here. 
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MEDITATION VIL 


Fter ſo much reluQancy, it may 
be juſtly wondred, that Pilate 
ſhould paſs a Condemnation againſt a 
Perſon whom he was convinced in his 
Conſcience to be every way innocent, 
and-give Sentence that it ſhould be as 
the Jews required, (and meerly, too 
becauſe they required it) when he 
knew that out of Envy their High- 
Priefts and Elders bad delivered bum, 
and inflamed the Multicude againſt 
him. But he mas willing to content the 
People; and he ſaw that by his endea - 
your hitherto to ſave Jeſbs, a Tumult 
was ready to be made. _ And he was 
told plainly, that if be let Jeſus go, he 
was not Caeſar's Friend. This be was 
afraid of hearing of at Ram before 
Ceſar, from the rancorous and enra- 
ged Fews. And ſo he at once Sacrift» 
ces Jeſus and his own Conſcience, to- 
quiet and gratifie them. 
W hat need is there of Courage and 
of an unbyaſſed Temper in him that 


will be Juſt and keep a good Con- 
ſcience ?: 


166 4 View of our Lon bs Phsstox: 
ſcience? Eſpecially if a Man be in a- 
ay publick Truſt or Station. Sach 
Perſons muſt not fear the diſpleaſure 
of thoſe in Power above them, nor 
value the favour or clamours of the 
People. Had Pilate been as ſound inthis 
part, as he was in his ſenſe of Right 
and Wrong, he had moſt certainly 
ſaved his Soul. -Deliver me, O Lord, 
evermore from this baſe Temper, and 
give me with a ſound judgment, a re- 
ſolved Heart. Make and keep me 
mindtul, ED fearful and _ 
| ving have both their portion together in 
we * ones Death. 1 . 
both to ſpeak and to do what in my 
Conſcience I judge I onght: And to 
that purpoſe grant, O bleſſed Saviour, 
that the Spirit which reſted upon thee 
| wy alſo 2 e ae the 
| It, 2. Spirit of Wiſdom and under ſtanding; 
1 the Spirit of Counſel and Might; 4 
= of Knowledge, and of the Fear of 
the Lord. O grant I may be in that 
Fear all the Day long, and all my 
Life long, ſo that I may never depart 
from thee. 
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CHAP. X. 
Sect. 10. Our Lord's being 
led to the place of his 
Crucifixion. The Lamen- 
tations of a great compa- 
ny of People, and our 
Lord's Reſentment of it. 


 TwoMalefaQors led with 
him. 


a N D after that, they (the Mz. 27. 
Soldiers)had thus Mock- 

* ed him, they took the Robe off 
from him, and put his own. 

* Raiment on him, and led him 

* away to Crucify him. And 

* Jeſus bearing his Croſs, went 

* forth unto a place called The 

* place of a Skull, inthe Hebrew 

i | * Golgotha, 


. 


1 
2 
' 

5 
N | 


+ 


168 A Vim of or Lokb's PAss1Ox; 


Lute 23. * Golgoths. And as they led him a- 


26, 


* way;they laid hold on one Simon 
* a Cyrenian, coming out of the 
Country, the Father of Alexander 
© and Raus, and on him they laid 
© the Croſs, that he might bear it 
© after Jeſus. And there followed 


him a great company of People, 


and of Women, which alſo be- 
© wailed and lamented him. But 
© Teſus turning to them, faid, 
* Daughters of Jeruſalem, weep not 


© for me, but weep for your ſelves and 


jour Children; for bebald the Days 
© are coming in the which they ſhall 
* ſay, bleſſed are the barren, and the 
* Wombs that never bare, and the 
Paps which never gave ſuck, Then 
* ſhall they begin to fay to the Moun- 
© r4ins fall on us; and to the Hills 


© cover as : For if they do theſe things 


© in 4 green Tree, what ſbail be dont 
in the dry? And there were two 
* other Malefactors led with him 
to be put to Death. 
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MEDITATION. I. 


X Fter Pilate had paſſed Sentence 
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Soldiers take him and diſrobe bim of 
all his Mock- Royalty, his Scepter and 
Purple Robe, except only his Crown 
of Thorns. This was pungent and 
9 This therefore they leavejon 

is Head, and put again his own Rai- 
meat upon him, leading him through 
the Streets with his Croſs bound on 
him, and with two MalefaRors, to the 
place of Execution without the City. 
la this Paffage he was vilely and do- 
lorouſly treated by the- Soldiers puſh- 
ing him forward, perhaps prickiag 
him with their Pikes or Weapons, and 
by the reſt. of the Raſcality hooted 
at. What the Clamours, Scoffs, and 
probably Curſes of the Rabble were, 
we may eaſily collect from like Caſes 


of ſome hated Perſons. we have ſeen + 


led to Execution. But what is be- 
ſides theſe Cruelties very conſiderable 
(though not expreſs'd, only implyed 
by the Sacred Text) is, that in the 

| way 


for our Lord's Crucifixion the 
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way ſoon after he came forth, *cis cer- 


taiu-that dur Lord ſunk under tbe 


Joad of his Croſs. Tis a Tradition 
by ſome, he thrice fell down under it; 
nor indeed could any thing leſs be ex- 
pected; he having been kept waking 
Al Night, and hurrid vp and dawn 
into ſo many Places, without the leaſt 
Refreſhment, Mocked, Scourged, Bea- 
ten and Abuſed; in fo various and 
barbarous ways and manners. On 
this occaſion i was that they preſſed 
Simon of Cyrene (frefh and juſt come 
ont of the Country) to bear his Orofs 
after him. Whether dur Lofd' Nif 
bore the one end, and Simon the o- 
ther, ſo that it was carried between 
them (which is reported, and perhaps 
is molt probable) it is not eaſy, nor 
indeed neceſſary . to determin, ' the 
Words of the Evangeliſt. being not 

certain or definitive in this Matter. 
But here ſtop, O my Soul, a while 
and contemplate thy Saviour fainting 
under the burden and weight of his 
Croſs, fallen down in the ſtreet with 
it upon him: Ia thy Mind view the 
Soldiers pulling him, qragging him on, 
-pricking him up, and uſing like hor- 
Tid Barbarities, he in the mean time 
ſuffering 


* 
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Vith Meditations thereon... 


ſuffering patiently all this, and calmly 
going to ſuffer a more dreadful load 
of Vengeance for the expiating thy 
Sn 1A T0 a 
Conſider this, and canſt thou ever 
have kind thought for Sin more? 
wilt thou ever return to it agaig? 
Canſt thou ever any more ſo much as 
give entertainment to a Temptation, 
or ſuffex thy. Mind to dell upon u hat 
may draw away and eatice thee, per- 
haps, ia à ſort to Cruciſie again the 
Lord of Life? O Lord, thou knoweſt 
my. Frailties, quicken me to watch 
over them, to provide agaiaſt them, 


and to, wich[tand and overcome them. 


However, keep back thy Servant-from 
deliberate and preſumpt uous dins; let nos 
them prevail or get, dominion over me. 
Then ſhall I be upright and innocent from 
the great Tante ton. Let the words 


of my. Mouth and the Meditations . of 


my Heart, be acceptable, in thy Sight, G 
Lord, my Strength, and my Redeemer... 


1:73 
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{ MEDITATION 3 


Ittle did poor Simon of rene 
think, when he came out of the 
Country, that he ſhould do his Savi- 
our more Service in his extremity, 
than any, or all his Diſciples did: But 
this was an Honour which the ſecret 
Providence of God brought him igno- 
rantly unto, that he ſhould aſſiſt the 
Saviour of the World, when he was 


going to offer himſelf a Sacrifice, Not 


Peter, not John, the beloved Diſciple, 


not James, the Brother of our Lord, 
were by God's Providence put into the 
way to be preſt, but a Stranger a g- 
reman. Whether this Simon was be- 


fore this time any ſecret follower of 


our Lord, or converted by his preſent 
maring in our Lord's Burden, the 

fight of his Patience, together with 

the account he had of his Innocence, 

is uncertain. The Holy Writ makes 

no further mention of him, but his 
being recorded the Father of Alexan- 

der and Rufus, ſeems to beſpeak them 

to have been atterwards eminent a- 

mongſt 


ed > 2-5 


RD 
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Mil Meditations thereon, ©. 
monegſt the Chriſtians of the Primi- 
tive Days; but of theſe alſo little or 
no mention.do we find further ia the 
Sacred Text. We know not how far 
this Office, which yet he was compel- 
led to, operated to the Converſion of 
himſelf, and Family. Many obſcure 
Perſoas no doubt have been ſingled 
out by God to great and glorious Ser- 
vices, and by thoſe Services too Con- 
verted and Sanctified, whom Poſteri- 


ty has known little of. Net many 1 Cor. 2. 


173 


Wiſe, Men after the Fleſh, not many 26. 


Mighty, not many Noble, are called; 
but God hath choſen baſe and obſcure 
Perſons-to enoble them by their Em- 
ployments. Wherever the Goſfel 
has been or ſhall be Preached, Simon 
of Cyrene, though known for on 
elſe, has been, and will be ſpokea of, 
as by God's Providence taken in to 
eaſe - our fainting Lord. The Gifts 
and calling of God as they are with- 
out Repentance, ſo always without our 
Merit, and commonly without our 
thinking of beforehand ; perfect pre- 
ventions and of his meer Grace. O 
Lord, how wonderful are all thy 
Works, and thoſe of thy Providence 


not leſs ſtopendous, than thoſe of Cre- 


ation. Woe ſec but little yet, and 
Q 3 we 


=_ 


. IF py 

7 A View of out Lox d& Pxssrow: 
we admire leſs. But the Day is com- 

ing when thon ſhalt in all be admir'd 

by thy Saints. Give me leave at pre- 

fent, as I can to admire thine infinite 

Grace and Goodneſs to my ſelf, none 

of the Children of Abraham but an 

Alien, an Out-lier of the Gentiles, a 

Stranger from the Common-wealth 

of Iſrael: Yet to me haſt thou re- 

vealed thy Son, and I hope in ſome 
meaſure, revealed him in me. Me 

haſt thou called to Faith in him; and 

though thou waſt not pleaſed to caſt 

me into- ſuch an Age, or ſuch a part 

of the World, that I could behold 

with my Bodily Eyes any part of his 
Sufferings, yet I hope thou haſt fully 
perſwaded my Heart of them all; 

and bleſſed be thy Name, thou, gi- 

veſt me frequent opportunities to 
commemorate them in the Aſſemblies 

of thy Saints. Fcommemorate them 

at preſent, O bleſſed Jeſus, with all 

| the Praiſe and Thankfulnefs, with all 
the Faith and Love I am able. Iam 
1 aſhamed of my dullneſs and flatneſs. 
O do thou quicken and raiſe and en- 
large my Heart. After all, O Lord, 
1 tis only of thine own I can give thee. 
"1 O, do thou give me a better Heart and 
I will offer that to thee. MEDI- 
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MEDITATION Ul. 


Otwithſtanding that the groſs 

multitude of the. Jews, toge- 
ther with the Body of their Prieſts, 
Elders and Rulers, were ſo maliciou- 
fly beat againſt our Lord, yet there 
followed him a great company of the 
People, and of Women, which be- 
wailed and lamented him. Moſt cer- 
tainly the Tears of all the particular 
Perſons in this mournful Crowd did 
not ſpring from the ſame Cauſes, ſome 
of the Mourners were no doubt of the 
number of thy Relations, © Lord, of 
thy Kindred according to the Fleſh ; 
and thefe no queſtion went moſtly 
out of Natural Affection. Others of 
them might perhaps have been either 
themfelves Cured, or ſeen others Cu- 
red by thee, of divers Maladies, or 
Gave been SpeRators of other wonder- 
ful Works wrought by thee; and 
from theſe Love and Gratitude drew 
Fears. But indeed ſcarce any one, 
who had not a Heart of Flint, could 
have beheld thee, an innocent and 


moſt 
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moſt holy Perſon, under ſuch a load of 
Miſery and Reproach,- hurried away 
to ſo direfal an Execution, and not 
have | wept at the Spectacle. And 
this to the generality was no doubt 
the great Canſe of their Lamentation. 
Not but that there might be ſome 
more devout Perſons, who together 
with the former Reaſons, mourned at 
this the wicked and-deviliſh Spirit of 
their Rulers and Nation. But whate- 
ver was the Cauſe orCauſes of Sorrow 
to any of them, thou, O bleſſed Jeſus 
obſerving their Tears, calledſt to 
them not to weep for thee; wherein 
we cannot ſuppoſe thou | blamedſt 
them for w ceping for thee, as if they 
had done amiſs herein (for thoſe their 
Tears could come from no blameable 
Affection) but thou rather directedſt 
them to what they had more need to 
mourn for, namely, the preſent Sin 
and impending Calamities of their 
Nation. 

Take this to thy ſelf, O my Soul, 

for to thee in ſome meaſure it be- 
longs ; when thou deeply conſidereſt 
the publick ſhame and Reproach to 
which thy dear Lord was expoſed, 


the cruel — which he __ 
| an 
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With Meditations thereon. 
and the Jews ungrateful and hard- 


hearted treating of him, thou canſt 
not ſometimes out of meer Commiſe- 


ration and good Nature, but mourn. 


over the thoughts of his Suffer- 
ings : But turn theſe Tears the other 
way, mourn over thy fins, which 
brought thy Saviour to this uſage, and 
to worſe, which follows. His Re- 
proaches were ſoon to change into 
unconceivable Glories. And becauſe 
he thus humbled himſelf, and became 
obedient unto Death, even unto the 
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Death of the Croſs, therefore God Phil. 2. 8, 
hath highly exaled him, and given him a 9» &c. 


Name which is above every Name, that 


at the Name of Jeſus every knee ſhould 


bow, of things in Heaven, and things on 
Earth, and things wider the Earth; 
and that everyTongue ſhould confeſs, 
that Jeſus is Lord and Chriſt, Then 
vile Miſcreants in that their Hour, 
and (the Hour of the Power of 
Darkneſs) mocked both with Knee 
and Tongue; Now all things in Hea- 


ven, Angels and Arch- Angels adore. 


him and give him Glory, as exalted 
infinitely above the higheſt of them, 
at the Right-hand of the Morey — 

OT gh. 
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high. In that his afflicted Eſtate, he 
plaialy. told his humble and devout 
Followers he needed not, nor deſired 
their Tears, much leſs can Tears, 
meerly for his Sufferiags be proper 
now. Beſtow them then, O my Soul, 
on thoſe Sins of thine which among 


others, made ſo great an Atonement 


| 

( 

i 

c 

a 

i 
neceſſary, that nothing could be found Ne 
to explate them, but the Blood of the N 
Son of God. O God; ſet open ia my Mo 
Head. à Fountain of Tears, that as Nc 
long as I continue in this Body of Ne 
0 


Fleſh, I may daily mourn over my 


manifold Tranſgreſſions and mighty A 
Sins, and ſo all of them may be blot- 

ted out when the times of refreſhing Nc 
| Hallcoms from the Preſence gt the W fo 
Lor Ms 


MEDITATION IV. 


Jo turn the Peoples. Lamentati- 

ons into the right Courſe, our 
gracious Lord was pleaſed to uſe this 
Proverbial Speech, I they do theſe 
things in a green Tree, what ſhall be done 
in the dry ? In other terms, If the Ho- 


ly 


With Meattations thereon.” \ 
ly One of God, in whom was never 
any decay of ſpiritual Life or Vigour, 
in whom the power of the Holy 
Ghoſt was ever active and fructify ing, 
ſuffer theſe things, what ſhall become 
of you faithleſs ſtubborn Fews, who 
are either- like Trees long ſince wi- 
thered, without Juice or Fruit, twice 
dead and plucked up by: the Roots, 
or like the Vines of Sodom, and thoſe Deut. 32. 
of the Fields of Gomorrah, whoſe 32, 33- 
Grapes are Grapes of Gall, and their 
caſters are bitter; the Wine where- 
of is as the Poiſon of Dragons, and 
the cruel Venom of Aſps. 

O Lord Jeſus, how cloſe does this 
come home to me! If thou ſufferedſt 
ſo much, what muſt I have ſuffered, 
and that to Eternity, hadſt not thou 
thus ſuffered for me, and drank off 
the dregs of thy Father's Wrath due 
tomy Sins 1 adore thee, O Lord of 
Grief and Mercy! O moſt ſtupendous 
Exemplar of Patience and Compaſſion, 
neither was nor ever poſſibly could 
be able to ſuffer what my Sins have 
is deſerved. None can by any means re- Fſal. 49. 
ſe I deem 4 Soul, or pay a Ranſom to God 8,9. 
„ I it. The redemption of Souls is 
precious, and ceaſeth for ever, ſave 
1 when 
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when thou ſtepedſt in and undertook- 
edſt it. And in this Work, the Grieſs 
and afflictive part thou claimedſt all 
unto thy ſelf, and requitedſt us to 
weep only for our own Sins, not for 
thy Sorrows or Sufferings, Teach 
me, I pray thee effectually to mourn 
over my Sins, which thou waſt thus 
afflited for; to mourn with a Godly 
Sorrow, that may work Repentance 
nat to be repented of. But O moſt 
holy Saviour, how ſhall.I ever Weep 


ſufficiently for them? They are ſo 


many, ſo hainous ,! Oh that my Head 
were Waters, and mine Eyes 4 Fount ain 
of Tears, that I might weep day and 
Night, tor that unaccountable number 
of mine Iniquities which were laid 
vpon thee, and which-Day and Night, 
ever ſince I was capable to act, | 
have been committing.” Oh that 

could Weep as many Days as I have 
been Sinning. | 
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MEDIT ATION V.. 


BY T Grief thou haſt taught me, is 17 
not ſo much the affection thy lh. IM 
feriags require of me: That's. Delt 1 
rather .]e on my own account. To 
thee. Love and Gratitude are much 
a. more proper return. O bleſſed, Je- 

ſus, what ſhall I do for a Heart large * 
enough talove thee with} Or how ſhall 1 
hehe my ſelf in any beſeemiag mea- —_— 
ſure thank ful, for a proportionable mea 
ſure can never ſo. much as be ihought. 
of. As to Love, O my deareſt Lord, 
ILwill, by thy help, love thee all my 
Days; and: with ail mx. Might; and E 
will erery Day af my Life, lamear; 
that I caungt ldve thee more: And. = 
as to Gratitude, becauſe I ha ye not to 1 
pay, I am content I add mine be # 
ſold and Payment made, provided if 
thou wilt not ſel} me from thy ſelf. _—_ 
deſire no greater Happineſs than to 4 
be eternabty thy Servant. O make 
me entirely enough thine, aud it ſuf- 
ficeth: And'if Ican be eternally thine, + 
| ſhall eternally thank and Praiſe the. _— 
2 my it be 5 good NED 18 
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3 Thieves or MalefaQtors, as well If 
| 44 I in the way to Golgotha, as there it -t 


ſelf on the Croſs, was the malicious f 
contrivance of the Jewiſh Grandees, It 
and their Prince the Devil, for encrea-. IN 
ſing the Contempt, R proach and O- 
dium, wieh which chey ndied to load 2 
thee, is nd Queſfien. But foraſmüch IN {| 
as nothing <ould- befall ther: withour: IN al 
thy Choice, Or Lord, pi cave MW! 
in Humilicy:to gueſs at ſomeProbabi- Wer: 
 licies, Iwill not adventure to wall them Wa 


——— — 
— 22 og 
, f 


; * KReaſons. Pho had ſt been pleaſed Wa 
2 tos take upon thee thee the bins of WV 
Miagkind, and through that vaſt maß Wye 
FE. gee I of Hull could only. tleaye to thee 26% 
_, Soratyfor-the Dee ane in 
hes 90 iaberent We mpota- 


dio deer en 8 OCR — 
33 _— then think bol at this 
| # When wen \walf* To ſuffer for 
s Sin ere Appear, in the company 
WW 1 5 Sethe vi K of Men- It had been 
i PE . of thee, "thats thou. e 
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bel numbered with Tiauſgtellots, and 
now thou waſt joyned- Wirk ſome of 3 
the worſt of them. To this end thbon 
would'ſt not decline auy Reproach 1 
the Enemies would caſt upon thee, 3 
T hou. hadſt choſen to ſuffer à Male 0 
factor, therefore would'ſt not ſtick, , SY 4 / 
to ſuffer with them who really were J YL , 
ſo. But I conceive thou hadſt a far 2. 
ther intention of Grace herein ; tho 
wouldſt..not lay aſide the deſign of 
converting Sovls, to the laſt Gaſp: 
And herein thou ſhewdit. not only” 
thy Love to Souls freely and imparti- 
ally (even the Souls. of the worſt of | 
the Sons of Adam) but the omnipo- | F 
tency of. thy Grace, that even in the i 
laſt moment of thy Life; could change 2 92 
ile prohigate and ſcandalonnns; i 
Wretch, into“ Salat fitted for Hea- =D, 
Fells; TY ey jy ts LE 

As e mut not therefore our ſelves 
upon this: Example, preſume. and de- 
1 or 5 25 God; 
or aß here is one Inſtance ot. a Per- . 
En ae Upon is Repenance in his 
Wing Four, fa thete is bet one, that 
de reach of; and we are ſure the like 
5 cen neuer come again. bt Sons. EB 1 
8 gels * nere more Preach upon, + 1 
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184 A View of our Loxp's PassioN: 
the Croſs, or have- another Aſſociate 
in his Death; yet ought we not to 
deſpair of any, who in time-of Health 
and the common condition of Life, re- 
form not; but let us go on in our 
Prayers and Endeavours to reduce 
them; God's Grace may wor k at laſt, 
We are not to fix Days or Vears to 
the Almighty. Perhaps he ſuffers 

them to ſtand out for axerciſe of our 

Charity, Conſtancy, Diligence, or 

Fervour in Prayer, or for the exer- 

ciſe of ſome ſich Chriſtian Vertues. 

However to be ſure, we in our en- 

deavours to convert or fave them, 

ſhall not looſe our Reward. Our 

Work is with the Lord ; and though 

Iſract be not gather'd ia, yet ſhall we 

be precious in his Sight, and our God 

ſhall be our Strength. 

O Lord Jeſus, by thy Grace I will 
endeavour to my laſt, to turn all the 
Sinners I converſe with from the er- 
ror of their Ways; I hope 1 ſhall 
herein imĩtate thee. Oh / that I might 
have the ſuccefs, though it were but 
by my dying Breath, at leaſt to diſ- 
poſe one Soul more to Repentance: 
What a Comfort would it be to me 
upon my great Accounts ———_ 


Iſt. 47. 5. 
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0 thou, who in the laſt Moment, ace * 2 
ceptedſt-the Penitent Thief, in. ] "MI 
laſt alſo have Mercy on me. 2 * 56 
Lord, I. have many Years Bre OY 
deavourj though with great Iaffr- 4, 
Micies,. te approve\my\ IP 
and Faithful 5 Iwill cont 


le by thy - 


| pray thee, to grow and perfeverein- >. 
l d endravours, and grant wheüde 9 
vet..and- howfoever thou calleſt 
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K. 2 pe 6 ND when they were 
2 c come to the Place which 


Mot , % F called C#vary, or. 'Golgorhi, 
dd is being e peach th 
We . — ©* place cf Skull, they gave hin 
* FE ek < VI negar (of cape ine)todrink 
We”, © Sings with Gall or Myrrhe: 


And when he had taſted there- 
_ $468 © of, he would not drink. There 
"IE then they Crucified him, and 


* two Thieves or Malefactors wih 
him, one on the Right-hand, 
and the other on the Left, and 
0 a in the midſt. And the 
f © Scripture 
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* Scripture was fulfilled, which 
faith, Aud he wes numbred with 

* the Tranſgreſſors. And it was 

the third Hour, and they Cru- 

* cified him. Then ſaid Jeſus, 11 5: 
Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do, Then the Sol- Lute 23. 
« diers, when they had crucified + 

© Tefus, took his Garment (and 
made four parts, to every Sol- 
dier a part) and alſo his Coat: 
Now the Coat was without 
Seam woven from the top 

* throughout : They ſaid there- 

fore among themſelves, Let aus 

not rent it, but caſt Lots whoſe it 

il © />4// be; that the Scripture might 

* be fulfilled, which faith, 7 hey 

* parted my Raiment among them, 

* and for my Veſtare they did caſt 

* Lots. Theſe things therefore the 

* Soldiers did : And fitting down 
they watched him there. 


And 
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And Plate wrote a Title and 

< put it on the Croſs, . and the 
< Writing was in Letters of Greek, 
© and Latin, and Hebrew, This 
1s Jeſus of Nazareth, the King 
© of the Jews. This Title then 
read many of the Jews ? for the 

© Place where Jeſus was Crucified 
Vas nigh to the City. Then 
* ſaid the Chief Prieſts of the Jews 

© to Pilate, write not the Ming of 
the Jews, but that he faid, J am 

* the King of the Jews. Pilute an- 

* {wered, What I have written, I 
have written. And they that paſ- 

+ ſed by reviled him, and wagged 
their Heads ſaying, Thou To 

* deſtroyedit the Temple and 
* buildedſt it in three Days, fave 
thy ſelf, if thou be the Son of 
„od, come down from the 
£ Croſs. Likewiſe alſo the Chiet 

£ Prieſts mocking him, with the 

* Scribes and Elders, ſaid, He 

* ſaved others, let him ſave him- 


6 (elf. If he be Chriſt the * 
0 


With Meditations thereon, © 


© of God, let Chriſt the King of 


6 Iſrael, deſcend now from the 
© Croſs, that we may ſee and be- 
6 lieve: He truſted in God, let 
© him deliver him now, if he wil 
© have him, for he ſaid, I am the 
San of God. 


And the Soldiers alſo Mock» 


© ed him, coming to him, and 
© offering him Vinegar, and ſay- 
ing, If thou be the King of the 
* Jews, fave thy ſelf. And one of 
© the MalefaQtors which were 
© Hanged, railed on him, ſaying, 
If thou be Chriſt, ſave thy ſelf 
© and us. But the other anſwer- 
ing, rebuked him, ſaying, Doſt 
not thou fear God, ſeeing thou 
art in the ſame condition? And 
« we indeed juſtly, for we receive 
g the due reward of our Deeds; 
© but this Man hath done no- 
thing amiſs. And he ſaid unto 
© Jeſus, Lord, remember me when 
© thou comeſt into thy King dom. 
* And Jeſus 1 him, * 
| 1 1 


195 


196 


© be with me in Paradiſe. 


_ © Croſs of Jeſus, his Mother, and 


ſo 


A View of our Loxb's Passlox: 
* T ſay unto thee, to Day ſhalt thou 


© Now, there ſtood by the 


© his Mother's Siſter Mary, the 
Wife of Cleopas, and Mary Mag- 
© dalen, When Jeſus therefore 
* ſaw his Mother and the Diſci- 
© ple whom he loved, ſtanding 
* by, he ſaith unto his Mother, 
1 — behold thy Son. Then 
© ſaith he to the Diſciple, Behold 
* thy Mother. And from that Hour 
that Diſciple took her to his 
* own Home. 1 | 
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MEDITATION I. 
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F Ount Calvary (a part of which 


was called Golgotha) was one 
ot the moſt eminent and conſpicuous 
Hills about Feruſalem, and lay then 
without the City, in a direct Line o- 


ver- againſt the Temple. And here 


the Malice of the ſewiſn Rulers choſe 
to Crucifie thee, O dear Lord, that 


they might expofe thee to the more 


publick Reproach, and to the Eyes 
of all that came to the Temple. Here 
alſo thou, to whom nothing ever be- 
fell againſt thy Will, waſt pleaſed to 
Suffer between two Thieves, the one 
at leaſt ( beſides his other Crimes) a 
Murderer. The kind of thy Death 
was moſt Infamous, and the Place and 
Company in which thou diedſt, the 
moſt Reproachful. No degree ot 
Shame or Diſhonour waſt thou plea- 
ſed to decline, that thou mighreſt ful- 
ly expiate my Sins. The moſt noto- 
rions Guilt could not be worſe treat- 
ed than was the moſt perfect Inno- 
cence. If | ſhould ever come to ſuffer 

S 3 Shaine, 
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Juſt for the Unjuſt. O bleſſed Lord, 


A View of our Lorxp's.Pas$foN : 


Shame, I muſt acknowledge my Sins 
againſt thee have deſerved all I can 
ſuffer and more; but here it was the 


I cannot foreſee into what Days, or 
ſtate. of Things thou haſt reſerved,;or 
mayeſt bring me: But ſhouldeſt thou 
ever call me, as thou didſt thy Apo- 
ſtles, to be ſent forth as a SpeRacle 


for thy ſake, grant I may ever cheer- 


| 
| 
: 
fully embrace whatſoever degree ef 
Reproach ſhall fall to my ſhare, as be- I 
ing herein according to my meaſure, © » 
made conformable to thee, my Savi- 2 
our, and knowing that through the f 
ſuperabundance of. thy Grace, it wil n 
turn to a far more exceeding weight t 
of Glory. . 
If 


m 3 1. 


MEDITATION II. 
1* is commonly faid, that the mix-¶ ut 
ed Potion which they uſed to give W = 
thoſe who were to ſuffer ſuch ſlow O 
kinds of Death, as crucifying and the I m 
like, was of an intoxicating nature, of 
and that this was given out of Mercy w. 
towards the ſuffering Wretches, 5 H. 
the 


With Meditations thereon. . 
the end they might leſs feel their 
Pain. Whatever uncertaiaty there is 
in that Opinion, there is the greateſt 
certainty in this Matter of Fact, that 
thou O Lord, refuſedſt their Offer, 
and taughteſt us thereby whatever 
kind of Death ſhall befall us, to en- 


deavour to compoſe ourſelves to, and 


maintain to the laſt, as ſober, calm, 
and conſiderate a Temper as we are 


able. | Sharper Pains or pangs of 


Death can never befall any than thoſe 
which now awatted thee on the Croſs ; 
and all that thou well knewedſt be- 
fore-hand, yet couldeſt thou not ad- 
mit any ſtupifying Draught againſt 
. 

Dying to a Chriſtian, is a moſt ſo- 


lemn conſigning himſelf to his God 


and Father, and requires therefore 
the moſt ſerious Attent and ſolemn 
Mind, all the compoſedneſs and free- 
dom of Spirit any can raiſe themſelves 
unto. Inte thy Hands, O Lord, I com- 
mend my Spirit, was thy dying words, 
O Saviour. Grant, I pray thee, they 
may be mine, and with ſome meaſure 
of like Devotion and affection; at leaſt 
with full conſideration and conſent of 
Heart and Soul. 
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MEDITATION M. 


Hen thou waſt led forth to thy 
Crucifixion, O bleſſed Lord, 
amidſt all the Preſſures and Indigni- 


— — 


ties thou fufferedſt, thou openedſt not 


thy Mouth in any complaint of thy 
hard uſage, or ſo much as imploring 
Pity, Help, or Eaſe from any, but on- 
ly admoniſnedſt thoſe who pitied and 
bewailed thee, what way they were 


to direct their Tears; namely, not 


to lament thee, whom their Lamen- 
tations could not eaſe, but themſelves 
and their Sins, for which their Sor- 
row might move God to Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs. And now a ſecond time 
doſt thou open thy Mouth, but not 
for thy ſelf, or in thy own bebalf, 
"tis thine Enemies condition, not thine 
own, that moves thee. Not a Sigh or 
Groan, much leſs Murmur do we 
read to have paſſed from. thee, (10 
miraculons was thy Patience andcalm- 
neſs of Mind!) but only a tenderly 
compaſſionate Petition for thy Mer- 


cileſs Enemies, Father, forgive them, 
ſay'lt 


: 
% 


With Meditations thereon. 
ſay'ſt thou, for they know not what they 
do. In all thy Sufferings nothing 
comes near thy Heart but Man's good: 
that Pardon and Mercy might be ob- 
tained for Man was thy great ſolli- 
citude. This thou directedſt the moſt 
tender - hearted amongſt the Specta- 
tors of thy Miſeries to weep for. 
This thou thy felf bledſt for. This 
thou Prayedſt for. O Abyſs of Love 
and Goodneſs! inſenſible of thine own 
Miſeries, yet moſt tenderly touch'd 
with the Miſeries of thoſe who crea- 
ted thine, but felt not their own. My 
dear Saviour, ſince I underſtand it is 
thy will that ſhould not weep over 
thy Sufferings for me, but over my 
own Sins, and the Sins of Humane 
Nature; I will henceforth this way 
turn my Tears. I will endeavour as 
long as I live to ſhed Tears of Peni- 
tence; Fears of Love and Gratitude : 
Give me, I beſeech thee, a tender 
Heart which may eaſily relent and a- 
bundantlymourn for my own and pub- 
lick Sins, and which may no leſs rea- 
dily diflolve into rapturous Affecti- 
ons of Love and Thankfulneſs to thee 
my moſt tenderly loving Lord and 


Redeemer. 
MEDI 
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MEDITATION IVV. 


7 onr Bleſſed Lord endured 
1 many vileReproaches and cruel 
initances of Torment, by Soldiers 
managing him while they - faſtened 
him to the Croſs and ſet him up, which 
are not partcivlariz'd by any, or even 
by all of the Holy Pen-Men of the 
Hiſtory, there can be no queſtion : But 
yet perhaps it will not be difficult to a- 
ſcertain ſome of them. One part of their 
odious treating him no doubt was, 
That as they uſed to deal with all th 
they Crucified, they firſt ſtript him 
fark naked of all his own Cloaths. N 
In that condition they laid him with! 
his Face upwards upon the Croſs, 
then they ſtretched, and in all likely- dll 
hood ſtrained: his Arms as wide a fl 


they could, and nailed his Hands, and IP 


out) and that with four large Nails, 

(four I ſay, for I no whit queſtion, © ©* 

however ſome Traditioners and Pain- MW ) 

ters have varied the Point.) Which al 

when they had done, they erected th an 
178: | Crols 
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_ With Meaditatians thereon. 
Croſs and him on it, not without ſe- 
veral jolts and knocks to faſten it in 
the Earth, all which muſt cauſe moſt 
horrible Tortures to him hanging and 
toſſed upon it. X | 
O Holy Lord, I am even amazed 
at the conſideration of what I am able 
to conceive of theſe thy Pains and 
Tortures; though 1 am ſenſible how 
infinitely ſhort my conceptions of all 
may come? To a Body of ſo fine a 
Conſtitution, of ſo exquiſite a Tex» 
ture, and of ſo tender Organs as thige 
no doubt was, ſuch acts of Cruelty as 
were practiſed upon thee, muſt be 
much ſharper and more dolaurous 
than they would have been, or com- 
mouly are, to Men of a rougher and 
more hardy Grain. Even in this re- 
gard never was Grief like thine. And 
mall any or all the Bodily Pleaſures of 
Sin, with which I may be at any time 
flattered or enticed, have any force 
upon me to draw me to the ading of 
what brought my dear Lord to ſuch 
heights of unſpeakable, and even un- 
conceivable Torture. Abbor it, O 
my Soul: and amidſt all Temptations, 
call to mind thy Saviour's bitter Death 
and Sufferings. Aud then, O Lord, 


by 
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by the conſideration of this the ſhar p- 
neſs and continuance of thy torment- 
ing Afflictions, work my Soul to a 
loathing all ſenſual Delights, eſpeci- 
ally any which accompany Sin, or al- 
lure unto it. a 42808 


MEDITATION v. 


Hile our Lord now hung upon 

the Croſs, the ſharpneſs of his 
Tortures, the Malice of the Few: 
and Devil, ſeem'd to have conſpired 
to add all the Diſgraces and Reproach- 
es they coulddeviſe or accumulate up- 
on him. Firſt, They had crucified him 
in the middle between two Thieves . 
or Malefactors; the middle being the g 
place of the greateſt Criminal; and 2 
as the Antients have thought, on 
Croſs higher and more- in full view th 
(even a far off) than the others. Add 
herevato, that having ſtript him ſtark ,, 
Naked before they had Nail'd him to, 
the Croſs, ſo now being ſet up there- 
on, the Soldiers in his fight, divided : 
his Cloaths, and caſt Lots upon his hi 


Veſture, the Garment which they did 925 
| not 
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» With Miditations:thereow. 
not think fit do divide; ſcoffing no 


doubt, and making themſelves Merry 
all the while, upbraiding him with 


the very Title which Pilate's con- 
tempt of, and Spite at the Fews, had 
put over his Head. And even they 
who paſſed by and had formerly ſeen 
his Miracles in ſaving or healing o- 
thers, ſhake their Heads at him, vile» 
ly reproaching him with what they 
once wondered at, the Good be had 
done others; Thou ſavedſt others, ſave 
now thy ſelf. But the fevereſt of all; 
was the Inſults and Scorns. of the 
Chief - Prieſts, Elders, * and Jews. 
Theſe, .as if the Devil bimſelf had 
ſpoken in them and from them, up- 
braid him with his truſting in God, 
and in a ſort defy the Almighty to 


deliver him; Let him deliver him nom, 


ſay they, if be will have him. And as 
to our Lord himſelf the treatment 
they give him after they had got him 
mounted on the Croſs, is, Let C Hriſt 
the King of Iſrael deſcend from the Croſs 
that we may ſee and believe. It is im- 
poſſible to invent Words fuller of 
Pride and Scorn wherewith to diſdain 
him, who was the only Redecmer and 
Saviour of Mankind. | 
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Vet didſt thou, bleſſed Jeſus, calmly 
* without the leaſt Reſentment, or 
any return to them, endure all amidſt 

5 racking Pains thou ſufferedſt for 
I am amazed, O Lord, to think 
fo helliſh a Spirit (the Spirit of the 

very Prince of Devils) could dwell 
in Man: But all this beſpeaks rhe ful- 
neſs of the God-head to have dwelt in 
thee "Bodily. None but God, (one 
above Humane Affronts and Reſent- 
ments) could ſo immovably have born 
ſuch Indignities : Such was thy con- 
ſtancy, as if thou hadit been reſolved 
to work Salvation, or expiate Man's 
Sin, whether Man would ſuffer thee 
to do it or no. I cannot but adore 
and love - thee, O dear Saviour, that 
thou wouldeſt not be provoked by 
ſuch uſage, that thou wouldeſt not 
come down from the Croſs and leave 
theRedemption of our vile, ungrateful 
Nature incompleat,or the Price there- 
of half unpaid. Grant I may never 
by any Sin, wittingly committed, add 
to theſe Reproaches thou haſt ſuffered 
in Redeeming me. 
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MEDITATION VL 


| UT how wonderfully do al 
theſe the Particulars and Circum- 
ſtances of thy Sufferings, work toge- 
ther to confirm our Faith, and aſſert 
thee to be the true Meſſias, or Savi- 
our that was to come. All of them 
had been foretold above a Thouſand 
__ half of Years before they befell 
thee. | 
Thy Royal Progenitor and Type, 


as the reproach of Men and deſpiſed 
of the People. It follows in the ſame 
Prophecy, All they that ſee me laugh 
me to ſcorn, they ſhoot ont their Lips and 
ful bake their Heads, ſaying, He truſted in 
e- God that he would deliver him: Let him 
rer deliver him if be will have him. The 
dd Aſembly of the wicked encloſed me, they 
red pierced my Hands and my Feet ; they 


repreſents thee ſpeaking of thy ſelf, Fſal. 22.6. 


part my Garments among them, and caſt Pal.. ad. 


Lots upon my Veſture: They gave me 

alſo Gall, and in my thirſt they gave me 

DIA Vinegar ta drink. Thus even that 
1 Malice 
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A View of our Lot D's PASSION: 
Malice, which would deſtroy the Sa- 
viour of the Wen proves him to be 
ſu en 
I adore thy holy and wiſe Provi- 
dence O God, in ordering the Pre- 
dictions and Particulars of thy Suffer- 
ings thus agreeably ; in making the 
very Malice of thine Enemies an irre- 
fragrable evidence of thy Truth, and 
being the Saviour of the World. | 
embrace every Inſtance: as a freſh 
ground of Faith. When 1 conſider 
them all, I cannot chooſe but believe 
ita thee ; and believing what thou jaſt 
ſuffered for me, and what before thou 
ſufferedſt it, thou kneweſt thou wall 


. to ſuffer for me, I connot chooſe but 


admire and love thee. . Lord, increaſe 
my Faith, Love, and Admiration. 
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MEDITATION. vu. 


O ſtrange. a Bren: ap · 
pears between the two Male- 


factors, in whoſe Company our bleſ- 


fed Lord ſuffered; and that on a ſud - 
dain ? They ſeem to have come alike 


Wicked and nn each to 
their 
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With Meditations. thereon.. 
their Croſs ;. nor find we any out- 
ward Means which one had above the 
other: Vet one continues his Impie- 
ty „ nay, advances in it, Rails, Blaſ- 
phemes, and dies in his Sin; the o- 
ther under all the diſtracting Tor- 
tures he endured Believes, Repents, 
confeſſes his Guilt, coademos himſelf, 


reproves his Comrade, juſtifies God 


in what they both ſuffered, gives his. 
Teſtimony of our Lord's Innocency; 


Prays to him as his Saviour; obtains: 


Mercy; and no doubt ſoon found an 
entrance into Paradiſe, or that Hea- 


ven which is the Manſion of the Bleſ-- 


ſed Saints; for our Lord vouchſafed 
to aſſure him of it. O the Freeneſs, 
yet Almightineſs of Divine Grace 

I cannot determin whether the 
Means of this Thief's Converſion, or 


his Converſion itſelf was more mar- 
velous. He had no doubt heard the: 


publick Fame of our Lord's Inno- 


cence, Sanity, and Mighty Works, 
and that he was eſteemed a great. 
Prophet, or Meſſenger from God: 


But he had ſeen how Inhumanly, Ma- 
licioufly, and Uamercitully he had 
been treated; and during all obſer- 


ved his mic 10 15 Patieacs, calm- 
T 3 neſs. 
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neſs aud Temper, in Praying for his 
bloody Enemies, even when they 
3 were executing their greateſt Cruel- 
| ties upon him. He probably obſer- 
ved alſo, that with all theſe moſt bar- 
barous Extremities of Pain and Shame 
inflited on him, his Enemies were 
not content, but were deriding him, 
and inſulting over him ia the height 
of all his Miſery. This, through the 
Grace of God ſtruck his Heart and 
ſavingly pierced it. And foraſmuch 
as ſuch a conjunction of ſo miraculous 
| | Means never can recur, therefore can 
: we not expect there ſhould again be- 

fall ſuch a miraculous Converſion. 

- Aﬀe& me O bleſſed Saviour, with 
the Memory and Contemplation of 
thy Sufferings, and with the ſenſe of 
the wonderful Operation that the ve- 
ry ſilent view of them had upon this 
fo (lately) profligate a Sinner, that | 
may now (even now, however late) 
Believe as firmly, Repent as ſincerely, 
and Pray as heartily as he did. And 

though I cannot like him, go with thee 
this Day into Paradiſe, yet in my time, 
good Lord, receive me thither. 
Mean while 1 will; as often as I can, 
and with all the Love and * 
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„can, commemorate thy Paſſion, and 
7 Wl ſhew forth thy Death. And Twill 
- W ever adore and admire thy Grace, 
- Wl thy tranſcendent Charity towards vile 
- ME Mankind, and the Almighty Power: 
e thereof.” O Dear Jeſus, what an end- 
e leſs and indefatigable Act of Com- 
„ paſſion was this in thee, that thou 
t vouldſt not expire without carrying 
e s Sinful Soul to Heaven with thee! 
din me when I die with hope to fol- 
h MW low. But why did 1 ſay when I Die? 
Fill me now, good Lord, with ſuch 
n MW Hope ; let me ever have this hope, as 
= Wl the Anchor of my Soul; ſure and ſtodfaſt, 
till I enter within the Veil and re- 
h Wceive the end of my hope, the Viſion _ 
f MW and eternal Fruition of thy ſelf in 
18 — — — 
) MEDITATION VIII. 
7 * | 
d AF Oſt certain ic is, that Pilate ſet- 


'4 ting over our Lord's Head 
* Jon the Croſs the Title of Xing of the 
r. ewe, was an exact Scorn, and the 
„ baughtieſt, yet ſpiteful contempt both 
le Hof Jeſus Himlelf and of the Nation of 
| the 
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212 AViewef our Logv's Passiox: 
the Jews; of whether moſt it is not 
certain, nor needful perhaps to deter- 
min. Had he ſaid, This is the King 
of Iſrael, which was much to the ſame 
purpoſe,. thoſe words would have 
paſſed more Honourably,, and been 
capable of a kinder Interpretation; 
for that Appellation had been by a 
Perſon in whom there was no Guile, 
in conjunction with that other the 
Son of God, given to our Saviour. 
( Rabhi, ſaid good Nathaniel, thou art 
the Son of God, thou art the King of 
1/rael.) But the Name of Jews was 
now grown into Reproach; and for 
this Reaſon, as well as to inſinuate 
that our Lord died as having affected 
the Kingdom, and been guilty of 
ſomewhat which might be reputed an 
Impeachment of Cæſar's Crown and 
Dignity, the poor diſtracted Judge 
(again unconſtant to himſelf ) affixes 
this Inſcription to the trueſt and great- 
eſt Exemplar of Humility, Innocence, 
and Patience, that the World ever 

ſaw, the crucified Son of God. 
| obſerve, O bleſſed Jeſus, that 
though thou waſt truly the Son of 
| the moſt High God, and at this very 
1 Iaſtant, as the only fufficient wo. 
. „ e 
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fice, Expiating the Sin of Man; yet 


Man gives thee no title of Reſpect or 


Honour, bot what carries with it 


Scor and Malice. Thus waft thou 
to the laſt repaid. Now, though it 


be impoſſible I ſhould ever ſuffer any 
thing like this, yet ſhould I, by any 
means, be ever made an Object of 
Reproach and Spite, Grant good Lord, 
may never regret it, but remember 
what thou enduredſt for me, and how 


fer ing ſuch Treatment as this, to 
thoſe who follow thee, nothing can 
come ſo Bitter, ſo Shameful, which 
thy Sufferings have not Sanctified, 
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MEDITATION 1X 


Hat were the Sorrows of thy 

.Y  Beloved- Diſciple, and much 
more of the Bleſſed Virgin, thy moſt 
tender- hearted Mother, now ſtand- 
ing under thy Croſs, and beholding- 
thee ſo, dolefol a Spectacle thereon, 
under ſuch unparallellable Anguiſn 
and Reproach, it is impoſſible for any 
mortal Heart to conceive. As to mo 
em 


3 


thon enduredſt all. After thy ſuf- 


1 
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them (for ſome time had been ful fl. 

led) but at the preſent Inſtant, moſt 

inexpreſſibly was fulfilled good Old 

Simeon's ſad Prediction, 4 Sword faſſe: 
Ile > 5 through her Soul: Never was any ever 
4 235. fo cut to the Heart, except her Son 
himſelf, as now ſhe was. And as to 
the other, that Diſciple that had been 
fo familiar to, and ſo often leaned 
on his Maſters Boſom, could not 
now but moſt paſſionately ſympathize 
in theſe Sorrows which he had often 
heard his Maſter to foretel, but could 
never imagine would have been ſo 
great as he now beheld them to be. 
However great either of their Grief 
was, the Holy Ghoſt did not ſee fit, 
for Reaſons hidden in the Counſel of 
God, to leave on Record the leaſt in- 
1 ſiauation or F ootſtep of the Concern- 
ment they each had. But our Lord 
choſe rather a little for the preſeat to 
divert their Thoughts from him, by 
a particular and very endearing Com- 
mand to each. To his Mother ſaid 
* he, Woman, behold thy Son. And to his 
Diſciple, Behold thy Mother. The 
Affection his Mother had for him, he 
as it were turns over to his beloved 
Diſciple. The Affection his _— 

a 


oc 
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had for him he turns over to his Mo- 
ther, by theſe his laſt words to them, 
engaging them during Life, to be as 
careful of and as kind to one another 
as if they had been ſo near Relations. 


And from that Hour that Diſciple took 
Ober to bis own Home. Whether our 
l Lord's Poverty according to the Fleſh, 


or his Diſciple's Affection was great- 
eſt, may ſeem difficult to reſolve, 
= certainly both were very remark- 
able. t | 

How amazed am I, O Bleſſed Jeſus, 
to think, that thou who hadſt the 
command of the whole Earth and the 
fulneſs thereof, ſhouldeſt have made 
thy ſelf ſo poor, that thou waſt not 
able to provide better for thy Mother, 
n- than to leave her to be maintained by 
n-W a poor young Fiſherman. 
rd O my Soul, if thou wilt believe thy 
to Lord's Practice, how little is Wealth, 
dj Wor any of the ſo much affected Ad- 
n. N vantages of it (neat Living, delicate 
1d i Feeding, fine Cloathing, or the like) 
ais to be valued ! the King of Heaven, 
he WW thy Lord Jeſus, and ſhe whom ſome 
he WW have called the Queen of Heaven, his 
edi bleſſed Mother, had none of: theſe. 
Je WE Belike her Food in her new Home was 
ad often- 


a 


216 A Viewofoar Lox Phssron: 
oftentimes: the ſame! as had been oof 
divers occaſions het Son's, fone, dry 
Fiſh and Barly-Bread: Nor can it be 
chonght either her Cloathinꝑ, or other 
Accomodations much exceeded in 
quality or ſuitahle kind. By thy Grace 
Good Lord, 1 will ever ſtudy to be 
content and pleaſed with plain things: 
I ſhall herein be liker my Saviour 
Only one Delicacy let me beg, I maj 
never want to feed often at thy Table, 
to artake of the Spiritual Bread of 
Eite,, and the Cup of Salvation, the 
bleſſed Sacrifice | 1 re 1952 ane 
e 


| MEDIT ATION X. 


& W homely a compellation | f 
khis our Lord in his laſt word 
70 his mournful and diſconſolate Me 
ther; Woman, bebold "thy Son. Hi 
(deſi gnedly without doubt) waves hel 

Relation to him, not ſo much as cal 
ling her Mother. Being now to pul 


N Mortality, or Fleſh ano jg 


* , 
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he as it were, quits mortal Relations. 
And pet it muſt. be _conteſs'd, this 

was not the firſt time he uſed this 
Style to her; witneſs the Diſcourſe 
betwixt them at the Wedding in 

n Cana of ' Galilee : But his Buſineſs on 5 
de Earth was his Father's not his own. 

' Therefore he all along took leſs no- 
ice of what belonged meerly to him- 
TY ſelf, even of his deareſt Relations 
oy, according to the Fleſh. 
Teach me, good Lord, for the love 


a of thee and my Duty, to ſit looſe 
mc to all things on Earth; and where- 


ever thou calleſt, or that which is 
my Work and Buſineſs here requires, 
readily to quit whatever may detain 
— me from either, or uſurp thoſe 
Thoughts and Cares, which onght 
always to be free to thee. Thine, 
O Lord Jam; thine I will be: make 
Wand keep me bot entirely thine, and 
Wit ſuſficech. I have Wealch Enough 
ind Friends enough in thee. 
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Se. 12. Ohriſt's dying 


Cries; his Death; and 
the Miracles which en- 
ſued thereon. | 


Mark 43. ND when the ſixth Hour 
35- 6 was come, there was dark- 
Man. 27. nels over the whole Land until 
45. the ninth Hour, and the Son 
© was darkned.: And about the 

© ninth Hour Jeſus cried with 4 

© loud Voice, ſaying, Eli, Eli 

© lama Sabacthani; which being 
interpreted is, My God, my God, 

* why haſt thou forſaken me? Some 

4 of them that ſtood there, when 

they heard that, ſaid, this Man 


+ .calleth for Elias. 


Afte 


--W ith Meditations thereon. 
After th's, Jeſus knowing 


chat all things were now accom» 


* pliſhed, that the Scripture might 
he fulfilled; faith, I Thirf ; Now 
© there was ſet a Veſſel full of 
* Vinegar, and ſtrait way one of 
them ran and took a Spunge 
* and filled it with Venegar, and 
put it upon Hyſop, and put it 
to his Mouth; the reſt ſaid, Let 
let us ſee whether Elias wilt 
© come to ſave him. When je- 
* ſus therefore had received the 
* Vinegar, and when he had cri- 
© ed again with a loud Voice, he 
- ſaid, Ii, finiſhed, Father, into 
' thy Hands I commend my Spirit. 

And he bowed his- Head and 
gave up:the Ghoſt, 

And behold the Vail. of the 
Temple was rent in twain from 
the top to the bottom, and the 
Barth did quake, and the Rocks 
rent, and the Graves were o- 
pened, and many Bodies of Saints 


which ſlept, aroſe and came our: 


U 2 of 
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Vof their Graves after his Reſur- 
rection, and went into the Ho- 
ly City, and appeared to many. 
Now, when the Centurion, 
which ſtood overagainſt him, 
and they that were with him, 
Watching Jeſus, ſa that he ſo 
cried our, and gave up the 
Ghoſt, and faw the Earth quake, 
and thoſe things that were done, 
they feared greatly and glorih- 
ed God, ſaying, Certainly thi: 
Man was a righteous Man: Tru. 
this Man was the Son of God, 
and all the People that came 
together to that Sight, behold- 
ing the things that were done, 
{mote their Breaſts and return- 
ed.' And all his Acquaintance, 
and many Women» were there 
(beholding afar off ) among 
whom was Mary Magdalen, and 
Mary the Mother: of James the 
Leſs, and of Joes, and the Mo- 
ther of Zt;bedee's Children, and 
Salome, who alſo when he was 
1 © 1 


Mark 14 
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Mat. 27. 
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© in Galilee followed him, and mi- 
© niſtred unto him; and many 
other Women which caine up 
* with him to Jeruſalem. 


© Bodies ſhould not remain upon 
the Croſs on the Sabbath Day, 
„(for thar Sabbath Day was an 
© Hiigh Day, beſought P-/ate that 
their Legs might be. broken, and 
that they might be taken away. 
Then came the Soldiers and 
bhrake the Legs of the firſt, and 
© of the other which was cruci- 
© fied with him, But when they. 


was dead already, they brake. 
not his Leggs. But one of the 


SM his fide, and forthwith came 
10 * thereout Blood and Water. And 
he © he that ſaw it bare record, and 
o- his record is true; and he know- 
d eth that he ſaith true, that ye 
a5 might believe. 

1 _ ME DI- 


came to Jeſus and ſaw that he 


© Soldiers with a Spear pierced | 


221 


© The Jews therefore, becauſe 0. 19. 
it was · the Preparation, that the 3% 
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MEDITATION. i. 


Hree Hours darkneſs at High- 
Noon, on the fourteenth Day 

ot che Moon (for on that day was the 
Paſſover held) when the Moon muſt 
according to the Natural Courſe of 
the Heavenly Bodies be at full, and 
in direct Oppoſition to the Sun, was 
moſt Prodigious, and contrary to 
the ſetled Laws both of Day and 
Night, and of all the ordinary Moti- 
ons of the Heavens that we know. 
An amazing Wonder this! but yet if 
conſidered a wonder of Mercy to the 
World : For I cannot concetve but 
this Darkneſs was a ſpecial deſign of 
God's, to ſet a Seal to this Truth, 
That it was the Son .of God, who 
now ſuffered, and therefore the whole 
Frame of Nature.muſt in a ſort ſuffer 
with him. Had this hapned before 
the Faith and Converſion of the Thief 
on the Croſs, it might have been 
thought the great Inſtryment of his 
Change. But I ſee no Evidence which 
may make it ſafe ſo gas 
| FS OW. 
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With Meditations thereon." 

\ However. it is to me Lord, ſeveral 
ways ac cohfitmation of my Faith. 
Firſt, it ſets forth the unconceivable. 
greatneſs of thy Sufferings. Sight, 


thee, banging now three long Hours at 
leaſt upon the Croſs, any expreſſible 


didſt all this while endure, therefore 
deep darkneſs covered all: Thy Suf- 
ferings were beyond the perception 
of any the quickeſt Sight, and indeed 
of our Imagination. 

will therefore never doubt the 
ſufficiency of them to atone for Sin. 
Without doubt the full Price of Man's 
Redemption was . Lond 1 Be- 
leve z ; wy 2 ge 


of Is Po 
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MEDITATION n. 


outer Darkneſs, a part of the 
future Puniſhment of our Sins, and 
that might be ſure my Saviour had 
endured all that belonged to my Sin, 
W. perhaps 


which gives us the moſt lively Idea's 
of all viGble Objects, not being able 
to gather from the ſad Spectacle of 


deſcriptions of the Torments tbon 


Gain there is ſuch a ching as 
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| there is nothing of it recorded, it 
may be too preſumptuous tocexerciſe 


cal Office of publick Preaching; 
. And when the Devil had ended all 


perhaps he Was thus a while concluded 
under the moſt dreadful and unac-| 
countable Scene of Darkneſs that ever 
the world knew. And how far the Pow- 
ers of Darkaeſs, as the Infernal Spirits 
are ſometimes called, might in theſe 
Hours of Darkneſs afflict him, becauſe 


Imagination. Notwithſtanding Ican- 
not but recollect that one Evange- 

Thus-conclades the Hiſtory of our 
Eord's firſt Temptation; that I mean 
before he entred upon his Propheti- 


the Temptation, he departed from him 
for a ſeaſon. This is a kind of iqgi- 
mation that the Devil would at ſome 
other Seaſon again accoſt him. And 
thoſe words of our Lord's and- his 
Doctrines a little before his Suffer- 
ings, ſeem to me to intimate; that he 
expected very ſpeedily ſome of chis 
kind, thugh he in them foretold bis 
malicious Diligence ſhould be fr uſt : a- 
ted. The Prince of this World cometh 
and bath nothing in me. What our 
Lord now inwardly might ſuffer we 

| know 
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know not; hut that it had in it the 
very Gall of bitterneſs, appears in 
the words it wrung out of him, 24y 
God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? Which words, though at firſt 
hearing, they ſeem to expreſs ſome- 
thing of deſpondency, yet we are 
certain, that whatever it was he felt, 
he now again overcame all the Pow- 
ers of Darkneſs. I cannot but take 
occaſion from hence to expect that e- 
ven in my laſt Hours I may meet with 
ſome Aſſaults from the Tempter: Of 
what Nature, how Dangerous, or how 
Severe, thou only, O Lord, knoweſt; 
who knowelt all things. But O bleſ- 
ſed "Jeſus, grant that then my Faith 
fail not: Suffer me not at my laſt 
Hour for any Fears, no nor for any 
Pains of Death, or ſuggeſtions of the 
Wicked one, to fall from thee. In 
the Hour of Death, as well as in the 
Day of Judgment, good Lord deli- 
ver me. OR. een 10. ene 
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MEDITATION III. 
T Hat this was preternatural and 
a ſpecial Effect of God's Power 
is moſt certain: but what the end or 
deſign of it is, is not ſo certain te 
me, as to determine any thing; no- 
thing touching its Deſign being re- 
vealed. But tis not improbable thai 
it might be ordained by the Father to 
Glorifie his Son, as ſome have con- 
ceived, and to make the ſtubborn- 
hearted Fews know how abominable 
a Wickedneſs and: diſpleaſing to Hea- 
ven and all-in it this Act of theirs in 
Crucify ing the Lord of Life was. - 
God's deteſtation of Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion of the Poor, is expreſſed 
by the Prophet Amos in ſuch an in- 
ſtance. af his Providence”; It ſhall come 
to paſs in that Day, ſaith the. Lord 
God, that I will cauſe the Sun to 0 
| down at Noon, and 1 will darken the 
Earth in the clear Day. Though by 
thy over-ruling Power and Wiſdom, 
O Lord, thou doſt order the moſt 


monſtrous Sins of Men into a 1 


ſubſerviency to the great ends of thy 
Providence, yet thou never approveſt 
any the leaſt Sin, tho* poſſibly many 
times thou ſeemeſt to take no notice 
of them: But as to more enormous 
Crimes, (ſuch as this was) however 
thou ſer veſt thy own ends with them, 
thou oftentimes by ſome remarkable 
Tokens or other, doſt witneſs to the 
World by Diſpleaſure and Reſent- 
ments of them. Give me, O good 
God, ſuch à diſcerning Judgment, 
that I may be ever able to diſcover 
ia the courſe of thy Providence, the 
marks of thy Difpleaſure at the Sins 
of Men, ſo as never to think favou- 
rably of any Peoples Wickedneſs, be- 
cauſe Sentence againſt it is not executed 
ſpeedily. - Thou bait thine own Times 
and Seaſons; thou couldeſt as well 
have caſt the Actors of this horrid 
Villany into eternal Darkneſs, as in- 
volv'd them in this of three Hours; 
but their Iniquities were not yet 
ripe, nor the Day of thy Vengeance 
jet come. or 
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ing the three Hours Darknek, 
there ſeems” to have» been a 
deepiSilence as well of all the Perſons 
crucified,” as the ſtanders by; that is, 
from the ſixth Hour, which is our 
twelve of the Clock, to the ninth 
Hour, that is our three in the After. It 
noon. Aud about the ninth Hour, a 
that is as I conceive, juſt as the Light I 
began to return, and before it could 
be well diſcerned whether our Lord Mo 
was dead or alive, he cried out with aw 
loud Voice, Eli, Eli, lama ſabacthani, ¶ it: 
My N my God, why og thou forſe- be 
ken me? m 
Ido not enter into thy Counſels, OW bo 
Bleſſed Jeſas, but with all the _—_ Tit 
rence I can; Believe and Adore. Icli 
believe what thou haſt pleaſed . 4 
cauſe to be recorded; and I adore th tu! 
Wiſdom, Patience and Fortitude in 
all: But give me leave with Caution en. 
and Submiſſion to conjecture what ſha 
might be the Reaſon both of thy cry- bis 


ing out ſo loud, and uſing thoſe no the 
1 | 


- With Meditations thereon. 

I conceive during that amazing Dark- 
neſs, the Multicude, and even many 
of thy Friends might be in ſome 
Muſement, what was become of thee, 
whether thou wert alive, or faiated 
away and Dead. Thou waſt there- 
fore pleaſed to cry aloud, to ſhew 
that thou waſt yet alive, and in full 
strength; and thou waſt pleaſed to 
uſe theſe words to ſhew the acrimony 
(or ſharpaeſs) of thy Pains : Not that 
thou hadſt any deſpondency, or didſt 
at all apprebend thy ſelf forſaken, 
The union of the Divinity with thy 
Manhood was inſeparable and indiſ- 
ſoluble; but the Divinity did not al- 
ways alike exert its Power, or impart 
its Comforts, Theſe therefore might 
be a while a little ſuſpended ;-and 
meerly that Mankind might know 
how great thy Sufferings were, du- 
ring thy Silence, and thy being E- 
clipſt more than was the Sun'; thou 
waſt pleaſed thus to exprels thy Tor- 
tures. | 


O Bleſſed Saviour, what did'ſt thou 


endure for me! And alas alas ! what 
ſhall I return unto the Lord for all 
his Benefits towards me? For theſe 


the inexpreſſivle Pains of his Body, 
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inconceivable anguiſh of his Soul! 


For his deareſt Heart's Blood, now 
ready to ſtream from him as ſoon as 
it could find a vent? I will tale thy 
Cup of Salvation again and again, and 
call upon the Name of the Lord. | will 
never ceafe, O Lord, to commemo- 
rate thy bloody Death and direful 
Sufferings. I will pay wy Yows unto 
thee, and offer the Sacrifice of | Thank/: 


giving. And after all I can do, be- 


cauſe my Thankſgivings will be toe 
mean, and no whit proportionable to 
what Lowe, 1 at preſent: devote and 
conſecrate my whole Self, Soul and 
Body unto thee. I have no more than 
my whole Self: Lord, accept the Ol. 
fer ing, and ſay it ſhall N be 
N and ee in 
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T what diſtance of Time 

was that thy next Word 
proceeded from thee, 1 am not abi 
Lord to define. But certainly it we 
now Light .and the Sun broke out : 


Bain. Aſſured 1 am, chat every wor 
whicl 
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Mb Meditations thereon. 

which thou ſpeakeſt was for the ſake 
Jof us Mortals, that we might believe 
SW thee to be the Saviour of the World, 
and believing might have Eife thro' 
I thy Name. Aſter this, faith St. John, 
namely, after Jeſus had ſeen his Mo- 
| 


ther and the beloved: Diſciple ſtand- F%% 19+ 


ing by (therefore *twas Light) Jeſus 
knowing that all things were now ac- 
compliſhed, that the Scripture might 
be fulfilled, ſaid, I Thirſt. Now, that 
the refreſhment which a charicable 
Stander-by fhould run to give thee, 
ſhould prove to be Vinegar, was un- 
donbtedly to anſwer. a Prediction 
much above a. Thouſand Years before 
that time, on Record; and ſo a new 
Argument for our Faith. 
Open mine Eyes, good God, in 
reading thy Holy Word: ever to ſee 
and obſerve, and together excite my 
Diligence to examine all Matters, 
and even the leaſt Circumſtarces of 
Things which occur, that my Faith 
through all may be compleat, ſtedfaſt, 
and never - failing; but being ſtill ſup- 
ported by freſh Evidences, may be 
— blameleſs, and endure to the 
ad: 1 ; 
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WO more, but very ſhort Say. 

ings after this, came from thy 
Gracious Lips, O Lord, while hang- 
ing on the Croſs, and before thou ga. 
veſt up the Ghoſt 3* I conceive in this 
Order. The firſt of them was, It i 
finiſhed. When Jeſus therefore bad re. 
ceived Vinegar, be ſaid, It is finiſhed, are 
the words of the Diſciple who ſtood 
by and fſtrialy obſerved all. 

W hether thy meaning was, that 
thou hadſt now finiſhed whatever was 
foretold in the Law, or by the Pro- 
phets, that in thy Life-time thou 
ſhouldeſt perform; or that thou haditM ./ 
paid and ſuffered whatever was requi-I oc 
red to make Atonement for the Sia Fa 
of Man, I will not be bold to detcr-W 5p 
mio, no, nor enquire : but I readily '-: 
embrace both, for that both certainly i 
are true. Thou waſt careful that noi mi 
one jot or tittle ſpoken of thee, ſhould th: 
paſs away, till all was fulfilled, Andi ing 
no doubt, thou no leſs carefully took- 
eſt off the laſt drop of that bitter on 
. 3 # W IC 
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which might not paſs from thee. Such 
a Redemption became thee to work, 

O Saviour of the World / ſuch a Sa- 
crifice.. became thee to offer, O thou 
who remaineſt for ever our High- 
prieſt! 1 Believe, I Adore thee, 1 
Admire and Praiſe "thee. O may it 

be my happineſs at length to behold 
thee, who haſt done and ſuffered all 
theſe things for me, that I may Adore, 
Love, Admire, and Praiſe thee, better 
than I can in this dark, narrow, Mor- 

tal State. 


od 

"at | . | 
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ou A. Fter theſe Words, Ir is finiſhed; 


at I conceive it was thou criedſt 
ni-M out with a loud Voice and faidſt, 
dia Father, into thy Hands I commend my 
et · Spirit, and bowing thy Head, gaveſt up. 
ily e Ghoſt. That thou criedſt out again 
nl with a loud Voice, I conceive was, or 
noi might be, for two Reaſons ; the one, 
old that all might know, gotwichſtand- 
ing what thou hadſt ſuffered, both the 
Night before, and this Day hicherto, 
thou waſt not Spent, thy Strength was 

X 3 {til 
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ſtill firm in thee, and thou willingly 
Jaidſt downthy Life, that thou might 
eſt take it again. 

The other, That we might all from 
thee learn a dying Prayer, or with 
what words to leave this World, Fa. 
ther, into thy Hanas I comtutentd my 
Spirit. This I look upon as another 
Form of Prayer which thou haſt taught 
vs, and with which I defire I may 

die; for can I ever find a fitter Per- 

ſon with whom to depoſit my great 
and laſt Stake, my all with thee? © 
Lord, I cannor. 

Thou alone art my Hope both in 
Life, and ſhalt be in Death. Re- 
member I pray thee, thy Servant for 
good; and at my dying Moment, 0 
Father of Mercies, receive my Spirit, 
which has been long, and often de- 
voted to thee, and ſtill is ſo, * 
— — i rn — 


MEDITATION VIII. 


Gain, that thou ſhouldeſt this He 

ſecond time cry with a loud Wie 

Voice, and Immediately bow thy Wer 

Head and give vp the Ghoſt, is ano-Wity 
ther 


mul Meditations thereon. © 
cher Proof, that thou laidſt down thy 


Life moſt willingly; that neither the 
Tews, nor any of thine Enemies, nor 


all the Anguiſh and Extremities, thou 


forced thy Life away. In all, and after 
all, thou ſweetly gaveſt it up. No- 
thing was conſtrained from'thee, and 
therefore the more ample, the more 
effectual and all-ſufficient muſt thy 
Merits be, able to ſave to the utter moſt 
all thoſe who come unto thee, 1 come, 
0 Lord, I believe with my Heart, and 
with my Mouth do I confeſs. My 
Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy Righteouſneſs 
and thy Salvation all the Day, for 4 
know no end thereof. 

[ will ever make mention of thy 
it, MRighteouſneſs, even thine only. 


t 
h WM hadſt or didſt now endure from any, 
| 
J 


___— — 
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MEDITATION IX. 
His thy fpontaneous rendring 


up thy Life, further appears, in 
that neither of the Malefactors who 


his Were. Crucified at the ſame time with 
ud bee, were yet, nor for ſome time af- 
hy MWerwards Dead; nor did the Genera- 
10-Wity, or even the Chief-Prieſts and El- 
her | ders 
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the breaking the Bones of all the three, 


now anſwer the old Type, the Sub- 
Nance its Figure or Pattern. But a cer. 
tain Soldier, out of Compaſſion I ſup- 


This ignorant Creature ſhews ſome 
Military Compaſſion, by a deſign to put 


A View of our Logy's PASSION x 
ders of theJews yet believe thee dead; 
they therefore Petitioned Pilate for 


to precipitate their Death, that there 
might be no violation of the Ceremo- 
nial part of their Law by Executed 
Perſons hanging on the Croſs all Night, 


I" Ky © ww £m os _ oo 


And this ſecond kind of Execution waz 


done to the other two; but thou be. 


ing Dead already, a Bone of thee, as 


of our true Paſſover, was not broken. 
How ſweetly does Providence order 
all things, that the Anti-Type ſhould 


poſe to thee, not knowing whether 
thou wert Dead or not, and deſiring 
thou mighteſt not hang longer than 
needs muſt be in ſuch Pain, with his 
ſpear pierced his Side, whence ſtream- 
ed Blood and Water. A wondrouMn0 
exchange of temper this! Mercifulneſ hic 


found in a Stranger, an Heathen, a Mau 


of Blood, or Soldier, and none in the Haff 
Body of thy Country- men. They pityMthe 
thee not, but on the contrary wouldWglo 
add to thy Pains, by breaking thy Bones. 


thee 


With Meditations thereon. © 
d;M thee out of thy Pain, which breaking 
or thy Bones would not have done ſud- 
e, Wdenly without more Pain. Good God, 
re ¶ how barbarous a Quality is Religion 
0- ¶ corrupted! or a blind and miſtaken 


Zeal ! deliver me, deliver ail Chriſt ian 
people from this wretched Temper. 


— — 


MEDITATION X. 


UT more monſtrous yet will the 
reſolute Unbelief and Hardneſs 
of the Jews and their Rulers appear, 
by what follows. God miraculouſly 
ſhakes..the Earth, rends the Veil of 
he Temple from the Top to the Bot- 
tom, rips up the Rocks, ſo that the 
Bodies of deceas'd Saints come out of 
their Graves. | 


no doubt) and they that were with 
im watching Jeſus (all old Roman 
Soldiers, and Perſons. not eaſily to be 
affrighted) beholding and obſerving 
y theſe prodigies, fear'd greatly, and 
dH slorify'd God, ſaying, Certainly this. 
v a Righteous Man: Nay, Truly this. 
ne vat the San of God, All the People 
uFtuat came together to that Sight, all 


The Centurion (a Roman Captain, 
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is too ſadly evident, that when * 


and Indignation. Yet nat one of the 


. tude were touch'd, as far as we ſer, 


or Judgment at the bottom, as there 
2 their 


Conſcience, or ew the' 


or to put any degree of Force upoiif 


the Beholders of what was done, ſmote 
their Breaſts by way of Abhorrence 


guilty Grandees of the Jemt, not one 
of the invenom'd or bigotted Multi- 


with the leaſt Remorſe. 

Lord, theſe Things fill me with A. 
mazement, and yet with Fear and 
Trembling. 

There muſt be ſomething of thy 


ad been formerly in their Forefather 
in the Wilderneſs, Thou hadſ# be: 
long griev'd with this Generation alld, 
Fheir Styhbornneſy an well 

ea 
o leave them to the laſen 
affected. And indeed it 


'ok'd th 
ſibilicy th 


begin by repeated Arts to fin 


Rate 
of their own Migds, they by degree 
loſe the Senſe they 'have of Good and; 
Evil. And in ſuch Caſes what can bt 
expected from ſach Men, but what! 
moſt unnatural and contrary to a 
Humanity ? 

Preſerve me, good God; from al 
Beginnings to «injure my Conſcienc 


m 
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Mtb Meditat ions thereon. | 

my own Senſe of right and wrong: 
rant I may ever give place to the 
Truth, how contrary ſoever it may be 
to my Humour or Worldly Intereſt. 


Make me one of thoſe 1/raclites indeed 
in whom there is no guile. 


MEDITATION XI. 


HHO U hadſt receiv'd now, O 
Bleſſed Jeſus, a fifth Wound, 
and how deep this Wound in thy Side 
vent, I will not ſet my ſelf with Nice- 
Wiels or Curioſity to enquire, It ſeems 
to have piercd thy very Heart, for 
hou waſt never ſparing of that Blood 
which might waſh away, or atone our 
ins. Nor can I but obſerve that even 


ort preacheth unto thy Church. Thou 


Myſtical Blood. Now leſt any ſhould 
in after Ages conceit theſe Holy Rites 
0 be meer Ceremonies, no ways ne- 
eſſary nor beneficial to thy Church, 
thou didſt ſo order things, that by the 
Walt Accident of thy Crucifixion, a Me- 
orial of each of theſe ſhould flow from 


flight 


thy dead Body now pierced, after a 


adſt before this inſtituted two Sacra- 
ments, the one in Water, the other in 


thy opened Side, Let them then that 


« ts 
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flight either Baptiſm or the Lord's. 
Supper, remember they make light of 
the laſt Teſtimonies of their Saviour“ 
dying, or being dead, for them, 11 
was not doubtleſs without Reaſon, of 
of no ſignification, that thou wonld( 
have Water and Blood ſtream fron 
thy Side now upon the Croſs, and didi 
provide that this ſpecially ſhould be 
ſeen and recorded by this beloved Dit- 
ciple; he alſo avows that he records i 
upon his own 'Eye-ſight- Neither it 
it frivolonſly aid by the ſame Apo, 
ſtle, that thou art he who comoſt by N. 
Ss | Foby 5, ter and Blood, not by Water alone, bi 
8. by Water * Blood. And that theſe 
(the Water and the Blood) bare Wi 
* thou art Jeſus Chriſt the Son of Gul 

I will therefore bleſs thee for theſ 
Teſtimonies, and with all due Reve 
rence treat them. Grant mie, I beſeed 
thee, that l may ever enjoy the pleſſe 
Effects of them in my Soul and being 
Sealed by them as thiue, and for thint 
may obtain Grace and "Pardon ant 
Glory, the three graat Benefits col 

- veyed by theſe Seals. 

O let not theſe the laſt drops of th 
moſt precious Blood be ſhed in vain i 
me, nor any CLI TEN People. Ames 
755 ; Een 
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